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Accepting the fact that one may inherit a predisposition to 
tuberculosis, it is impossible to ignore the above results and others 
at my disposal which support the importance of sound nutrition in 
combating disease. I would, therefore, urge all responsible author­
ities in our leprosaria to pay more attention to the diet, which 
deserves as great a place in their thinking as the various ther~peutic 
measures undertaken. 

Henry Lester Institute BERNARD E. READ 
of Medical Research 

Shanghai, China 

LEPROSY IN CANADA 

i To THE EDITOR: 

In the second issue of THE JOURNAL, this year, in an item on 
the number of lepers in the world, Canada was listed as having 
"less than 100." That statement is correct, but I am sure you will 
be glad to have a more accurate one of the situation here. On 
writing the Department of National Health, I learned that the pres­
ent number of lepers in the Dominion is nine. The following fig­
ures are of interest: 

Number of segregated cases in 1924........ .. . 19 
Number of segregated cases in 1937.... . .. . ... 12 
Number of segregated cases in 1941......... .. 9 

The law relating to the segregation of lepers is strictly en­
forced, and a close watch is kept on one or two foci from which the 
most recent cases have arisen. In speaking of foci, I mean one or 
two families or houses; actually only three families are under obser­
vation. The patients are segregated in two hospitals, one at Tra­
eadie, New Brunswick, and another at Bentick Island, British 
Columbia. I am quite sure the situation in Canada is well under 
control, and that one cannot say of this country, as of many others, 
that for every leper known there are two or three not known. 
Stratford, Ontario G. GUSHUE-TAYLOR 
Canada 

TREATMENT OF LEPRA REACTION; CORRECTION 

To THE EDITOR: 

Having been asked to review Dr. R. C. Germond's paper on 
"Treatment of lepra reaction and lepromatous ulcers by antimony 
and the arsphenamides," which appeared in the first issue of THE 


