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conscientious and loyal in his relations with others, willing to do 
his part and more, quick to become personally interested in those 
about him and to win their esteem and affection." One who visited 
in his home a few months ago added that, in the unrelenting pres
sure of an incurable illness, he "demonstrated one of the rarest 
examples of Christian fortitude and patience 'I have ever seen." 

He is remembered by us all with love and respect. In the 
postwar Thailand he will be irreplaceable. 

[Taken from Autumn issue of SONG AFTER SORROW (1942) .J 

DR. F. G. ROSE 

The death of Dr. F . G. Rose, Medical Superintendent of the 
Leper Hospital, Mahaica, British Guiana, will bring deep regret to 
a wide circle of friends not only in the Caribbean but throughout 
the world. 

Dr. Rose might have held a high position in other lines of med
icine, but some seventeen years ago he felt a call to a kind of work 
which few were willing to undertake. At that time the Mahaica 
Leper Hospital was in a pitiable· condition, little was done to treat 
the patients or alleviate their miserable condition, the site was 
swampy and malarious. For the rest of his life Dr. Rose gave 
himself up wholeheartedly to the service of these unfortunate 
people. 

Dr. Rose was not content with the alleviation of the sufferings 
of his patients. He took a wider view and aimed at the control and 
ultimate eradication of leprosy. In spite of considerable opposition 
and indifference on the part of the public and the authorities he 
succeeded in establishing a number of leprosy clinics all over the 
colony, so that early non-infectious cases might be treated, and dis
charged cases kept under supervision. Although he had no med
ical assistant he so organized his work in the Leper Hospital that 
he could be absent and attend these clinics. This entailed traveling 
long distances on rough roads, and it is not unlikely that the great 
strain of his double duties undermined his health and shortened 
his life. 

In British Guiana segregation for leprosy is compulsory but 
the law had seldom to be put into force as patients entered the 
Leper Hospital voluntarily, attracted by the news of Dr. Rose's 
skill and sympathy. 

Dr. Rose calculated that there are still in British Guiana about 
one thousand people suffering from leprosy, but there are few in
fectious cases that are not segregated and almost all were known 
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to him a~d under his supervision and treatment. It may be said 
that leprosy in the Colony is today almost, if not entirely, under 
control. It will not be easy to fill Dr. Rose's place, but it is to be 
hoped that adequate provision will be made for continuing his many 
activities and carrying on his great work, for it is only by contin
uous care and supervision that control can be maintained till lep
rosy is entirely eradicated from the Colony. [Taken from Leprosy 
Rev. 14 (1943) 68-69.] 


