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EDITORIALS 

No. 1 

If in this department, which is maintained by the Editor'ial 
Board, any statement appeal's that does not meet with agreement o'r 
is unduly affected by the personal viewpoint of its writer, it will be 
of service if it but stimulates discussion, whether this be in the form 
of original articles or material for which the C01'1'espondence Section 
is provided. 

S'l'ATUS OF ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 

Members of the International Leprosy Association who joined 
previous to the present year will be interested in the present status 
of their membership. To them and to non-member subscribers of the 
Journal who had expected that it would appear in 1932, an explana
tion of the actual date of the first volume is in order. 

When in 1931 members for the Association were solicited, and 
for some time thereafter, it was planned that the first volume should 
appear last year, and that two full volumes would be issued by the 
end of the present year. A number of circumstances, editorial, per
sonal as to staff, and mechanical, made that impossible. It was still 
expected, however, to post-date the first volume and to issue three 
full volumes within two years. This would, naturally, involve pay
ment of membership dues for this year by those who had joined the 
Association earlier. 

During a recent visit to, Manila the President of the Association 
proposed that, in view of general financial conditions, it would be pre
ferable not to attempt to issue a volume for 1932, but to start with 
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the present year. This would lessen the pUblication costs for the first 
two or three years, lighten the editorial burden, and postpone pay
ment of further membership dues until next year. The President 
ordered that announcement to this effect be made. 'rhe dues of mem
bers who joined in 1931 or 1932 will apply to 1933, and renewal will 
not be due until the end of the year. 

SUBJECT MATTER OF THE JOURNAL 

The standard that will be attained and maintained by the Journal 
will depend in so unusual a degree upon the active co-operation of 
the members of the Association and others interested in the matter 
that a statement concerning plans for its contents is considered de
sirable. 

1. Original articles.-It is naturally desired that the Journal 
shall be used as the medium of publication of as many worth-while 
original articles as possible. The term "worth-while" is used ad
visedly instead of "scientiflc ", for while it is intended that the 
Journal shall rank as a scientific periodical, it is not to be confined 
to technical papers. On the other hand, discrimination will naturally 
be required in the acceptance of material for publication. 

It is to be understood that articles cannot be accepted for original 
publication if they have appeared elsewhere, or are to so appear prior 
to publication in the Journal. Such articles will be dealt with by 
abstracts or by reprinting. 

As specified by the by-laws of the Association, articles will be 
published in the English, French, and German languages. It is to be 
realized that a large number of leprosy workers are English-reading, 
which makes that the most generally useful language. Articles sub
mitted in the other two languages mentioned or in Spanish can be 
translated in Manila, if desired by the authors. 

2. Rep1'inted articles.-Of articles which first appear in other 
publications, those deemed by the Editorial Board especially interest
ing or important will be selected for reprinting in full, if permission 
for this is received. In so reprinting articles, which is unusual among 
medical journals, the Journal follows the useful example set by LEPRA. 
The reason is perhaps obvious-the fact that many leprosy workers 
have very little medical literature at their disposal and will miss 
many important articles unless they are reprinted. 

3. Curr-ent Literattt1'e.-It is a purpose of primary importance 
to print adequate abstracts of all articles on leprosy which are not 
printed in full. It is intended that the abstracts of articles worthy 


