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Philippines, there is also a similar advisory body with non-officials 
in its membership. 

In contrast is a situation recently seen in China. In that vast, 
loosely organized,' highly conservative country the leprosy problem 
has barely been touched. The leprosaria that exist do not cven pre
tend to do much with the larger problem. The young Central Gov
ernment cannot possibly do so under present circumstances. A small 
but active private body, the Chinese Mission to Lepers, is attempting 
to make a beginning in that direction, a modest one but intelligently 
directed. Under the circumstances it would be thought that it would 
l'eceive the fullest official encouragement, and such moral support 
as might be possible. At the leprosy conference held under the aus
pices of that group in Shanghai last October it appeared that this 
is not the case, that neither the l\'[ission nor its t.echnical advisers had 
been consulted with ~'egard to certain pending leprosy legislation, 
and that its hope of executive endorsement had not been fulfilled. 

This, however, is entircly contrary to the general tendency, a 
tendency which doubtless will increase greatly. With realization of 
the greater complexity of the problem-or at least of the variety of 
possible angles of attack-governments will realize more and more 
the possible advantages of unofficial activities. As the public at large 
becomes awakened to the necessity of its cooperation, and to its 
responsibility to relieve the Government of at least a part of this 
peculiar burden, agencies for this sort of work will increase and 
become stronger. It seems entirely probable that the future will 
bring, as it should, more and more collaboration between official and 
unofficial organizations and individuals on programs mutually al'
rived at. 

LEPROSY AND COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE 

The peculiar social aspect of the leprosy problem is a familiar 
thing, and important. The effects of the aversion that most peoples 
have of the evident leper are such that he is of special appeal to the 
humanitarian and to the medical missionary. To the public services 
in countries where the disease is prevalent this attitude makes of it 
a special responsibility and a special burden, necessitating the ex
penditure of disproportionately. large amounts for the care of its 
victims and for combating it. 
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A less conspicuous aspect of the matter is its effect, or possible 
effect, on commercial enterprise. A few years ago an absurd 
attempt wa.s made to apply this influence when certain interests in 
the United States tried to discourage the importation of vegetable 
oil from the Philippines on the ground that there was leprosy there. 
This far-fetched objection found little response, occasioned no panic. 

However, it seems that this type of influence is at work in a 
totally different way-within rather than without a certain region 
where the disease is endemi'c, with the result that anti-leprosy activities 
there are handicapped. In this region the tourist traffic is an im
portant commercial enterprise, and it is apparently feared that this 
business might be harmed should the existence there of the disease 
become known, or brought particularly to attention by special efforts 
to combat it. 

The wisdom of this attitude may be seriously questioned, without 
reference to the medical or public health side of the matter. It is 
questionable whether the existence of the disease in any region can 
really be concealed, and whether the effort to do so is a.s wise as 
frank admission and active efforts to combat it. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

The General Seeretary-Treasurer of the International Leprosy 
Association desires that all members should notify him of change of 
address in the event that they should remove from the address 
registered with him. It will not be necessary for members to send 
a similar notice to the Business Manager of the Journal. This will 
be done by. the General Secretary. 

In the event of the death of a member, it is hoped that the 
person responsible for his or her affairs will notify the General 
Secretary. It would be desirable, also, if material for an obituary 
notice should be supplied. 


