
ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Official reports and statements p1"ovided from time to time 
by the general and section officers of the Intemational Lep1"Osy 
Association, and othe?" pertinent material, will be published unde?" 
this heading. 

OBITUARIES 

DR. I SABEL KERR 

De. Isabel Kerr died recently at the Dichpali Leper Hospital , 
in the Nizam's Dominions, Southern India, after many years of work 
with the lepers in that region. 

Born at Fochaberson-Spey, Scotland, in 1875, she graduated in 
medicine at Aberdeen in 1903, married the Rev. George M. Kerr, and 
went with him to India, where he was the superintendent of the Wes
leyan Mission station at Nizamabad. 

For twelve years Dr. Kerr had charge of the mission hospital 
at that place. During that time the sympathies of the couple were 
drawn especially to the lepers of the region, and ultimately they were 
enabled to establish a leprosy hospital at Dichpali, to which they 
afterward gave their entire attention. With Dr. Kerr as physician 
and Her- husband as administrator, an institution was developed .that 
became well known because of the quality of work done in it and the 
advanced policy they followed. Unlike most mission leprosy insti
tutions, it was run as a hospital for treatable cases rather than as 
an asylum for hopeless chronics. In 1923 Dr. Kerr was awarded 
the Kaisar-i-Hind gold medal in recognition for her services. 

ERIC SLACK, O.B.E., M.B., B.CH. 

With regret word has been received of the death on August 12, 
;1933, of Dr. Eric Slack, medical officer of the Botsabelo Leper Asy
lum, Maseru, Basutoland (South Africa), and one of the earliest 
members of the International Leprosy Association. 

Dr. Slack went to West Mrica in 1908, shortly after qualifica
tion, according to a notice in the British Medical Journal, and spent 
considerable time there in the sleeping sickness work. During the 
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war he served in the German East Africa campaign. Some time later 
he went to the leper asylum in Basutoland. Here he served for 
eleven years, devoting himself wholeheartedly to the work, r espected 
and beloved by the patients with whom he dealt. 

His deep interest in the disease led him to visit the leprosy cen
ters in India and at Honolulu, and in preparation for intended re
search he did some work in serology in Vienna. A visitor to the 
Botsabelo asylum could not fail to be impressed by the earnestness 
with which he undertook to carryon laboratory research, under a 
handicap of limited facilities and a heavy clinical routine that would 
have discouraged most men. A crippling illness overtook him, and 
IlS a hopeless and helpless cripple he went on leave to Switzerland, 
which he had loved as a mountaineer. Though he was probably not 
widely known among leprologists, those who did know him will re
gret the passing of a kindly and earnest worker. 


