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there was a change of policy toward those, who might go home, and the 
population decreased until it reached the 300 level early in 1955-although, 
apparently, there were still more than 50 negatives among them. 

Under the new policy the patients were classified as of three categories: (1) 
physically able-bodied, capable of working outside, who were definitely asked to leave ; 
(2) partially disabled, to whom it was suggested that they leave if they could; and 
(3) the "permanently disabled," such as the blind and severely crippled, who were 
assured that they would not have to leave although they might do so if they had 
someone to take care of them. In a protest meeting the patients proposed that a 
distinction be made between those who had been there for more than a f ew years and 
those who had come since sulfone treatment was introduced. This proposal was not 
adopted, but it is evident that the new policy was not applied ruthlessly. Neverthe
less, the patient population was reduced by about one-quarter. 

Here are concrete examples of a problem that must exist, with varia
tions, in leprosaria in still other countries and one that is likely to get 
worse. It is a rehabilitation problem which demands the attention of those 
who are concerned with the welfare of leprosarium patients who should 
be ex-patients. 

One favorable thing about present-day therapy is that the earlier a 
patient who has to be hospitalized is found and put under active treatment, 
with no silly question about whether he wants or does not want to take 
it, then the quicker his lesions should be cleared up arid the less danger 
would there be of his becoming institutionalized to the point of being 
incompetent for extramural life. More comforting than that is . the 
thought that patients who get their treatment as outpatients are not 
separated from their families at all; their problems are different ones. 
This is an argument in favor of lessening the severity of regulations so 
as to permit all but the most obviously and seriously infectious cases to 
be treated as outpatients-a change which, however horrifying to the 
old-line segregationalist, is inevitable where attempts are made to control 
leprosy by mass treatment in the field. -H. W. WADE 

i WANTED: A WORD 

A word that signifies the living of a microorganism upon or within 
an animal body-the human animal, of course-without producing disease, 
or any perceptible abnormality, but nevertheless possessing the possibility 
of altering the individual's immunological status by means of products 
of metabolism or of dissolution of dead bugs. To "infect" connotes patho
genicity, the production of abnormality. To "infest" might serve, to con
note continued presence without disease, except for the fact that it has 
been arrogated (nasty word) in medical jargon for macro-sized parasites. 
To "associate" does not sound just right. As a matter of fact, nothing 
that comes to mind does. -H. W. W. 


