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lepromin testing) 27 per cent had developed leprosy, and most of them 
(14 of the 17) were lepromatous. Of the 524 "spontaneous" positives 
only 3.2 per cent (17) had developed leprosy, and none of them was 
lepromatous. 

(Of interest, too, is the fact that of the 93 converters mentioned only 
5, or 5.4%, were with the disease, one of them lepromatous, whereas 10 
of the 16 who did not convert had developed leprosy, 8 of them leproma
tous. This is a rate of 63 % for these persistently negative cases, which 
despite the unreliability of a rate derived from so small a group must 
be regarded as significant. In any event, it is very different from the 
results among the 47 run-of-the-mill negatives who were not reinjected, 
some of whom would undoubtedly have converted had they been repeatedly 
tested, since 85% of those who were reinjected did so. In that group of 
47 only 7 cases developed, or 15 %-6 of them lepromatous. One may 
speculate as to whether or not there may have been benefit for many 
from the single injections received, even though they showed no local 
response at the time.) 

Now, among the 524 original positives some proportion must have 
been infected with the tubercle bacillus, or at least would have reacted 
to a small dose of tuberculin; and some very likely had latent leprosy 
infections, for Bankura was a hotbed of that disease. However, since 
India is one of the countries with high rates of large-dose tuberculin 
reactivity, there was in all probability a material proportion of individuals 
of that kind among the lepromin positives. Yet that group showed a 
relatively high degree of protection against overt leprosy infection. It 
is intriguing to speculate about the extent to which a nonspecific im
munological condition, due neither to leprosy nor tuberculous ' infection, 
may have contributed to the resistance exhibited. 

This is of course sheer speculation concerning a phenomenon not yet 
fully established or explained, but the possibility seems sufficiently inter
esting to justify the suggestion that immunological studies along this 
line, lepromin reactivity correlated with two-dose tuberculin testing, might 
be undertaken in various regions for future information. This would be 
but an extension of the study of the relationships of the two diseases, or 
more specifically of the reactions pertaining to them, which has aroused 
the interest of so many workers. There are, of course, obvious difficulties 
-including the necessity of waiting many years for the answer. 

-H. W. WADE 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION 

At the general meeting of the International Leprosy Association held 
in Madrid on October 11, 1953, at the end of the sixth international con
gress/ the problem of increased cost of publishing THE JOURNAL was 

1 INTERNATIONAL LEPROSY ASSOCIATION. Minutes of the general meeting, Madrid. 
Internat. J. Leprosy 21 (1953) 548-557. 
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discussed, on invitation, by Dr. James A. Doull, medical director of the 
Leonard Wood Memorial, which organization since the beginning has 
borne the major part of the cost of publication. One of the possible ways 
of increasing income that he suggested was that there might be enlisted 
a group of Sustaining Members. This suggestion was approved, and the 
revised constitution adopted at the time 2 contains the following passage 
in the section on Memberships: 

Sustaining membership is a special class consisting of individuals, philanthropic 
and other organizations, including commercial, approved by the Council, who desire 
to contribute annually a minimum of US$25 or its equivalent for the support of the 
Association. 

Since that time Dr. E. Muir in England, who resumed the duties of 
secretary-treasurer of the Association after the death of Dr. John Lowe, 
and Dr. Doull in the United States, have enlisted the interest and sup
port of various organizations and firms. As a first result, there appeared 
on page 374 of our last issue (for July-September 1956) a list of ten 
such Sustaining Members. The number is now nineteen as shown on the 
last page of this issue. This list, increased as the number of new members 
of that category increases, will appear similarly in each issue. 

We wish most warmly to welcome these special members, and hope for 
their continued interest and support. -H. W. W. 

2 INTERNATIONAL LEPROSY ASSOCIATION. Constitution and by-laws. Internat. J. 
Leprosy 22 (1954) 65-70. 

CORRECTION 

Our attention has been called by Dr. S. N. Chatterjee to an error in his Letter 
to the Editor in the fourth issue of 1955, page 453. The two figures illustrating his 
Case No. 7368 were inadvertently transposed, so the Fig. 1 should have been Fig. 2, 
and vice versa. 


