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leprosaria in the U.S.S.R, it can only he said that- inclurling the 
Leprosy In sbtute- fourteen ar e mentioned hy name. A Zagar clinic is 
repeatedly mentioned, but no other one, suggest ing that it may he 
unique in some r espects. ~j1ha t tl1 el'e lllay perhaps he preventoria in 
Russia is suggested hy the mention of a "proplt.'·lactorium" in 
Astrakhan. 

'J~h e bases of admission to and discharge from the leprosaria are not 
apparent. It is s tat~d that of the pati ents of the Leprosy In stitute who 
had heen di scharged to outpatient tl'eailll ent, 91 pel' cent had tuber­
culoid leprosy, 8 per cent lepromatous, and] per cent . indetenninate. ]f 
the tuherculoid and indeterminate cases which had heen arlmitted ,,,er e 
run-of-the-mill cases of those categori es as seen else wher e, it would 
follow that bacteriologic positivity is not a prer eClui site for admission. 

It is to be hoped that, in the not-too-d istant f uture, more informa­
tion on these and other features of leprosy and leprosy work in Russia 
may be made available.- H. W. vV. 

Tl-TE :MODERN ArPHOACH 

One of th e cri ticisms of 'J1HE JOURNAL, voiced by certain of our 
readers who r es ponded to th e inCluir." ahout its usefulness made last 
year, is that it is primarily a magazine for doctors and does not contain 
enough material about the social aspects of leprosy-and al so, heard 
from other quarter s, about physical therapy and occupational theI;apy 
- to make it of much value to the so-called paramedical workers. The 
truth of the matter is that we are not prone to avoid accepting articl es 
on such topics, but that very few such manuscripts a re ever offered us. 

In this issue we reprint an arti cle by Lois Ann Shear er and Jean 
Hoodwin entitl ed Hansen's Di sease-A Modern Approach, which first 
appeared in Califar'nia's Health, the periodical of the California State 
Department of Public H ealth. It is unique, so far a s we are aware, 
in that it compl'i ses a report of an inquiry (evidently of the yes-or-no 
variety) among people connected with the public health department 
of that s tate-where~ it has recently been r eported, around 15 new cases 
are seen each year and over 250 persons who have or have had the 
disease are allowed to live without isolation. That, for exampl e, a full 
one-quarter of the pl'ofe. sional staff an swered either "yes" or "don't 
know" to the question wh ether or not all per sons with leprosy should 
be isolated, makes one wonder what the response would be to a similar 
inquiry among the professional personnel of the health services of 
states where leprosy is virtually never seen and therefore does not 
especially come to their attention. 

Similar inquiri es in other countri es might give interes ting results. 
-H. VV. vV. 


