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ill lepromin positivity induced by BCG vaccination, and if so how great 
that advantage may be-whether or not it will serve to prevent re
lapses. 

From this point of view J onquieres' second question may be elabo
rated as follows : Consid ering the known undependability of discharged 
patient-s in the matter of continuing their after-treatment, and also the 
known frequency of relapse, is it justifi ecr to attempt to )' einfo1'ce r e
sistance by indu cing lepromin reactivity in Mitsuda-neo'ative arr ested 
lepromatous cases hy m eans of BCG vaccination, or is the risk of r e
activating the disease too great to justify that measure? 

A sound answer would require comparativ e evaluation of the fr e
quencies, and al so the consequences Fl S regard s damage, of reactivation 
of the disease in the two circumstances, i. e., spontaneous or natural 
relapse on the one hand, and on the other hand r eactivation indnced by 
the vaccination. r:Chere is needed an experiment on a relatively large 
scale, caITied out on a sustained basis over a period of years, whether in 
on e large in stitut ion or in several cooperating institutions und er cen
tralized direction. From time to time as lepromatous patients under 
treatment are declared bacteriologically negative and therefo1'e candi
dates fo r fuitne pa1'ole, they would be tes ted with lepromin and tuher
culin. Lepromin negatives would he divided into vaccination and con
trol groups, under rules set- up h~T competent statist icians. The num
bers of cases would be added to periodically until the total involved in 
the experiment is suffi ciently la rge; how long the follow-up observa
tions should be carried would have to be determined. One wonders 
ahout the prospects of such an experim ent beillg undertaken . 

Tn the meantime, of CO Ul' e, observation of precipitation of leprosy 
lesions in apparently healthy pel' sons should be continued. No one 
knows what may have happened in heavily endemic area s like, for 
example, Tndia, 'where ma,'s B CG vaccination again st tuberculosis has 
been carried out, for the people vaccinated are not ohserved very long. 
Leprologis ts in such countries might be alerted to make such observa
tions wher e possible. 

- H. YV. ,V-ADE 

SYMPOSIA AT THE AAAS MEETI NGS 

r:rhe 1959 annual meeting of the American Association for the Ad
vancement of Science, held in Chicago in December, ,vas a s always a 
huge affair (4,636 paid registrants ) and a very complicated one. Be
sid es the general or special affair s set up by the Association itself, 
there were meetings of its 18 organized sections- which range alpha
betically from Agriculture, Anthropology and Astronomy on the one 
hand to :Medicine, Physics and Zoology on the other hand-and of many 
of the participating societies which had separate sessions. 

A report in Science [ 131 (1960) 510 (Feb. 19)] calls attention to 
the constantly increa ing empha si on symposia at these meetings in 
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r ecent years, with decrease in the number s of the r eading of con
tributed papers. , Apart from the peciallectul'es or addresses, the ses
sions totaled 137 for symposia, panels and invited paper s, against only 
32 for contributed paper s. This emphasis on symposia was not con
fined to the AAAS sections, committees and confer ences, but also held 
for the participating societies, as shown by the following figures : 

S essions f or 
Symposia, panels, etc. 
Contributed papers 

AAAS and ,its sections) etc. 
S es ions S peak('!'s 

71 410 
21 181 

P a!'ticipating societies 
Sessions S peake! .. ~ 

66 372 
11 98 

To take but one specific example, the meetin g of AAAS Section N, 
Medical Sciences, was a 4-session interdisciplinary symposium on 
" Aging- Facts and Theories," co-sponsored by Sections F (Zoology ), 
K (Social Sciences ) and Nd (Dentistry ), and by the Gerontological 
Society. There is no indication that any contributed paper s wer e r ead. 

This modern trend toward symposia has been seen in international 
meetings in recent years, and it affected the planning by the Interna
tional Leprosy Association of the scientific program of the last leprosy 
congress, held in Tokyo in 1958. It is to be expected that that feature 
will be continued and perhaps expanded at future congr esses. 

H. VV. ,V. 


