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"Always g ive the absolute ngures when you mention percent<lges. Do not worry 
about being redundant. For instance : Forty-one of the 115 patients were living a lld 74 
were dead .. . . There were 20 (17.3% ) who died of exsllnguination, 31 ('26.9% ) who di ed 
of hepatre failure, and 23 (20.0% ) whose death was dll e to unrelated causes. 

"If he Rhou lc1 in:; ist 011 just one more suggestion, I should add: 'In clinical flrticles 
avoid giving fradions of 1% . They clutter your paper; th ey make your fi gures harder 
t2 g rasp and hai·dCl·~ to 1'C'lll elliber; they tend to refl ed peclantry rather than pl'erision ; 
a nd they CHnllot lllflttel'.''' . 

W e applaud the writer's point of view. IJarticulady docs the last 
item appeal to Ufo;, th e on e about the pedalltry of the pseudo- or false 
accuracy. rPhe 'writer's point is illustrated in the last fi gures quoted. 
To usc the meritally ob tructive "precision " fi gures 17.3 0/0 and 26.9 70 
instead of tlre s impler 17 % and 27 % is quite useless in such circum-
stances, the fraction s without significance. . 

rrhis pseudo-accuracy is sometimes a somce of wry entertainment in 
looking over official r eports. Consider fir st how frequ ently the pri­
mary causes of deaths given in death ce l'tificates arc erroneous, and 
then observe that th e fr equency rates of the official mortality stati -tics 
are carri ed out to the second decimal .point- hecause the fi gures come 
out that way on the calculating machin e, not because they mean any­
thing. 

,iVritel's in rl~rn; JOUl'tN AL do not usc their statistics that \Va . Tn 
fact, th e tendency is rather to :;tvoid giving decimal fractions at alL 
The purpose of this note is, in 'part, to encourage that tendencjr. 

- H. '~T . 'iV. 
AIR MAIL LOST 

Before dawn on July 14 (Far Eastern time) a tran -Pacific ail' 
liner, which had left Reattle on July 11 (local tim e) and was on the last 
lap of the voyage to 1\i(anila, developed engine trouble and had to­
"ditch" (crash-land on water) a few miles off one of the island of the 
Philippines, about an hour short of Manila. The plane sank in a matter 
of minutes. The passenger s and crew wer e saved, but all else was lost, 
including the mail on board. 

It is quite probable that this plan e may have carried mail for the 
Editorial Office of THE J OUl~N AL at Clllion. This notice is to suggest 
that anyone who addressed anything by airmail to that office at sLlch a 
time that it might have" been on that plane, and who has not r eceived 
acknowledgment, should, follow up the matter by a duplicate commu­
nication.-H. YV. W. 


