
NEWS AND NOTES 

Information conce·rning institu,tions, organizations, and individuals 
connected with leprosy wo·rk, scient ific or other m eet·ings, legislative 
enactments and other ma tt ers of intercst. 

DfST URBANU I;;S IN 1' 1-11'; CONGO 

The fir st information rece ive(l abo ut the e ffects on lepros,v work a nt1 
lepl'osy worker s of the di sturbances that have occurred in the Repuhli c 
of the Congo (the one that was the Belgian Congo unt il it rece ivcd its 
independence on June 30th last) ha s corn e f rom a sourcc in a nothcr 
co un t ry in Af ri ca, but onc which has long had close con tacts with some 
of the workers there. 

At on e mission-supported iJ\ st ituti on \\'i thout a I'~uro pea ll dircctor 
at the tim e, the feeling ahout independcnce was-a t fi rst- 011C of r c­
joicing . T he two men tem pora rily lcft in char ge- who prcv i o u s l~ ' had 
r anged a<.; "medical assistan ts " - had a rra ngecLa celehra ti on, Hnd the,v 
and their wives had per sonally upplied pr csen ts for all of the pa tie nts 
for d ist ri bution at the ce lehration cer emonies . rrhe next 11ews \\,a8 sad. 
rrh en onc of those two men wa s in sole cha r ge of the administrative 
work a ncl therapy, bu t the district work was entirely unsupel'vi. eel . 

From another leprosariu m, not fa r away, all of the meel ica l staff 
had also been fo rced to leave. 'rh e dis trict work in that ar ea, " " 'her e 
tho rura l health worker s ar e dependa bl e and trust worthy," will , it is 
believed, pr obably co ntinue. 

Apart f rom this our corre pondent had r ece ived little specifi c info r ­
mation, although he had hea rd that the personn el (British, \.m erica n 
and Swed ish) of one mission hospital-at which was located the lep­
rosy r ehabilita tion clinic established by Dr. J~ . W. Price-had to be 
evacua ted by helicopter. 

It was felt tha t the trained per sonn el of the miss ion-established 
medical insti tutions should act as a Sall e a nd stabilizing element in the 
chaos and turmoil. However , some of them had a bandon ed their work 
as medica l assistants and had gone into politics-in which, it is sa id, 
there is a history of intimidation and thuggery tha t aug-m's ' ill for the 
future. Jt is expected that the medical situation will improve, espe­
cially regarding the non-Belgian mission doctors, but the drunken 
soldiery a ttacked mission stations indiscriminately in their lust and 
passion. B e that as it may, the present situatioll in that sad part of 
the world will set the leprosy clock back a t leas t ten years ther e. 

" The tragedy is that the finest medical service in tropical Africa is 
in the throes of di sintegration. The new Provillcia I Directors arc 
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a pparently political appointees for the most part, and the lot of the 
rcmaining Belgian doctor s appears to be an unhappy one." 

WEST Al~RICAN CONFERENCE ON TUBERCULOSIS AND LEPROSY 

A confercnce on tuberculosis and leprosy was held by the ·West Af­
ri can Council for Medical R esearch at J os, N orthel'n Nigeria, F ebru­
a ry ] -20, 1950. rl'he following notes on the contributions concerning lep­
rosy arc taken- not entirely verbatim- from a report of the meeting 
ill Tub ercle 40 (1959) 296-290. 

In t he discus;.; ions on ep idellliology and control, Dr. C. M. Ross described thc in ­
flu ence on the di sease of thr wide climati c and r acial differences in N igeria.. P ersons with 
leprosy are tol er ated by the COllllllUnity and a re fou nd in la rge nUlllbers in trad ing vil­
lagt's, but trihal g roups exclude them, leading to striking differ cnces in incidence in 
vill ages whi ch a re ncar to each other. Tribes descending f rom the hills to the fertile 
plains have developcd leprosy of epidemic proportions, with an incidence of more than 
150 per 1,000. Tbe lepromatous rate ranged f rom 8-15% in differ ent parts. Bad living 
conditions and absence of clothing are Rccol11panied by a high incidencl' of the disease, 
and this together with the exclusion of the lepromatous cases leads to a hi gh tubercul oid 
ratc in the p rimitive trihal peoplf'. Tn the clothed an d bettf' r-off 1\:I" oslel11 s the incidence 
is lower a nd t hen' arc morl' lep romatous patients, of wh om they take ca rp. Tn the gen­
erlll pattern of di sea~e, weani ng, p uber ty, p r egnancy and lactation Associatf'd with under­
nutrition are important fac tors in r elapses, and the Ill any severe and fa tal lcpromatous 
cases seen in childhood are attributed to under-nutrition . Mass outpatient trea tment based 
u pon the epidemiologic dAta has incrl'ased the numbers of patients [ rom 10,000 in 1952 
to 160,000 in 1958 with 20,000 discharged frolll treatment. The 1'1Ilphasis is u pon out­
patient treatment of many sub jects mther tha n seg regation of a few, a lthough volun tary 
segregation is encouraged. 

D R. J . A. DRETs BAc H emphasized the need fo r remedial surgery in th E' rehabilitation 
of the patient, and described surgical procetlures whi ch a re E'ffective in preventing 
i rreversible damage. 

An invcstigati on into BCG vacci na tion in pl·ophylaxis was reported by DR. R. E . 
PFALTZGRAF~' . H e fou nd that 58% of childrl'n in contar·t with in fe(·t ive rases WHe tuber­
culin positive, and 18% of th osf' in contact with so-clJ ll rcl "losf'd casrs. BCG vaccination 
was performed on 2.')3 tuberculin-nega tive childr('!"1. Over thl' fo ll owing 21/2 .vears, 3 of 
these 253 children (1.2% ) developed leprosy, compared with 3 cases in 11 nonvaccinated 
children (27% ) , and with an incidence of 23% in the 2% ,YE'a rs p reced ing the BCG 
vaccination. (U nfo rtunately there wcre no contelllpOl"fll1 rOus control g roups in this study 
to ~upport th l' illlprcssion of effective protection by BCG vaccination.) 

The effects of vaccinia vacc inat ion in II g roup of patients were r eported by DR. r. i\I. 
\ \ - .EBs'r.ER. She found that bf'tween 7 to 10 days after vaccinat ion, erythema nodosum 
leprosum or neuritis appeared in 83% of prev iously unvaccina ted leproll l!ltous patients, 
lind in 25% of nonlepromatous pa ti ents . In prev iously-vace inaterl subj ects giving a r eac­
tion of: immunity on r cvnccina ti on, there was no difl'erl'nce in the two Ir pros,Y g roups, 
r eactions appearing exclusively in those patients with a h istory of silllil a r rl'actions in 
th e past. 

The signifi cance of the l\IitsudA reaction wa s anal yzed by DR. T. F . DAYEY. H e 
concluded tha t the late tuberculoid reAction to lep rom in is evidence of tissue resistance 
ra.ther than of a specifi c r eaction to the leprosy bacillus. In IlI Any ~I[itsuda -negative 
lepromatous patients, BCG was effective in p!"Odueing tuberculin hype rsl'ns itiyity without 
influencing the Mitsud a rellction . He suggested that there is n section of th f' populiltion 
who are likely to r espond in II lep ron latous way to the lep rosy bacillus, a nd tha t it is 
fa ll acious to r ely on BCG as the onl y prl'venti vc Ill easure in endem ic area ·. . 

Majo r advan ces in the culture of M. lep ra !' m1/,l·ill1n, the cause of r a t leprosy, were 
r eported by DR. R. J. "'IV. RE.ES. The generati on time " in vivo" has been fo und to be 10-12 
days in the mouse and 7-8 days in the rat. S ince thcre ar e simila riti es with M. leprae 
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a nd with leprosy .in man, the very long generation time described suggests that the 
incubation period of leprosy in man may be t wo years or more. The Illurine bacillus 
remained in fect ive fo r 40 days in monocyte ti ssue cultures, in contrast to their dea th in 
3 weeks without these cell s, althoug b no multipli cation WitS shown. With the develop­
ment of precise methods for quantitative estimation of the numbers of orga ni sms, it has 
been poss ible to show sig nifl cant although limited multipli cation in tissue cultul'es of 
in fected spleen. In rat flbrobla st t issue cultures, increases of 3 to 5.5 fold in the number 
of JI[. Zepme 1nu1'i1l1n have been observed. The in crease was inhibited by streptomyci n 0 1' 

isoniazid. E lectron micl'oscoPy has di stingui shcd between infeetive I1 nd non fect ive (dc­
generate) f01111S, the 1l1 ttel' pl'edominating in a ni nlal s r eceiving effective chcmotherapy. 

" ATYPICAL ,,' MYCOBACTERIA AT T H E ISTAN BUL CONF I·atENCE 

'What ar c usually called the "atypical " mycohactel' ia - rcfclTing 
particula rly to thosc not id cntifiablc as thc tubcrclc bacilli hut which 
ar c fo und as causativc agcnts of disea sc pr ocesscs in man, usually 
pulmonary and rescmbling tuberculosi. s in clinical features-werc for 
the fir st time the subject of spccial discussion in an international meet­
ing when they were dealt with by one of the eight symposia (panel 
sessions) of the XVth International Tuberculosis Confcr encc, held in 
I stanbul September 14-1'9, 1959. R eports of thcse symposium scssions 
-among other things-ar e contained in N e'ws L ett er No. 12, December 
1959, a 72-pagc publication put out by thc Tntcrnational Union \.gainst 
Tuberculosis, 15 Rue Pomereu, Paris 16e, France. 

rrher e are in fact two reports of each of the medical symposia. Onc 
is in a section of rcmarks on the Conference by Prof. B . Kreis, of 
Paris ; the other is in a section of summary statements by the chairmen 
of thc individual symposia. 'With regard to the symposium on atypical 
acidfasts, at least, these two rcports are in effect complemcntary; 
Kreis' notes, writtcn as if by a session rapporteur, give certain detail s 
of presentation s (and to some extent of disagreements), while J cnkins' 
report is more concerncd with thc general fcaturcs of the discll ssion s 
and thc agreements arrived at. 

The name "at~l pical" was objected to, as it has been of late. Runyon p refe rs "a nony­
mous," Jenkins does not mention that term (01' the word "unidentifled," which Bignall 
has suggested), but he says that tbe panel agreed that "atypical" has erl'oneous implica­
tion and should be dropped "as soon as specifl c taxonomy allows." Appal'ently opinions 
diffe red as to whethel' or not saprophytic acidfasts should be included in the class, bu t 
J enkins indicates that, "for purposes of discussion," it should include only those which 
have been isolated f rom human sources, with emphasis on pathogenicity for man. 

Runyon's four-group classiflcation- of which, it appeal'S, Jenkins himself has a 
simpliflcation- wa agreed upon, although not unanim ously approved. Briefly : Group I 
(photochromogens), become colored when exposed to light while growing, Gl'OUp II 
(scoto [= dark] chromogens), produce pigment even when grown in the d:uk. Gl'OUp III 
are essentially nonchromogens (including the "Battey" type ol'ga ni sms). Gl'OUp IV are 
rapid growers. 

The names of the symposium member are not g iven, but J enkins speaks of his 
g roup as a seventeen-member panel. Several names appeal' in Kreis' r eport, especially in 
connection with the data on geog raphic distribution- data which undoubtedly are 
affected to Hn undeterminable degree by the variable criteri a used by different workers 
in decid ing what cultures to ca ll "atypical." Jenk ins (U.S .A.) found 575 atypical strains 
among 1,360 positive cultures (42%); Nasta (Rumania) 112 among 820 cultures (14%); 
BUl'ke (Canada) 42 a mong 1,060 (4%); Hedva ll (Sweden), 16 among 1,654 (1% ); 
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Besta (Italy), 4 among 800 (0.5% ); Mitchisol1 (Great Britain), 7 among 1,081 (0.6% ); 
Gernez-Rieux (France), 8 among 45,000 (0.02% ). Other names particul arly mentioned 
by Kreis include K agl'amanov (U.S.S.R.), Meissner (Germa ny), and Lanyi (Hungary); 
and Runyon was evidently present, but 5 others of the 17 -Illan panel r emain unidentified. 

UNICEF-W HO/ PASB COOPERA'l'lON I N ARGENTINA 

~ehe Information Center of the United ;Nations in Buenos Aircs re­
ported, in ~ I arch 1960, that the Board of Di rector s of UNl CgF had 
allotted the amount of $250,000 for three govcl'l1ment programs for 
improving the health condition s of \.rgentina. One of thcse was a 
5-year plan for the control of leprosy, this implying that the 'World 
Health Organization ('WHO) and the Pall-Ame rican San itary Burcau 
(P ASB) had approved the leprosy control progr am prCSCH tcd hy 
Argentina. 

For its implemen tation UNICEF will suppl y the motor vebicles, drugs fl lld labora­
tory equipment valued at $79,000, and Argentina for its part will sp end a considerably 
g reater alllount fo r the expenses of operation. A tripartite agreement between UKICEF, 
WIIO IP ASB fi nd the government of Argentinfl will soon be signed, and the approved 
plans will be undertaken flt once. Periodica ll y, a consultllnt f rom PASB / WILO will bl' 
dcsignated to observe the progrcss ancl implclllcntlltion of the p rograms. 

An intensive cflmpaign of hca lth education will be carriecl out to f ll cilitllte findin g of 
the cases and to Il SSUl'e t heir regular treatmcnt. It will be elllphfl sized that Icprosy is not 
as contag ious a disease as tradition has had it, and that home trea tment hil S resulted in 
the recognition and treatment of many patients who previously have hidden thei l' di sease 
for fear of seg regation- which measure is now prescribed on ly for the very se rious cases. 
- G. BASOMBRTO 

METHIMAZOLE A MIRACLE Dl~UG ~ 

R ecently informal reports have bcen heard that a drug long uscd in 
thyroid disease, Tapazole (m ethimazolo, Lil1 y) , has by chance been 
found to be extraordinarily effective in leprosy by Dr. Arturo O'Byrnc 
Gonzalez, of Cali, Colombia. 1t seems that not only the manufacturer 
concerned is impressed, but also certain leprologists who have seen the 
supporting photographs. 

The story, briefly, is that the drug was heing g iven to a thyrotoxi cosis patient 
who happened also to have some baci llus-positive leprosy maeules, and these disappearcd. 
O'Byrne then proceeded to trea t more than 200 other lep rosy cases, lepromatous amI 
tuberculoid, with antithyroid drug-s and found Tapazole to be by far the 1lI0st effective of 
them. With it he beg-an treatment with one 10-mgm. tablet daily for one week, to test 
the patients' sensitivity to the drug, and then increased to 20-30 mgm. dai ly in divided 
doses, and in some cases as much as 60 mgm. a day. E li Lill y and COlllpany supplied 
O'Byrne with enough of the drug to extend the study, which hfl s now included observll­
tions of OVCI' 60 Cfl ses fo r p eriods up to two years. 

The results, as illustrated by the color photographs-in each of which the date is 
seen atta ched to the patient by ad hesive tape--have been called by those who have seen 
them "amazing," and "fantastic." "Clinical resolution almost complcte in 3 weeks and 
complete in 3 Ill onths, the bfl cteriolog ical findings said to chang-e in parallel." 

On the basis of unpublished reports of these results, it is said, the drug is now un­
der trial in severa l other p laces. Until reports of these tJ'ials are seen- find of course 
a report of the origina l study- no definite statements in the matter ca n be mu'de. On on~' 
pertinent po int, we are advised that- although the chemical name of the drug is 1-methyl-
2-mercaptoil1liclazole- it ca nnot work in the way that the mercap tan derivative Eti ul 
(d iethyldithiohsophthalate) does. 
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DANIELSS I':N AND HA NS EN OF BERG I·:N 

In 1957 there wer e published articles commemorating th e centenary 
of the existing leprosy hospital in Bergen. The older place had burned 
down on Christmas gve, 1853, and the new one wa s opened on Jun e 12, 
1857. vVith a capacity of 270 patients, and having housed a total of 
2,031 in the meantime, the number of inmates at the tim e of the cen­
tenary was on 1y 5. 

~rh e histo ry of the hospital was recounted by Dr. Ii. :Melsom- who, 
shortly afterward, r esigned a leprosy of-licer for Norway because ther e 
was no longer .iustification for continuing the job. :Melsom's article 
told something [according to a note in J.A.M.A. 164 (1957) 1501] of 
what was don e for the patients, with special reference to baths and 
occupational therapy. That article, and to some extent one by Prof. 
T. l\f. Vogelsang, were apparently the basis of a note by Claude Lil­
lingston in the British Medical J Otl,rnal [1 (1957) 1416] which dealt 
mainly with the personalities of Danielssen and Hansen, and that part 
is r eproduced here, somewhat condensed . The story of Hansen 's dis­
eha rge from the position of chief of the B ergen Hospital is not of gen­
e ral knowledge. 

The two IIlpn , 01'. D. C. Danielssen and Dr. Gerhard Henddk Armauer Hansen, 
who did much fo r [ the] high reputation [of the Bergen hosp ital ] were outstanding, 
for ceful personaliti es. Danielssen, the senior, acquired horrified awe in the minds of his 
patients by his pa ss ion for postmortem examinations. On several occasions he tried to 
inocul ate himself a nd melllbers of his staff with leprous material-always with negative 
results. '1'0 which Danielssen presumabl y r ema rk ed : " I told you so!" For he regarded 
leprosy as a nonin fect ious disease- " heredita ry dyscrasia sa ng uinis." 

This diagnosis hinged on much lahori ous pathological a nd anatomical research, and 
on quantitative a na lyses of the a lhulIlill and g lobulin content of the blood of lepers. 
'When Rudolf Vi n:how visited Bergf'n ill ] 859, Oanielssen delllonstrated the brown 
nodules which he hlld learnt to rega rd as cha rflcte ri sti c of leprosy, a nd whi ch are now 
known to be conglomerations of leprosy bacilli. Virchow pooh-poohed the not ion of sOlli e 
causa l r elationship, di smissing these nodu les as mere clumps of degenerated fat. To hi s 
dying day Danielssen fret ted over hav ing meekly deferred to the g reat Virchow on this 
occasion. 

H a nsen spotted the unstained ba cillus of leprosy in 1873, repo rting his di scovery at 
a medical meeting in Oslo in 1874. It was some tim e late r that this IJ<lc illus was suc­
ce sfull y stained for the first time. Danielssen might well have been forg iven had he 
resented the refutation of his pet theory by his junior [and son-in -Illw], but as a matter 
of fact he was f urious witb Hansen for not hav ing pushed his claim to his di scovery 
with suffi cient energy. 

[This story is a li ttle one-sided. Hansen wrote in his memoirs (see Fite and Wade, 
TH E JOURNAL 23 (1955) 418-428), that Neisser- -in his first p ublication on the staining 
of the bacillus, afte r hi s visit to Bergen- " ... did not refra in f rom saying that Daniels­
><f'n had asked hilll with irony if Hansen had shown him his bacteria. I took this [state­
ment by Neisser] very quieti ... . but Danielssen became angry, especially because he 
bad regarded my findings with irony, a nd rebuked IIl e for my indolence [ in publi shing] 
for as he saw it t here was an attempt to stea l my di scovery." ] 

Hansen a lso wa s add icted to incursions into the fie ld of ex perimental pathology. In 
1879 he attempted to inocu late the eye of a patient suffering f rom the smooth form of 
leprosy with material ta ken f rolll a patient suffering frolll thl' nodu lar fo rm of the dis­
ease. The reaction was "marked ly elllotional." The storlll which now blew up was so 
violent [ including lega l procppdings] that Hansen was relieved of his ap pointment as 
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ehid' of' t il(' hm;pitnl, but llo t as t ill' ('hil'f' III!'di l'al offiet' l' fol' Il'pl 'os~1 1'01' th l' wh ole of 
;\OI'\I'HY [ whi('1i 11(' Iwld until hi s drath ] , This bl'irl' laps!' 1'),0 111 good ta stl' in thl' Blatt!')' 
(if' viyi sl.'ctioll WH S well-nigh f'O)'gottl'n II"lwll Ill' di('d in 1912, thl' aeknowll'dged di s('ol'l' I'l')' 
1'0 1' tlw first lilli e of th e II lic'l'obi c ol'igi n of H ehl'ollie di sl'ns(', 

A L,\TI': J' H OTO(;UA L' lei OF HA NS EX 

l \ppropr iat (' to tlw forpg'oing jtm1 is a photog raph of I I <1l1S(,lI at hi s 
mi c rosco p (' \\'hplI h (' wa s w (, 11 alOll g in )'('ars, which wa s s llppli pd hy 
Dr, Chapman H, Binfo rd , of 111(' J\ rl1H' d Worc('s IlI st i11111' of J>atholog)' 
III ,\'a s hillgi oll , D.l'" who had l'l'cp ivt'd it fr o111 Prol'. ' I'. ,\1. \ ' ogt'lsallg. 

\)1' . Billl'ol'd l'l'IIIfll'k!'d ill his Il'Itl 'l', " We do llOt .kn ow wlwth!'1' 1)1' 1I0t t hi s is tli !' 
IIlicl'oseO pl' Ill' lIsl'd wlwil hl' fil'st SII II' til<' h ~l<· illu s." ]<' 1'0111 its IIPP('1I1'1I11 ('l' , hOWl' l'('I', it is 
1l. l'!'n ll y old IIlo(\el (as is tlil' Vd l'l'n ll II li('l'!) lOIll C), 1111(1 it 11I11 Y 1)(' dOllhtc 'd thnt II nns!' 1l 
lind til(' IIII'allS with \\'hi(,1i to pUi'l'hns!' 1llllilY Illi('l'oS('OIWS ill hi s lil'l, tillic' . 

Cott,·tesy of the Arm ed f 'o /'r es Tn .vlilllt e of Pathology. 
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NEWS ITEMS 

Venezuela: Postgmduat e cow'se in lepl·ology.- It is reported by Dr. Jacinto Con­
vit, chief of the leprosy service of Venezuela, that their tenth postg raduate course in 
leprology wa s given during the second semester of 1959 under arrangements with the 
School of Puhlic H ealt.h of the Centra l Univers ity, in Caracas. Five physicians were 
enroll ed and r eceived f ull -time in: t ru ct ion for three months, the course including, besides 
lep rology, fundalll(~nta l del'lilatology, a nd the ba sic principles of appli ed stat ist ics. Three 
of t he fiv e men have heen elllployeJ ill the l epro~y fie ld servi ce ; the other two attend('d 
the course under stipends f' rolll the Pa n-A lll eri Cil n Sa nitary B urea u . 

. Argentina: Anotll el' change ,of name.- Tt hilS heen learned thilt the leprosy service 
in Argentina, whi ch ha~ had >:evera l (·hflnges of' nalll e [see THE J OURNAL 27 (1959) 75], 
now has a new one. It is now, offi ciall y, the Dircccion de Lueha Dermatolog ica, a nd the 
headquarters offi ce is the DispenSH rio of that Direcc ion. It is sti ll loca ted at AYfl cucho 
1477, and Dr. E. D. L. J onquieres is st ill the di retto I' . 

France: S I:stel' lJ1[/1'ie-S uzanne's lab om tol'y ot Lyon.- Th e Laboratoire de R.e­
cherches sur la Lepre, at Lyo n, which since the death of S1'. Ma ri e-Suza nne has been 
under the direction of Sr. Marie de la Trinite, is continuing in act iv ity. Du ri ng the past 
year it has been occupied espec iall y with a nUlllbel' of new ex per iments, whi ch had been 
started by t he founder of the la boratory, with another acid-fast organi sm. This organ­
ism, obta in ed f rom another patient, has been rega rd ed as a nother stra in of M. 1n[t1'l:an1l1n 
although it is r ecognized that it mily prove to be bi ologica ll y di ffe rent. During the year 
a loss was suffered in the dea th of Prof . R. Noe l, who had always been an active col­
laborator. 

Ethiopia: Second National Confel·ence.- It has been announ ced that the Second 
National Leprosy Conference will be held in Add is Ababa, September 29-0ctober 1, 1960. 
According to the preliminary program the sess ions, after the inaug ural one, w'ill be 
devoted to (1) epidemiology (in Ethiopia) and p rophylaxi s ; (2) t reatment, mass a nd 
individual ; (3) diagnosis a nd classi fica ti on; (4 ) r eha bi lita tion and rela ted topics . In­
quiries and suggest ions should be addressed to Dr. K. F . Scha ll er , P.O . Box 1133, Addis 
Ababa. 

Seychelles: H ealth slI1·vey.- At the r eq uest of the governlll ent, W.aO hilS recentl y 
made a hea lth survey of the Seychell e I slands, :lnd a summary of the report is in the 
March 1960 issue of TV fIO Chl·onicle. The g roup totals 92 islands, of whi ch 40 are in­
habited ; the total a rea is 405 sq. km ., and the populati on 40,000. Intestinal di seases, it 
is ~aid , are the principul publi c hea lth prohlem; there were 100 cases of tubercuJ osis in 
1957, and 50 cases of leprosy-·which would make its prevalence a little over 1 per 
thousa nd. Nothing is sa id about what is being done about these cases. 

India: Ayu1'1'ec7a l'eseal'ch in lepl'osy tl·eatment.-B ecause ( it is understood) of dis­
sa tisfaction in certa in circles over the fact that the native ayurvedic system of medicine 
is being ignored in model'll :lnti leprosy work, a group of ayurvedic p ractitioners has 
organi zed a Lep rosy Relief Institute of Ayurveda, at Bangalol'e, 1\1ysore State. The de­
cla red pu rpose is "to promote research in ayurvl'dic science and in pa rti cuia[' leprosy," 
and to that end it is' p lanned to establish a special hospital in which leprosy patients will 
be trea ted by several selected memhers of their p ersuasion . The Gandhi Memoria l Lep­
rosy Found:l.tion is fina ncing the scheme for two years, as a supervised experiment. The 
medicaments to be used in the tria l are first to be divulged to the Foundation, but as yet 
their nature cannot be indi cated, except that they are li kely to lean heav ily toward herbal 
medicines. 

Malaya: "H uman cont1'[tbanc7."-Th e following story on smuggli ng is taken verba­
t im from a Foreign Letters column of the J.A .lI1.A. ., June 11, 1960: Smuggli ng across 
the Malacca Straits f rom Sumatra to Malaya is an old custom. 'rhe commonest articles 
of contraband are cigarettes and illicit drugs, but customs official s have r ecent.ly come 
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ae ro;;s I1n innovation- the smuggling of lepers. Lep ers cannot get effecti ve trea ttll ent in 
Sumatra. Malaya, on the othel' hand , has SOlli e first-class leper settl ements. About 50 
Indonesians f rom Sumatra, who were smuggled into Malaya, are now under trea tment at 
sueh a settlellient neal' Kuala Lumpur. An orga nized band of smugg'lel's bring tbese 
lepers across the StJ'l1its to a small island near Port Swettenham and then smuggle 
thelll ashore. 

Japan: Ja panese L ep'I' os,I} A ssoria tl:on .- Th e 33l'd annual meeting of the J ap anese 
Leprosy Associlltion WI1 S scheduled to be held April 4:5 a t the Aise ien National Lepro­
Sll riull l a t Nllgashima, un de r th e chairmanshi p of Dr. K. Mitsuda (fo r whom Dr. S . 
Tniwshima, d irector of the ]eprosnriUlll , was to act ) . D r. S. Omori, director o f the De­
p artm ent of Dermatology an d Urology, Tokyo P oliee H ospi ta l, was to be the guest 
sp el1 ker , hi !'; subj ect P lasti c S urg'l' ry of the F ace. There was to bc a SYlll posiulll on 
AIl l' mi;] in Leprosy, with Dr. TakHshima HS chainlllln , and Drs. J. Minato, S. K obayashi , 
Ch. lto and T. Yo kota cont ributors. 

R epl'esell,tat -ives at B01ll/w,I/.-- Dr. K . H il mall o, executi ve directo r of thc Tofu K yo.kili 
(J ilpa nese Leprosy ]<-'oundation ), Dr. K. Yanllg isa wa, vice-di rccto r of the National In­
sti tute of H ea lth , nnd MI'. Y. Yuasa, who p layed a leading role in thc publ ica tion of the 
tra nsacti on ' of the Tokyo Congress, attendpd the meetings of the Indian Associa ti on of 
Leprologists and the A ll-India Leprosy vVorkel'S' Confe rence, held Decembcr 15-18, 1959, 
in Bombay, after they Il lade visits of inspcction of the leprosari a and the antil epl'osy 
t<l lllpa ig n in I ndi a. 

Philippin'es: Semiu(I1' f Ol' trareling kin cli;nic offi cM·s.- In J anu l1 ry 1960 an 11-
day semina l' on leprosy wa s hcld at t he Lep rosy ResPflrch and Training Center in Manila , 
to enhance the tec hnical and practical kn owl erlge of the ll lpdi ca l officers in cha rge of the 
10 trn veling skin clinics in the country . It opened. up new vistas for solving p roblcms 
encoun tered by thc lep rosy fi eld workers. Speakers on publi c administ rati on werc most 
usef ul in emphasizing the manner of dealing with the pub lic, to ~pll t he lepros,\' cam­
paign program to the people and teach them ma tters cOll cen iing hea lth ed uca ti on. E ach 
leprosy p atient r egistered should be individuali zed, to gain the confi dence of the pati ents. 
rrh py were 1l1so told to pxel't their grea test effort in r eaching all t he cases of lep rosy in 
their r esp ective regions, to ensurc sustained treatment for all thc pa ti ents master -listed 
in the different traveling skin clini cs.- J. O. NOI~ASCO . 

United States : Funds f or intemational l·eseal·ch.- Dcspi te pessimism abou t the 
accep tance of the United Stn tes Congress of thc p lnn of Sen . Hubert M. H.umphrey to 
establi sh a multi -million-doll ar offi ce for international medicall'esea rch, therc woul(l seem 
to ha ve been . ome p rog ress, if g rad ual and hal t ing, in th a.t directi on. It is r eported in 
thc A .llf .A. N ews that a. subcomm ittee of the H ouse of Reprcscntatives had approved II 

$10 milli on prog ram , to be under an office in the Depar tm ent of H ealth , Educa ti on and 
vVe lfa re. This is sp oken of as a sca led-down version of legisla tion p assed by the Senate 
last year (of which we saw no rep ort ) . 

Cl-in ical appointments in H a1vaiian lepl·osa'l' ia.- In reply to a letter f rom a doctor of 
another country who had inquircd about the ava il ability of positions on the mcdical staff 
of the leporsaria in H awaii, DJ'. Ira D. Hirschy, director of the corresponding division 
of the Department of H ealth, r eplied essentially as follows : The p rog ram is rela tively 
very small , and part of the work is done through outpatient clinics. There are 60 active 
p atients a t the J-IHl e l\Iohalu H osp ital, wherc all new pati ents r equiring isola ti on are 
hospita li zed, I1nd 80 "acti ve" pa tients still at the old lep rosa rium , the K alaupllpa Settl e­
mcnt on Moloka i I sland. There is one physician in res idence at each of the two hospitals. 
vVe have one labora tory techni cian a t each hospital for the routine laboratory work, 
but send out to a practicing p athologist any ti ssue specimens requiring di ngnosis. Hirschy 
added that the two hospitals are op erated under sta te r egulations, which require that all 
cmployees be Unitcd Sta tes citi zens and r csidents of the Sta te of Hawaii . It is not p os­
siblc to consider the elllpl oyment of anyone who does not meet those r equirements, even 
though there may be vacnncics fo J' which p ersonnel is needed. (Thus it appea rs that not 
only ali ens, hut also Alll el'iclln citi zens of othcr sta tes, are excluded.) 

A mel'ican L ep?'osy M'issions' plans.- Th e Ameri can Leprosy Missions, Inc., is pla n­
nin O' to establish ill strateg ic areas of the world pilot plants that will opel'llte a modcl 
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('en ters fo r pat ients, dell lo nstrat ing how tilt' bpst poss ible tare (,fi n be })rol' idpd on a na­
tional sca le (ae-co rding to the New ":nglllnd J OII ',"nal 0/ Medicine, spottpd by S r. Hila ry 
Ross ) , These centers will colllbine th e II1 0st up-to-date therapy with training courses in 
co rrective surgery, physiothenlpy and other aspeds of rehabilitat ion, a nd resea rch. The 
fi r st of t hese pilot p lants has a lrefl dy bee n openrd on a 5,000-ac re trflct in Iambi, Tan­
gan yika , and patients a re being moved to it f rolll old settlell1ents. [This must be onl y in 
a prrlim.inary wa y, in view of the statelllpnt t hat the s ix-year building program to pro­
vide fllc iliti rs for 1,000 pa til'llts a nd staff is es tilll atl'd at $117,000. Inflfl tion is not the 
onl y 1Il 0dern p hell oll lenon which to ntinua ll y :s pirals upward. Xecessa ril y, there is spiral­
ing of ('st inmtes of the world total 01' l('p rosy ('li S P S, for in order to lI1ake news each new 
estimator must COlliI' fo rth with a IlIa h· ri a ll y largpr figure than the last one. The figu re 
g iven in th e repo rt fronl whi ch the abov!' note wa s prepared is 20,000,000!] 

Committee on 'unclassified b c~cilli .- In tl'rrs t in the "a nonYIll OUs" nr id fasts has g row n 
to H poi nt thnt the CO llllllittee on Therapy of till' All leri t:l ll Trudeau Society, whi ch is 
the IIledica l section of til(' N:ltional Tuhl' \'( ' lIlosis Assoriat ion, ha. appointed a Subco lll ­
Illittee on Unclass ifil'd (Atypital) Ar' id -fast B:l t illi . The IIl elllbers ar e: 'Wi llia m Lester, 
M,D., 5515 Coun ty Lin e Hoa d, II insdale, Illinois (cba irma n); Ernest H. Run Y0!l1, 
Ph.D. , Vetel'<1I1s' Adillini stratio ll I1 ospita l, Sa lt Lake City 13, Utah; a nd Lydi a B. 
Edwa rd s, M. D., Division of Speci}l l 11 ea lth Se rvi ces, U.S. Publi c H ea lth Serv ice, W ash­
ington 25, D. C. 

lVhen and tully "unc/asISijied" 1II,IIcoba ct eria f- There hns been sOlli e di scussion about 
the iso lation from human 50Ur('es of the kind of III ),coba(·te ri a whi ch the A mericcm R eIJ ie1( 
0/ R espimtol'Y D1:seases (see th e M ar('h 19()0 issue, correspondence section) apparentl y 
prefer. · to cnll " un class ified" (usua ll y ca ll(·(\ "at.l·p ica l"; sOllletimes "a nonYlllou >; ," or "un­
identified") . One centpl' ('lli turpd onl y 1 ~t rain [ 1'0111 .JOO gl1st ri ~ aspi rates f rolll non­
tubercul ous patients, and l'C'ga rd ed that as an a r('idC'nt:l 1 sap l'oph ,vtp; t lw freq uent iso la ­
tions of such o rga lli ti nl ~ i rolll such 11I I1tc l'ial in t ubpl't ulosis sanita ria was fp lt to he i ll 
sOlli e way J't·lated to the tubercul os is or its treat lllent. The results 'a nel co nclus ions were 
cri ticized f rom another ('enter. The findings of it th ird center, however, supported t hose 
of the first one. They hl1 d Iliade on ly 2 isolations from 203 nontubel'cul ous patients 
(0.9% ) but 77 from 405 with tubercul osis (19 % ). The effects in vitl'o of antituber cul osis 
d rugs on the tubercle bacilli were then studi ed, with interesting results indi cating the 
prod uct ion of ge netic va ri ants of t he pl1 rpnt orga nism. 

"(Jmnuloma 1lI.IJster.'l!'-So is hl'aded a news item in the A .. M.A. N ell'8, r cpo rting the 
isolation and identificllt ion of ill. bi/lnei as the causative agent of' son Ic 260 sk in infec­
tions .incUl'red durin g SWillllllillg in 1\ hot sp rin gs pool in a Colorado reso rt. All of the 
victillls were found to be tuhCl'wlin posit ivp, a lthough they did not ha ve tu1)(,l'cu losis. 

Odd 11'eatmen /8 at Can- ille in th e pa8 / .- A member of th e staff of Th e S tar (Car­
vi ll e ), nn oldtilller there, has related sonIC-of th e odd trea tnlCnts that pntients have used 
in the long-d istant past, wh en they wl're g roping for something that mig ht be effective. 
Some medicated themselves secretl y, a nd ~o ll1 et im es a patient would delll and something 
new of the IlI cdic:d office r and he would ag ree a lthougb r eluctantly, and in either event 
the patient's 1I 101':11e would decline with hi s condition . One home-Illade treatment con­
s isted of drinking a decoction of willow bark and taking dail y swe~l ts in the stifling hot 
a tti c. The lIIain effect was th a t litany of the willows on the hospita l g round wer e 
stripped, Then ca lli e th e tria l by th e staff of the treatment with diphtheria toxoid, r ec­
ommended by a man who had used it in Thailand- an ordea l that is sti ll r emember ed as 
g rim miser y. All that was ended soon afterwa I'd , with the introduction of the sul fo nes, 

F elix, the P1"Oucl PCtlJa.- Thi s is a n I1necdote rela ted in a r ecent issue of th e Qlles­
tion Mat'k (an intramural mimeographed sheet put out each week hy th e Carvi ll e hig h 
school students fo r the patients ). 

Last Sunday morning, F eli x Gonzalez rushed into the amateur radio room in House 
30, where K5USV,T was transmitting. 

"Do you have a New Orleans station on the a ir, Buddy~" asked Felix excitedly. 
"My wife was taken to the hospital in New Orleans a t three o'clock tbis morning, but I 
don' t know if she has hnd the baby yet If th a t is a New Orleans station, a, k him to 
phone the hospital to find out if Hilda has had the baby." 

Immediately Buddy asked Sam Cobb, whom he wa s speaking to in New Orleans, to 
dial the hospital and get the news, 
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"Hold the f requency open, boys, while I dial the number," sa id Salll. 
'Within a few minutes, Sam broke in with the news that he had the nurse on a phone 

patch. Her vo ice came through his transmitter with the news that a baby g irl was born 
at 8 :03 a.m., that the baby weighed seven pounds and three oun ces, and that both were 
doing fln e. 

(Where but a t Carville could such communica tions be avai lable~) 
WHO: Dt·. K ettanumic on L eprosy Panel.---Vvol'd has been received 1 1'0 111 Dr. ,}. Gay 

Prieto, chief medica l officer, leprosy, of WIlO, that DI·. Chaisil'i Kettanul'ak of Thai­
land has been appointed to the Leprosy Advi so ry Pllnel. Dr. Kettllnurak is the director 
of the Leprosy Control Division of the Department of H ealth, ancl director of the 
Pl'opodong Leprosal'ium and :Kational Lepl'osy Tra ining Hnd Resea l'ch Tnstitute. Ht' is 
advisor on all lep rosy activities in the country, govel'l1l1l enta l and privatl'. 

Pl~RSONALS 

DR. DES"MON DW. BECKETT, medi cllI superintendent of the Fiji Leprosy Hospital, 
Makogai, will be on leave in Ireland until January 1961. In the mell ntime DR. ,}. A . R . 
DovI will be in charge at Ma koga i. 

DR. J. M. M. FERNAN DE7. has retired fro lll the staff of the leprosy depa rtJlI ent of the 
Car rasco Hospital , Rosario, A rgentina. His retirement was volunta.ry, the purpose h£'­
ing to make way for DR. E . A: CARBONI to be made chief of the department, while F er­
nandez will concentra te his activities to the department of del'lliatology of the univer sity 
medical school. 

DR. NEIL D. FRASER, r ecentl y medi ca l supe rintendent 01 Hay Ling Chau Lepro­
sa rium, Hong Kong, ha.s been appointed mecl icllI secretary of the Mission to Lepers, a 
new position. 

DR. J. Hoss T ~NES, medi cal secretary of B F:LRA and secretar~' - treasurer of the 
Intem ational Lepro y Assoc iation, is a melllber of the WHO Expei't Ach'isol'Y Committee 
on Leprosy. [Kote was made of thi s f act ea rl y in 1959, Hllcl the note was then lost to 
sight.]. 

HR. K. F. SCHALLER, chief of the leprosy control se rvi ces of Ethiopia, has recentl y 
visited Nigeria, Ghana fl nd French vVest Afri ca on a WHO fellowship. 

DR. SALOMON SCHU.J MAN, who l'ecently spent a year teaching and orga nizi ng leprosy 
work in Communist China , has been retired f rom hi s post at the Carrasco Hospital in 

. Rosa rio, Argentina, having l'eached r etirement age. Subsequently he was engaged under 
It s ix-month contrflct to deliver two intensive leprosy courses, and to make a n ex tensive 
lectu re tour of the country to a rouse interest in the clisea e on the pa rt of the ge neral 
pra ctiti olll'rs. 


