
NEWS AN D N O TES 
In fonnation concerning institutions, 01'ganizations, and individ~tals 

connected with lep1"osy work, scienti fic or other meetings, legislative 
enactments and other matters of interest. 

W HO m:QU ESTS DATA ON DIS.ABILITIES 

III a letter widely distributed by -WHO, signed by Dr. J. Gay Prieto, 
Chief :;\[edical Officer , Leprosy, Division of Communicable Diseases, an 
appeal is made for da ta Oil the prevalence of disabilities and deformi­
ti es in leprosy. 

J t is pointed out tha t prejudice against and f ear of leprosy are 
roofed in the knowl edge that it can cause such changes. Also that of 
late there ha s been much empha sis on the physical r ehabilitation of 
lep1'osy patients, and that several meetings r ecently convened by "\iVHO 
han urged that som ething be done about the matter. 

'''rhe fir st step in the organization of a world-wid e rehabilitation 
programme of leprosy patients is to ascertain the extent of the problem. 
r\ ccordin g to informa tion obtained by vVHO, it is assumed that at least 
25 per cellt of all leprosy patients have some degr ee of disability ; in 
oth er words, ther e ar e more than two million people in the world with 
disabilities clue to leprosy." 

rrhe Second vVHO gxpert Committee on L eprosy, which met in 
Geneva in August 1959, r ecommended a scheme of classification and 
grading disabilities (Form No.2) and emphasized the need of obtain­
ing information about the fr equency and types in which they occur in 

FORM No.1 

Doctor - ------ Country---- ---- Centre ~~-----

Lepl'O lna toll s rru bel'Cll loid rn detcJ' lIlin nte BO "dcrlin e 
P utients Total 

l\i F M F M F M F 
--------------

Total numbel' examined 
Total nUlllber with 

di sabiliti es 
-With disabilities of 

Type A (hands) 
'''ith disabilities of 

Type B (feet) 
'''ith disabiliti es of 

Type C (face) 
" ' ith disabilities of 

Types A + B 
'''ith di sabilities of 

Types A + C 
'''ith disabilities of 

I 
Types B + C 

With disabiliti es of 
Typ es A + B + C 
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differ ent countries. For this purpo e WHO needs the collaboration of 
all leprologists in the world, and will very much appreciate all assist· 
ance and help in obtaining this information. 

Dr. Gay Prieto's letter continues: I am sending you two fOl'ms : Form No. 1 is 
designed to determine the frequen cy of disabilities and deformities in relation to sex, 
type of disease, and combinations of disabilities. If you find it possible, it would also 
be very interesting if you could indicate the number of disabilities which existed before, 
and those whi ch cO l1lmenced after, the beginning of leprosy treatment. 

Form No.2 i designed to ascedai n the freq ueney of different grades of disability, 
in order to prepare the ,organization of a programme of physical rehabilitation through. 
ou~ the wodel . When completing this form, please take into consideration thl} fo llowi ng 
points : 

1. Anaesthesia to pain is generall y present in a ll cases with defol'mities in Grades 2 
and over (of A and B). Please record under Grade 1, cases with anaesthesia to pain 
alone and without any other degree of disability. 

2. Combinations of grades may appeal' in the same patient. Therefore, please record 
all existing disabilities; for example, in B, one patient can present simultaneously trophic 
ulceration (Grade 2) and partinl absorption of the foot (Grade 4), anel both grades 
should be recorded. 

FOIm No.2 
Scheme of Classification for Grading of Physical D isability R esulting fl'MIt Leprosy 

Bi­
R.ight Left late",! 

----------~I---~--------------------------------- ------------
Grade O- Absence of disability 

" I - Anaesthesia to pa in 
" 2- Mobile claw hand. Useful thumb 

A. HANDS " 3-Intrinsic paralysis involving fingers and 
thumb, or fingers only but with contracture 

" 4---Partial absorption of the fingers but with 
useful length remaining 

" 5-Gross absorption. Stumps only left 
-·-----1---------------=--------------------- ---- --- --

Grade O- Absence of disability 
" l --Anaesthesia 
" 2-Trophic ulceration (present or past) 

B. FEET " 3-Paralysis (dropped foot or claw toes ) 
" 4---Partial absorption of the foot (up to one-

third of surface area of the sole lost) 
" 5-·Gross absorption (more than one-third of 

the foot lost) 
- ---------1---------------......:.:.....-------------------- ---- --- - ---

C. FACE 

Grade O~Absence of disability 
" I - A permanent mark or stigma of leprosy 

not amounting to ugliness (loss of eye­
brows, deformity of the ear) 

" 2- Collapse of nose 
" 3- P aralysis of the eyelids, including lagoph-

thalmos of the facial nerve 
" 4---Loss of vision in one eye or dimness of 

vision in both eyes (can count fingers) 
" 5- Blindness 

-----------1-------------------------- ------- - _________ _ 

D. MISCEL­
LANEOUS 

Type O- Absence of disability 
" I -Gynaecomastia 
" 2-Involvement of the larynx 

----------~---------------------------------------------
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3. Generally, deformities and disabilities a re more f requent among patients hos­
pitali zed in institutions than among patients receiving ambulatory treatment. If you 
have both kinds of patient, please record them separately, using one set of fOl'ms to 
record in-patients in institutions, and another set of forms to record out-patients receiving 
ambulatory treatment. 

If it is not possible for you to record exi sting deformities and di sabilities of all out­
patients treated by you, perhaps you could take a sample of several hundreds of cases. 
In order to avo id any bias, it will be necessa ry fo r you to list all the out-paticnt clinics 
under your supervision, take a number of clini cs at n1l1dom and examinc all the out­
patients attending them. 

I would be most g ratcful fo r your coll aboration in this matter. 
(Sgnd) DR. J . GAY P RIE'I'O 

SYMPOSI U M ON LEPROSY HES EAHCH 

London, June 20, ] 960 

In connection with a confer ence held by the ]nternational Academy 
of Pathology in J-,olldoll, June 20-24, 1960, a special symposium on lep­
rosy research was organized by Dr. R. J . VV. Rees under the aegis of the 
.Acid-Fast Club. 

This meeting, which was held in the building of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, in Lincolns Inn Fields, consisted of two half-day sessions, 
which were very well attended. Dr. Chapman H. Binford, of Washing­
ton, was chairman of one, and Dr. P. D'Arcy Hart, of London, was 
chairman of the othel'. In the evening the Acid-Fast Club entertained 
at dinner. 

In the sessions ther e were 14 presentations, and in a separate room 
there were foul' demonstrations : Suggested pattern of the evolution of 
leprosy, by H. G. Cochrane ; Inoculation of M. lepra e into the gold en 
ham stC'r, by C. Il. Binford; Histology of peripheral nerves in 'leprosy, 
by D. G. Jamison and glisabeth ]>almel'; and ~rhe histioid leproma, by 
H . ' V. vVad e. The paper s presented are brieHy noted. 

1. R. CHAUSSIN II NO . Some theoreti cal and practica l ideas arising f rolll our 8 years 
of research into leprosy.- The various subjects touched on included studies of the causa­
tive organism- its ncgative behavior with Sudan Black, its refra ctoriness to culture, its 
failurc to cause infection in the guinea-pig and monkey, but successful inoculation in a 
fi sh (rainbow per ch) ; standard iza tion of lepromin ; B CG and cross imnnlnity: in tubercu­
losis and leprosy. 

2. H . W. WADE. The histoid leproma (summary presented by R . J . W. Rees in the 
ab, cnce of the author) .- -This is a histologic concept, of a bacillus-rich leproma com­
posed of spindle-shap ed cells suggesting fibrocytes in morphology and with a fibromatoid 
tendency in the chronic form, in whi ch there is an absencc of the globus fo rma tion so 
conspicuouti in the ordina ry leproma. The typical lesions ,tend ,to be nodular, ex tending 
by expansion of the lllass without infiltration into the surrounding tissue, and so to pro­
du ce well -defi ned p seudo-encapsulated nodular masses in or un c1e l' the skin , which tend 
to extrude and break down . ,., 

3. V. Mj'lT"T..EJR-Cl-£RTS1rIANSElN. Osseous changes in medieval lepl'osy.- This pap er was 
a report of the study of 92 complete skeletons and 111 sepa ratc skulls elating from 1250-
1550 A.D. unearthed in Naestved, in Denmark (previously reported at the Madrid con­
gress ) , with special reference to changes in the anterior nasal spine a nd central atrophy 
of the alveolar process of the maxilla . 

,1. D. G. JAMISON and Er,ISA BE1'H PHM~~R. Histological rhanges in lr pl'osy Dnd 
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their modi fi cati on by treatment.- In a study of biopsy Illa te ri al froll l No rtherll .\ ige ri a, 
the authors show definite modifica tions and improveill ent of the lesions brought a bout by 
DD S treatment. By silver impregnation tec hniques they found that the fi ne cuta neous 
nerves a re invaded by the bacilli , and that after clea ring of the bac illi in the skill by 
t reatment bacilli a re still to be found in the Schwann cell s of the peripheral nerves. 
F indings after brief trea tment with Etisul , g iven by inunction were a Iso repo rted. 

5. G. R . ]i' . HILSON. Immunologica l studies in M . lepmem /l1'i ll1n ill fec ti oll s ill ra ts.­
The rat leprosy bacillus produces an immulli ty whi ch is ba rely detectflbl l', a lld it is 
ineffectual even if combined with living BCG; but hell t-kill ed BCG ha s SO lll r illllllulli zing 
effect, although not much. 

6. J . M. ROBSON, J . T. SJ\{JTH and I". M. SU J.T,IVAN. The effect of vacc inati on with 
vari ous mycobacteria on the IIll1l t ip licati.on of M . lepmernuI' iu ll/, in IlIi cl' .- This ge rlll 
when in trocluced into the mouse co rn ea multi plies there rapidl y for 6 weeks, a fte r whi ch 
the ra te slows down markedl y, suggesting thc developmellt of illllllunity. PI 'C'v ious vac­
cinati on wi t h t.h e 'ame germ, 01' with BCG, stimulated thi s illllll l.lI1i ty pffp(· t, bu t Yll('e ina­
tion wi th M. lepl'ae did not. 

7. D. S. RIDI,EY. The na ture of the lepromin reHcti on ; histologicll l obse rvations.­
As soon as 4 hours after the injection of lepromin t here is a vigo rous cell r eaction, and 
la ter large fat accumula tions are seen. At the 4th week, in ove r olle-half the eases the 
Mi tsuda reaction comprised a fo reign-body reaction to the fa t, and in the rest it was a 
reaction of tuberculoid type with some tissue necrosis. Thc fa t nppea rs brcllUse of t issue 
breHkdown. Reactions to normal skin and lepromin are essenti a ll y the sa llie. 

8. K . R . CHATTERJEE. Ob ervation ' on It mycobHcteri al in fec ti on in a hybrid stra ill 
of black mice inocul ated wit h human leprosy.- In work previously destribed at t he Tokyo 
congress, the results were encouraging beca use the ba.c illus seelll rd to be tra nsmi t ted to 
the mice and abl e to ma inta in itself in t·hem . Th e succes.' was asc ribed to the use of 
bacilla ry suspensions f reed f l'OIll t issue elements, and thl' u!"e of II sr ledcd hybrid strain 
of black mice. 

9. N. DUNGAL. I s leprosy transmitted by insects ~-The speH kel' holds that it is 
reasonable to suspect that biting insects have a role in the transmission of lep rosy . . Data 
on the occurrence of such insects was obtained f rom 42 countries, and they suggested 
that the fl ea may be a vector, and perh aps also the scabies mite and li ce. H e thought that 
tbis factor should be considered in connection with leprosy conb'O!' 

10. J . Ross I NNES. The Russian literature on leprosy.- It was p ossible to ilwesti­
gate this matter retrospectively, fo r Torsuev had recentl y published a cOlll p lete bibli og­
ra phy to the end of 1957. The speaker had tra nslated it into E nglish, and distributed 
cyclostyled copies to the melllbel's of the 8Ylllposium. H e offercd sOllie COllllll cnts 011 the 
value of the Russia n papers. 

11. C. H. BINFORD. A progress r ep ort on animal inocul a ti on with human lep r08.)'.-· 
This work has been continued since it was first reported at the Tokyo cong ress that g ranu­
lomatous lesions had been p roduced in the golden hamster, which lesions l'esemhlecl hu ma n 
lepromatous leprosy in tbeir histology, with more or less abundant intracellular bacilli, 
some of them found in nerves. Several passages have now been made f rom ha mster to 
hamster , and attemp ts have been made to in fect other laboratory anilllal s f rom the 
hamster lesions. Therl:' has also been some success in ar t ifi cial cul ture. 

12. K. R. CHA'l'TERJEE. Observati ons on immunologicH I r eactions in leprosy with 
frac tions of the bacillus of K edrowsky.-Three chemica l f racti on. had been obtained 
f rom this bacillus which gave ea rly (Fe rn andez-type) r eactions or positi\'e cOlll plement­
fi xation tests in leprosy. 

13. P. D'ARCY H ART. The problem of in vitl'o "growth" of i11. lepI·aem!l1' ium .- A I­
tbough this organism has not been grown with success in artifi cial llI edia, and with only 
limited success in tissue culture, it has been fo und that the addition of 10% sucrose, or 
8% glucose, to a cell-free medium resulted in an elongation of the bacilli associa ted with 
a slight increase in width . [See abstract in thi s issue.] 

14. R. J. W. R EElS. The use of cell cultures for the in 'vitl·o culti vation of M. leprae­
murium.- There has been definite but limited in 'I.'itl·o multip lica ti on in a va riety of cell 
cultures, usually limited to one or two generations. The bacilli seemed to di vide a t the 
same rate as in vivo, i.e., every 10 to 12 days. A newly-developed meth od of subculturi ng 
infected cells has given more continuous multi plica ti on. - J. Ross I NNES 
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I NTEl't)l ATION AL SOCIETY l"O lt TROPIUA L JllmMATOLOG Y 

The inaugural meeting of the In ternational Society for Tropical 
Dermatology, which has been llllder development for some time, was 
held in New York on May 10, 1960, attended by sorne 250 per ::;OIlS, sev­
eral of them f rom abroad . Aldo Castellani, of Lisbon, Portuga l, was 
elected president, and Frederi ck Heiss, of New York (the actual or ­
ganizer), j ::; the secreta ry-genera l. The vice-p res idents a re Ha l"l '~- Ar­
nold, .Tr., H onolulu; Robert Degos, Paris ; ~' e rnando LatapL, :Jl exico 
City ; A. Salazar L eite, Lisbon; Alfred r.larchionini , r. lunich; .loao 
Jhmos e Si lva, Rio de J aneiro. ~I'he Board of Directors includes 16 
other person s, from as man y different countries . 

The society has 1,300 charter members, r epresenting some 50 CO Ull­
tries . The fir st interna t ional congr ess is expected to be held in 1962 or 
]963. 

rrhe society wi ll publish an officia l journal , J) c'l"Jl1((t ol og io Tropic(f , 
manuscripts fo r which- to be sent to the secr eta ry-genera l, at 870 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 21, N. Y.-have been invit ed. Articles may be in 
J':ngli sh, -I,"rench or Spanish, with summar ies in one other language. 

(:()vERNMl·:NT-AIDED LEPROSY RESEARC I-J P lw.n:CTS 

On the occasion of the inauguration of th e John s Hopkin s-Leonard 
-Wood Memorial L eprosy Research Laboratory in Baltimore, 11d., on 
.January 13, 1960, Dr. Joseph Smadel, associate director of the N a­
tionallnstitutes of H ealth, told of the governm ent 's support of leprosy 
research. lIe pointed out, according to L ep1"osy Hriefs (Leo nard \\r ood 
Memori al ) that that support is mor e extensive than may he r ea li zed . 
Bes id es the lep rosy work includ ed in the pr ogram of the Public H ealth 
Service itself-at the ~ederal L eprosarium (Carville, La .), the Com­
municable Disease Center (Atlanta, Ga. and, hith erto, ?l lontgomery, 
Ala.), and the National Tnstitutes of Health (Bethesda, 1\lcl.)-a id is 
being given to leprosy r esearch projects in several unive rsities and 
nongove l"Jlmental in stitutions by N IH grants. rrhis much acti,-ity, he 
said, may be commensurate with the importance of the leprosy problem 
as it affects American citizens, but gr eater support of leprosy r esear ch 
will be required if the nation is to assum e a larger share of r esponsibil­
ity for the health of its lI eighbors. 

A li ~t of the~e gove rnment-a ided projects, as of Jilnullr~' 1st, ]960, suppli er] h~' Dr. 
Smadel to the Ca rvill e S tm', totaling $230,943, fo ll oll's : 

1. J. Doull, Leonard Wood Memori al : Clinical eva luation studi es in lep rosy. $-!:'l,998. 
2. J. Doull , 1..l'onl)]"(] ' >\Tood Memoria l : Confer ence on I"l' search fln d teaching in IPp-

rosy, $7.418. _ 
3 . . J. Hanks, Leon!lI"d ' >\Tood Mellio r inl: ?llpta boli s lll of 1l 0ncultil' llblp 11I .I·coba(·tr ri ll. 

i)91,368. 
4. C. Taylor and J . Hanks, Harvll)"(] Collegp: Epidrlliiologica l studi es of l eprns~·. 

$9,064. 
5. K. Mil son amI M. Bergel, Uni vl' rs ity of R oche,tl'r: RU l'vil'll l of ]Jnll ~r ll hllrillus 

in lahoratory a nilli a ls, $6,302. 



472 I ntcl'natwnal J ollrnal of L epr'osy 1960 

6. R. l\iuelling, Louisiana State Ulliversity; Serulll protein patterns in lep rosy, 
$17,733. 

7. M. Shaffer and T. Fishel', Tulane University; Cu ltUl'al and sero logic studies 011 

leprosy, $22,894. 
8. J. Wallace, Meharl'Y Medical College ; IlilTnunologic response to leprotic illfee. 

tions, $19,331. 
9. J. 'Wilson, Uni versity of Pennsylvania; Growth and illllllunological facto rs of M. 

lep1'ae, $12,835. 

INT lmNATLONAL AID FOR MRDTCAL lU:SEAlWH 

gady in July Pres ident J ~~ i senhower signed the' , H ealth for P eace " 
bill as it finally emerged from the Congress. ,]~h i s development is dis­
cussed at some lellgth in a news sto ry in Science [ 132 (1960) 131 (July 
15) 1, as one which encourages but cannot require the administrat ion to 
take action of the sort provided for . 

The original impetus for the movement, it is said, came from a mes­
sage to Congress by the Pres ident in 1958. Tn 1959 the Senate passed a 
hill under the provisions of which there would be set up a separate In­
stitute of International H ealth, in the National Tn stitutes of H ealth of 
the 1J. S. Public H ealth Service, and there would be authorized an ap­
propriation of $50 million a year. These and certain other provisions­
but not the basic intent-were objected to by /'he administration, ancl 
the House of Representatives substituted the mucb watered-down 
measure which has been adopteq. I , 

Under the ne\\' law the administration is encoltmged to do things in this field which 
it Cottld have done without it, although perhaps not without danger of rais ing critical 
questions. A good deal of this nature is being done now, and last year the NIH gra nted 
nearly $4 million to foreign scientists-but only fo r work of direct importance to major 
American hea lth problems. The support of Americans working abroad and other projects 
b l'ought the expenditu res of the NIH last yea r for international health activiti es to about 
$8 million. 

What more will be done hereafter than before is pI'imarily up to the administration. 
;\I[ention is made of the part of the program "ainH'd at helping foreig n countri es solve 
their special hea lth problems." It is abo said that the Nationa l Institutes of Health will 
make grants to "foreign scientists and institutions" under the procedures which are used 
to g iye gra nts to American applicants. It is not sa id how much lI10ney will be avai lable 
for the purposes of this act, and when. It is not indicated what kinds of resea rch will be 
given priorities, if there are to be such priorities. There is no advice as to how a foreign 
leprologist should go about making an application for a grant, if he should want one; 
but that information can presumably be obta ined from the Nationa l Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda , Maryland. 



NEWS ITEMS 
England: M'ission to L epe'rs, personnP/ rltanges,- -Mr. A. Donal!l ~Iillel', K.I.H., 

M.B.E., after nearly 40 years' service with the Mission to Lepers, has retired as general 
secretary but has been retained as <:onsultant and con tinues active. :11r. Miller joined the 
~Iission in 1921 as a lay worker in Indin, where he was soon made secretary for India, 
cont inuing in that post until late 1942 when he wns recalled to England- not without 
adventure because of the torpedoing of the shi p on whi~h he and his wife were traveling­
to take over the positi on he has held since then. The Rev. Vol . H. Bussell , who has been 
with the Mission since 1938, nt headquarters as executive secretary since 1953, has been 
appointed gene ral secretary. Dr. Neil D. Fraset·, who developed the Hay Ling Cha u lep­
r osat·j um at Hong Kong after work on the China mainland was no longer possible, has 
been confirmed in the appoin tment as medica l secreta ry of the Mission, a new position. 

Belgium: J,epmlogist:; [onllel'l,/} in the Congo.- In formation has been received of 
the present whereabouts of two of the lead ing Belgian leprologists who formerly worked 
in the Congo. Dr'. Josef Cap, who as the medical director of the Pere Damien Section of 
Foreami, shltioned at hradquarters in Leopold\'i ll p, had much to do with the development 
of leprosy work by the gove rnment throughout the country, is reported to have joined 
the WHO stnff with an assig nment in Thailand. Dr. Michel F. Lechat, medical director 
of the Yonda Leprosari um at Coquilhatvi lle, is at present in the United States, in the 
Illboratory of the Leonn rd " rood Memorial at the J ohns Hopkins School of Hygiene. 

U.S.S.R.: H ealth seH'i f'f' s in RlIssia.- An elaborate account under this heading, with 
:;evera l ad lllinistra ti on diagnllll s, appeared in the lVHO Clil-onide for March last [ 14 
(1960) 97-105]. Speaking of cO lllmunica ble diseases, it is said that "trachoma, typhoid 
fever, leprosy ane! malaria occur on ly sporadically or in isolated outbreaks." 

Congo Republic: Medical sel·v ,:ces.- News has I)('en recein-d f rom a leprosariulll 
where the work has been uninterrupted by the politi ca l difficulties in that Ilew country, 
although there had been interru ptions of other medical services in the region. The gov­
ernment medica l servircs continued to f unction after Indpendence Day, and the Belginn 
govern ll lent docto rs expected to continue in the elll ploy of the Congolese government. 
Conditions rap irlly worsened, however, and most of that personnel has gone- including 
the men in a (government-supported) Roman Catholic mission . Where the work is 
quietly going on lllUCh as usua l, the fut ure is f elt to be un ce rta in, for one thing about how 
drugs a nd other supplies are to be obtained. At anothel' lep rosa riulll the Belg ian person­
nel had been evacuated by paratroopers, except fo r foul' Cntholi c Sisters who refused to 
leave and a re ca rrying on with the Congolese personnel \\"ho remained. 

India: Bomba,y conI erences. The 7th Conference of the All-India Leprosy Workers 
and the 4th Conference of the Indian Association of Leprologists were held jointly in 
Bombay in December 1959. The proceedings of those Illeetings haye not ~'et become 
nvailable, but a detai lpd report with abstracts of 30 papers, by Dr. J. Ross Inlles, wa s 
published in the Ap ril issue of J, e1)1'os,/} Reriew [ 31 (1959) 76-90]. 

J((II'igiri begins I'ehabilitation e(ll'I,1/.- The Schieffelin Sa nitorium at Karigiri has 
adopted the principle that rehabilitation treatlllent shou ld start as . oon as the treatment 
of the disease itself is begun, rather than after the patient is cured. The mat-weaving 
industry has therefore been extended to two new rehabilitation centers in villages of the 
:uea, where the patients live near their own hOllies a nd support their fam ilies while under 
treatlllcnt. Two more centers of that kind nre soon to be opened. Begun two years ago 
in a 'S mall shpd nt the S:lI1iblrium, some 40 men are now elllp loyed in this industry. 

Viet Nam: Communist gnen"illas loot a lep rosarium.- Earl y in the ~-ear a new 
Catholic lep ro"y home at Ben San, Viet Nal1l, was raided at midnight and looted by 200 
Commun ist guerrill as who took away eve rything of va lue: drugs, hospitlll equipment, 
elothing ancl 1lI0\'ab le f urnishings, and abo 11 Volk~wllg('n bus and two sHlall trucks. The 
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only ' illdig nity to the pel'sonnel I'eported was the taunting of the fiv e Daughters of 
Chnl'ity: "Ameri ran Tmpel'i ali sts !" The loss and dumuge ure estimuted ut $25,000, 

PhiJippines: Aid to C1tlion patients,- Aftel' the 1I10St di sastrous typhoon in the 
history of the Cu lion Sa nita l'ium, in Decembel' 1959, one of the patients wrote a per­
sonal appeal to the Cfl l'vill e S tar fo r a id . Mr. Sta nley Ste in , the editor, forwarded the 
appe::ll , and it is I'eported that the Ameri can Legion Auxiliary sent through channels a 
check fo J' it" Disa t('1' Fund fO I' $2,500 fol' the paticnts. Morc recently, it is announced, 
a shiplllClit of SOIlI(, G-lO lb. of t luth illg had bC(, 1I coll ected , appa l'ently f l'om Carv ille 
pa ti eJlt~ an(1 staff. 

Fiji: Marist S isi!'?' ilev('/o }J8 /e)J1'08 .11 .- 0ne of the Mari st Sistel'. a t the Makoga i Lep ­
I·OS.V Hos pital, in Piji , Sister Mal'y Pa ulita, iln AlIlcri('an who first served thcre in 1951, is 
r('pol'tcd to have developcd Icpl'osy and to have been admitted as a piltient. H owl've r, 
she is a bacteri olog ica lly ncga tive case, it i. reportcd- fmd the first IIl cmber of the 
:Mnkogai stil ff to beeolll(, in fected in the 50-ycar histo ry of the lepl'osal'ium. 

Unitetl States: Carville as a national ce nte r.- Th e USPHS hospital at Ca r vill e, 
often refened to as the Nationnl (o r :F'edera l ) Lept'osa l'ium, has recentl y adopted two 
terms designed to em phnsize the national nature of the institution, without any changes 
in policies, progrllllls Ot' r eSOUl'ces. One is "Nntional Leprosy Register," on the pl'inciple 
that the institution ~hould ser ve as a ccntral repository of information concerning all 
case~ of lepl'osy in the United States, whether Ot' not they have been admitted to Car ­
vill e. The other is "Nationa l Lepl'osy Stud y Center," because the institution hns the 
most complete fac iliti es a nd resources in the country fo t' th e study of the di sease. 

National L ep?'osy S tztdy Gente!' loan slide collection .- The National Leprosy Study 
Center has prepared a loan coll ection of histolog ic slides illustl'ating the various patho­
logic changes in lep rosy. An iIlu: tJ'ated set of pJ'otocols of the' cases f rom which the 
specimens were obtained accompanies the set of slides. These may be obtained, without 
charge, on a three-week loan basis by pathologists and dermatologists. Appli·cation 
should be made to the Medi ca l Officer in Charge, U. S. Public H ea lth Service Hospital , 
Ca rvill e, La. 

Official film s made Ctt Canille.- 'l'he clinical fllm Recog nition of L-eprosy, mad e at 
Ca rvill e in 1959 fo r showing to professional g roups and avai lable on loan to them from 
the ComJl1uni ca bl r Disease Center at Atla nta, Georgia, is r eported to have proved so 
pop ul ar that not a ll I'equest;, f or it cou ld be filled; and 10 more copies were marI e, bring­
ing the total to 25. 1\[ol'e recentl y another fi lm was made a t Ca rvill e, by a crew f rom the 
CDC, for lil Y groups (clubs, civic g roups, etc.). Not flni shed a t the time of the last r e­
port seen, it was expected to be entitl ed, The Kational Effort in Leprosy Control. 

I naug l/ ?'Cttion of til e L.l'V.M . labol'Clt01'Y at Hop kins .- The remarks of the various 
sp eakers a t the opening ceremony of the Johns Hopkins-Leonard Wood Memorial Lep­
rosy Resea rch Laboratory, at the Johns Hopkins School of H ygiene in Baltimore, Md., 
on J anuaJ'Y 13, 1960, have been published in a series of 1960 issues of the Memorial's 
L eprosy Briefs (Vol. 11, Nos. 1-4). The speakers were Dr. Milton S. Eisenhower, presi­
dent of the univcrsity; Mr. C. 1. Crowther, president of the Memorial ; Dr. Joseph 
Sllladcl, associate director of the National Inst itutes of Hea lth ; Dr. James A. Doull, 
medical director of the Memol'ial; and Dr. ,Villard C. Ra ppleye, p resirlent of the Josiah 
:Macy, Jr., Poundation. 

S tal e 'l:S F ede1'Cll goven~ment in H awaii.-For many years, Hawaii as a Territory of 
the United States was quite on its own with respect to the cost of operation of a ntil eprosy 
activiti es. Some years ago tbe F ederal gO\'e rlllll ent bega n reimbursing the cost of the 
ca re of the leprosy patients. For 1960 Hawaii is receiving $1,000,000 on account of its 
265 patient '- which the Car vi ll e S tctr compares with the $2,100,000 appropriation for the 
Carvill e hospital with its 273 patients f or' the same period. When Hawaii beca me a sta te, 
the question was rai sed wh ether it would be desirable for the F ederal gove rnment to sup ­
port the f ull cost of the program there unless the pl'ogram should be p laced under P ederal 
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control. A"n insp ecti on g roup has indicated, acco rding to th e Hawaii Ilealth lJlessenge~', 

that something less than f ull support should be providell . Hawaii should hnve a finan cial 
s take in the program, fo r th ere would be less necessity fo r detail ed li'ederal r ev iew and 
control. 

A .L.JI . seminel!' tit Ca1"l;iUe,- In March lnst there wn s held a four-day selliinar , un ­
der the j oint sp onso rship of the USPHS allel the A I1I crican Leprosy Missions, fo r medi­
cal miss ionari es interestecl in It'prosy, The nf1'fli l' was. set up by the Cnn' ill e sta ff: flnd 
Dr. R ohert 0 , Cochnll1e, te{'hni('al fldvi ser of the ALM, ))r. Oli "f'I' Vv, Hasselhlarl , pres i­
dt'n t of: th e ALM, had ellli stt'd SOlli e 26 Illembc)'s f rom alllUllg th e vn rions mi ssionary 
doctors, nurses, a lld others on f url oug h in the country, they l'cprc:;enting numerons 
organizati ons and 11 countrics of work , It i ~ J'f'ported thnt anotllf'r sue·h IIleetillg, to las t 
two wcek~, is pl ann ed fo r Ma reh ]961. A Slwr·iall'esparr·h meeting of ill"ited pa rti cipnnts 
is sc hcrllll ed to be held at Cllrvil le earl y in Nov(, lIt/wr 1960, 

S istPr H ilal'V li'und,- -S ince S ister llilnry Hoss r etired ill Aug u,;t f rom the USPHS 
after Illa ny YPllrs at Ca rvill e, Lit" some of her fri f' nds have rxpressed the desire to con­
tributr to a g i ft as an expression of Ilpprp ('iation of her friendship ancl hpr valuable 
work in th e biochemistry of leprosy, It is not expec· ted tha t th e collection would be CO Ill ­
p leted befor e her departure to her .n ew p ost in Jap an (Atokuen, Hi30 N isbihama, 
" Tak aya llli -shi ), but 3n'angelll ents wi ll he made to haYe th e presenta ti on IIl ade to her in 
her new locat ion, Contributions are invited from all her fr iends eve ry wh ere, to be mail e 
pa ya ble to D r, Chllr1es C, Shrpard Ilt th e CO l1l1l1llnica hle Disellse Center, UR PfT R, At­
Illllta :2:2, O('o rg ia. 

Mexico: '/'m i'lI.ill g (,o ll l'ses.-I~rom th e Centro DCl'Illatolog ieo Pil seuil , Mexieo City, 
there IU1I'e ber n r eceived p rog rlllll s of broad-scopc trnining courses in chroni c di ,;ease of: 
th e skin that were set up , evidrntly with offi cia l hacking, und er tilt' g rn erlll (lirection of 
Dr. li'C' rnando Latflpi with a large g roup of associa ted teachers. The cour,;e fo r physi­
cia ns ,ya" of 4 months' durfl tion , f rom 1'l'£a1'ch 15 to Jul y 15; and for it five mimeogra phed 
clocumcnts \\"C'r (' issued, one genera l program and fo ul' deta il ed monthly progra ms. There 
\\' Il S also a 21j!]-month course f o), nursrs, also with a general Hnd supplementary deta il ed 
p r ri odir· prog rams, 'rhe list of tea chers in t1lf'~e eourSl'S int'lurl e~ representa tiv C's of the 
fo ll o\\"ing fi elds and specialti rs: del'lli atology, leprology, l1l ycobacteri ology, histopathology 
of the skin , 11'1H'Osy lahoratory work , ophthaitnology, OI'thopedi rs, nC'urology, p syehology, 
stati s ti c's, hea lth adlilini strnti on, h~'gi p n c eiluca t ion fi nd ep iurllliology , 

Venezuela: lJ e}J CI1' /,m eut of L pprolog/J , ] VI C ,- The Instituto Vpnpzolano (I e ] n­
yestigacioncs Cientifi cas, in Cara cas, has ann oLln (wl th e crea ti on of a Dep a rttllcnt of 
Lepro l og~' , und er th e direction of Dr. TilllOtsU IIlIH f'da, working in co ll abora tion with th e 
Venezuel an Mini stry of H ealth , 'rhe p roj ects fo r in ves ti gati on, some of them fea turing 
electron mi croscopy, in clude th e fo llowing : studi es of bord erline leprosy; obsen 'a tion of 
cu1tiyated norllllli cell s a nd cell s in fe e·ted witb aeill-f ast ba cilli, in cluding the leprosy 
bncillus; tulti'"llti on of M. lepme; and biochellli cll l a nalysis' of th e lipids in lepra cells. 
An interesting , lavi shl y-i ll ustl'nted booket deserihing th e f acil ities and activiti es of the 
Institute hns r f'centl y been published, 

Argentina: D epm't ment of IJ enli ll /olog l/ R es('o1'ch in UoslI1'io,- Th r li'aculty Coun ­
cil of th e Schoo l of Medi c- ine, University of B.osllrio, has fl'eatpcl a Depa rtment of Derm a­
tology Hesea l'ch (Centro de In vestigaciones Del'lll a tol ogicas), of whi ch Dr. J, M, M. 
li'el'l1and ez is to be th e director, Drs, E. A. Carhoni and R. l\1:crcau, who ha ve been 
appointed interim chi efs of the leprosy wanl s of th e CIlI'l'Il SCO H osp ita l and a re associated 
with Dr. li'el'nandez in the Dep a rtm ent of Dermfltology o f: th e medica l school, will also 
belong to th e new rC'sefl rch dep a rttllen t. It is a lso l'cportf'd , however , thnt th ere i, a plan 
to (I t'm o li ~h th e Ca rrasco ] !.osp ital , whil·h if dnn e would 11'11" c no source of leprosy 
pa tipnts fo1' stud y. 

WHO: Plann in.a [a I' 11111 0 ~'!' " erl l'(' h,--!rh e TWf'lfth W 01'1/1 H ealth Assembly fl P­
proverl n plan f or th e incrN1S(, of "WHO's work in th e fif'lll of inte rna tiona l II)t'di ca l work, 
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and - acco rding to thc WHO Ch,·onicle [1 4 (1960) 213]-an Advisory Comm ittee of 
Medi ca l Research n1et in Geneva la te in 1959 to consider the subject, which may he of 
interest to leprosy workers. It was ag reed tha t priority should go to "service to research" 
such as standa rdization of nomenclature, techniques and equipment. 'fhe followillg is 
quoted f rom the annual report of the director -general: 

" In eva luating the p rog ress made by WHO in this pa r ticuillr fi eld , one has to keep 
in mind the fac t that the world-wide medica l resea rch prog ramme under intergovern ­
mental auspi ces is a development fo r whi ch there is no p recedent. Useful as some of the 
established pattem s of central resea rch organization have proved in thi s respect, it lU1S 
also been found that many a re not easily app licable to the intcrnational scene. T hcrefore, 
in addition to building up the scienti fic p rograllllll c, we had to develop the necessary 
orga niza ti onal f ramework and administrative pa tterns fo r thi s new un de rtaki ng. By the 
end of 1959 a ll this work had been com pleted a nd WHO seellled s uffi c i e ntl ~' prepa red to 
launch the intensifi ed p rogramme of med ica l resea rch wh ich has becolllc one of ib majo r 
responsi hil iti es." 

PERSONALS 

D R. ST,INLEY G. ("BONGANGA") BROWNE, now at Uzuakoli, 11<l S been the subject of 
a more or less biographic book entitled Bonga nga, the Experiences of a ::\lissiona ry Doc­
tor, by Sylvia and P eter Dunca n (the la tter of the B.B.C.) , p ublished in Great Brita in 
in 1958 and the United S ta tes (Willi am Morrow & Co., New York ) in 1960. It covers 
the period between the time he went to Ya kusu, a Baptist mission sta ti on in the Belgian 
Congo, a t the age of 28 until he left to take over his p resent work 22 years later. 
"Bonga nga" mea ns White Doctor, according to a r eview in the Ma rch-Ap ril 1960 issue of 
the Ca rv ill e S ta,·, in which it is sa id that the subj ect is not llI e nt~oned by name in thc 
book, but only on the dust jacket. H e is credited with having established the Ya lisombo 
hospita l- settlement fo r leprosy pa tients across the river fro lll the mission sta tion. Ya li­
sombo is sa id to have been the scene of one of the sequences of the fil m The .Nun's Story, 
with Audrey H epburn. 

DR. T. F. DAVEY, fo rmerl y at the Uzuakoli center in Nigeri a, has been honored by 
Queen E lizabeth with the decorfl ti on of C.B.E ., Commander of the Order of the British 
Bmpire. 

DR. ORESTES DI NIZ, fo rmerly director of the Nfl tional Lep rosy Ser vice of B razil, has 
been appointed director-general of the na ti onal Departlllent of H ea lth . 

DR. J OHN DREISBACH has returned, after a two-yea r absence, to the K ano Leprosy 
Settlement in Northern Nige ria, whi ch inst ituti on is being upg raded by the American 
Leprosy Missions. 

DR. J OSE MARIANO, formerly chief of the leprosy depa rtment of the S tate of lVlin as 
Gera is, has succeeded Dr. Orestez Diniz as director of the National Lep rosy Service. 

DR. E TIElNNE MONTESTRUC has been transferred for a period of six months, until 
April 1961, f rom Martinique to the Institut P asteur in P aris, f r om where he will lectu re 
on leprosy to Afr ica n students in the uni versiti es at Bordea ux, Toulouse and :1I1onte­
pellier. 

SIR LEONA R.D ROGERS, now living in F almouth , E ngland, who becmlle 92 years of age 
in J anuary last, is said to be p lanning an addendum to Happy Toil, hi s autobiography 
publi shed in 1950. 

SR. H ILA RY Ross has an a rti cle entitled My 37 Yem·s at Carville, in the J Uly-August 
1960 issue of the Car ville S tar. She tells of the extremely primit ive condi t ions in which 
she wo rked as a phar macist when she went there in 1922, fin d the steps by which the 
present first-class laboratory setup was developed. Added to it is an ed itoria l note of 
appreciat ion. 

DR. CHARLES C. SHEPA RD, USPHS, has transferred to the Communicable Disease 
Center , Atlanta, Ga., f rom his previous location at the branch of that Center in Mont­
g-omery, Alabama . 
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DR. CA:\DIDO SILVA, of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, is in England on a WHO fellowship, 
s tudying tissue culture and immunologic techniques appli ca ble to leprosy. 

DR. OLAF K. SK INSNES, a pathologist fo rm erly in H ong Kong where he was in ­
terested in leprosy and nolV at the U ni versity of Ch icago, ha s been elected to the Board 
of Directors of the Ameri can Leprosy M issions, Inc. 

DR.. LAURO DE SOUZA LIMA has a nn oun ced tlw open illg of an office fo r medical p rac­
tice with two othe r physicians at Hua Maria Paula, Siio 'J)nulo. No specialist li mitution is 
i.ndicated. 

DR. GIO\,AN~ J TAHABINl -CASTELLkN l, long lit the }i'onti}}(>s Irp rosariulll in A li cllnte, 
Spain, has resig nrd to take cha rge of the Colonia-Sanotorio de A lessa ndra, S. M.O.M., at 
Gelib, Soma li a (fo l'llledy Italian Somalil and). It is reported by Dr. Contreras that 
DR. FRA NCISCO TORH~~ N1' GUASP, of Laguart, has brl'n appointed to hi s place. Dr. Torr(>nt 
I. a research worker who r('('cnt ly work ed for SOIlIl' tilllt' in Augusta, Geo rgia. 

DR. GUILLERMO A. BASOMBRiO 

Dr . Guill el'mo A. Basombl'io died on August 13, 1960, in Buenos 
.1\ires, at the age of 62 years. H e was a special ist on skin diseases, an 
active worker in the fi ght against leprosy, a university profe:-;sol' of 
r ecognized merit, and a man devout in the Catholi c faith, of high virtue 
allel generosity. 

Bom in Lima, Pel'u , 0 11 April 29, 1m)8, he got his high school and 
univer sity educa1-i oll in Buenos Aires, graduatin g in medicin e in 1924. 
In the fo ll owing year he enter ed the dermatology se l'vice of the Ramos 
'.\fejia Hospital, wher e he was the chief of clinic in the department of 
Professor Balifia. In 1946 he was designated chi ef of the dermatology 
service, a po sition he successively held ill the Zubia I'reta, Pi rovall O, 
1·'ernand 0z and Arger ich hospital s. 

H e began hi s teaching ca reel' in 1932 as an in st ructor of the univer ­
sit), depa rtm ent, and in 19-:1-3 he was des ignated associate professor. H e 
" 'as Rppo int0cl di]'('cto r of the Cente r of Leprology in 194-8, and in the 
'.\finistry of Social "Welfare and Public Fl ea Ith he was mad e director of 
the antileprosy campaign in 1955; he held the latter position ill a ll 
honorary capacity for two yea r s. 

Congresses of the disea se of which he was specialist, convened in 
Cairo, Santiago de Chi le, Sao Paulo, Rio de Jan eiro, Havana, and 
Afadl'id were honored by the presence of Dr. Hasombrio, who attend(l(l 
as a delegate of Ar gentina. 

H e was designated honorary correspollCling member of many for­
eign scientifi c in stitution s in which he cOll sistentl y collaborated . Among 
the activities in which he was particularl y assiduous was that of con­
tributing editor fo r Argentina of the Tntern(ltional J oll1'nal of L eprosy, 
and that of coordinating secr etary of the A rgelltin e Society of Lep­
rology. rrhis latte r position he held s ince the fO lln dation of the society, 
and only a few days before his death he was r eelected to that oHice. 

As a r esult of his work with that organizat ion th er e was formed an 
international entity for the a id of leprosy patients, provicl eclfo1' in the 
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congress on r ehabilitation which was held in Home in 19:>6 under the 
au spices of the Ord er of Malta. 

H e was author of about 100 publications on subjects of his specialty. 
H e was president of the Argentine Association of Dermatology, and 
r eceived decorations from the Ord er of Malta and the Ord cr of Damicn, 
th e apostl c of leprosy patients. 

H e was known for hi s t ir eless activity a physician and profes or. 
Both hi s patiell ts, whom he scrved ]lot only in bodily but a lso in spir­
ituaill eeci s, alld his di sciples found in him c1i .. cipline in action and hon­
esty in conduct.- [From ria P1'ensa (Bu enos \i1'es ), August 1+, 1960.] 


