
CORRESPONDENCE 
This depa1"tment is p1'ovided for the publication of infonnal com,­

munications which are of int e1'es t because they are infonnative or sti1n­
ula fi n.f}, anrl f01' the disc~tss ion of controversial matters. 

BEl~GEL 'S PROOXIDANT DIET, FOR '\'lICE 

To THE EDITOR: 

,]~he following note has I"ecently heen sent, for information , to mem­
bers of the Carville (1960 ), Baltimore (1961) and Buenos Aires (1961 ) 
meetings at which reports w(, l"e read on the transmission of M. le1JrnC 
to animals: 

Gentlemen: Regllrding our present work on inocuhttion of :11. Zeprae, a si mple 
method to obtain an extraonlinal'ily g rea t growth of M. leprae is indicated as follows : 

(1) White mice, 21 days old, are g iven the following prooxidant diet : 
Casein 23.8 gm. 
Brewer's yeast, dry powder 8.9 gm. 
Mineral sa lt mixture (H.M.'~l.) 3.0 gill. 
Starch 48.9 gm. 
Linseed oil" 20.0 gm. 

I1(To be added daily to the rest oE the form ula.) 
(2) A 0.1 per cent solution of sih'e1' nitrate in distilled water is also supplied the 

animals as drinking water. Anima ls lire maintained throughout th e experiment on these 
nutritional conditions. 

(3) Thirty days later the mice are infected, in both testes, with 0.05 cc. of a sus­
pension of M. lepme derived fro m a hu man SOUl'ce, or from the testis of a mouse preyi. 
ously infected and ma intained on the above mentioned diet. 

(4) Inoculated testes are found about six months after infection with an extra· 
ord inary great number of bacilli ann globi . 
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PHYSICIANS CONTRACTI NG LEPROSY 

To THE EDITOR: 

Doeti any reader of THE Jo RN.\L know of a well·documented case 
of leprosy occurring in a physician born and rai sed in a nonendemic 
area who firs t enter ed an endemi c area after he had become qualified ~ 
,]~hel'e may be such cases in the li te rature, and if , '0 I would gr eatly ap­
preciate having the 1'0f(']' 011cel'; . T would also appreciate information 
regarding such cas('s which ha\'(' not been r eported . 
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