
NEWS AND NOTES 
I nfor'-mation concerning institutions, organizat'ions, and individuals 

connected with leprosy work, scientific or other -meet'ings, legislative 
enactmen ts and other matt ers of interest. 

SYMPOSI UM ON LEPROSY lU;S I<: AlWH 

LEONARD WOOl) M r~MOR rAL-,lOH K'~ HOPKT NS UNI V lm~lTY 

. The Leonard "Wooel Memorial anel the John s Hopkin i'> U iliver sity 
School of H ygielle and PLlbl ic H ealth spon soreel a Symposium on L ep. 
rosy Research, helel in Baltimore, l\f d., 1\'[ ay 8-10, 1961,fillancec1 th rougl 
a grallt from the Natioll al In stitutes of Health of the IT.S.P .H.S. The 
co-chairmen of the symposium wer e Dr. E. L. Stebbins, dean of the 
School of H ygiene, and Dr . J. A. Doull, medical director of the M emo
rial. Dr. Milton S. J£isellhower, president of Johns Hopkin s Univer 
sity, and Mr. C. T. Crowther , president of the Leonard ' Vooel Memorial, 
were honorary chairmen. 

Some 40 scientists participated in the meeting, according to a r eport 
in the Carvill e S ta r, many being \yorkers in fi elds not directly concerned 
with leprosy. Those who came from ahroad wer e : Drs . . J. Gay Prieto, 
of ' ,VHO, Geneva, Switzerland; Drs. R. J. vV. Rees and K 1\1". Brieger, 
from England; Dr. P eter G. J anssel1 S, from Belgiuril ; Dr . J acinto COl1-
vit, from Venezuela; Dr .. J ose Barba Rubio, from Mexico; and Dr. 
Ricardo S. Guinto, of the Philippines, a member of the Memorial' s staff. 

']'he tran sactions of the symposium, published by offset, was dis
tributed in October. The speakers and t itles in the five session s were 
as follows : 

Fi,"s! session, May 8th .- Clin ica l and P atholog ica l Responses to Infection with M. 
lepl"(l e. CI/ ail'man, Dr. J . A. Doull. 

CONVIT, J.-Salient clinical and laboratory features of leprosy. 
FlTE, G. L.- Intracellular lepra bacilli. 
BI~H'ORD, C. H.- Predilection of M. lepme for pcripheral nen "es. 
LEOHAT, M. F.- Bone lesions in leprosy. 
BARRA R UBIO, J.- R eaction states. 
H~}LWIG, E. B.-Identity of ery thema nodusum leprosum. 
BENNETT, 1. L., Jr.-Summary and apprn isal. 
Second session, May tl/.- Immunology and Serology. Chai-nllan, Dr. G. P. Youillans. 
H A:-<KS, J. H .- Immunology lmd serol og~r . Implica tions of skin and se rologic r e-

acti vity. 
W ATJTJAC~} , J. I-1.- Cellular transfer of tuberculin types of sensiti vity; p rospects for 

r econciliation with se rologic results. 
PARI,ETT, R. C.- Antigenic ana lysis nnd antibody titration by gel double diffusion 

techniques. 
SHEPA"IW, C. C.- The serolog ic anatomy of mycobacteria. 
MORRlS, J. A.- Antibodies demonstrable during infedion. 
OSLER, A. G.- Sulllma ry and appraisa l. 

Panel on Edl/ ca tion of tit" Ph.tJsician. Teaching of lepros)7. Opportunities and potcn
tialitics in llI edica l and p uhli c health schools. P anel modera to,', D,·. E. L. Stebhins. 
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~ll' lll 'wrs: Drs. Bang, BlIrhn Huhio, Binford, Bl"OlI'n, ClIrpente l', Clevc, CO!1\,it, 
l!;\'eland, l<'a sa l, Frothing'ham, Ga~' Pril'to, Jallssens, Johnwil·k, Kluth, :\lcGavran, :JIillar, 
Reiss, Ta.vlol' and Wallace. 

Thin/. session, lila!} 9th.- The :\J~·(·oha(·tcriUlll. Part]: Cytology. Chairman, Dr. 
R. L. :\laY('I·. . 

Bill/cam, E. ~L-The life history of the Icpra cell. 
~I.l'!l!l, S.- The intcrnlll orgll nizlltion of the mycoblldf'riHI ('c ll. 
\' (ll'~IA NR, (l. P.- Discussion: Tlw hiolog-i('al and hioelH'lllielll proprrties of isolated 

IIIY('ohlletl' rilll (,(· lluIH r ('omponcnts . 
BI';ES, H .. J. \\".- Grm·ral rii s(,lIssion . 
:\ IAYEH, H. L.- SUlIlllHlI·Y anrl app raisa l. 
Part :2: The Cultivation Probll'lll. Ti~sup Culture SystPllls. Chllirman, Dr. C. C. 

S IH'jl:t rd. 
RE~~S, H. J. 'V.- RCI'iew of the pn's('lIt position with special rcference to M. /,l' pme 

111!1 rill 111. 

CHAl'G, Y. T.- The mouse lIlacroplwgc as host cell for M. lepl'ae 1IIm·iulIl. 
SHEPARD, C. C.- General distussion; summary and apprai sa l. 

Part 3: The Culti vation Problem. Independent growth. ('hainllall, Dr. II. Bloch. 
HA:\ K8, J. H.- " l ndependent" growth. 
~I'EPPER, B. S.-Cell walls and surfaces of mycobactcria. 
HI-:JCH, C. Y.- Special growth factol's Hnd other problrms of independent g roll'th. 
MOIlR.lSON, N. K - Enzymology of host-grown 1I1ycobHcterin. 
BLOCK, H.- General di scu~sion; sUllllllal'Y anel prospects. 
Evening colloqllium.- Other MycobacteriHI Infettions. Chai1'1l1an) Dr. E. R. Long. 
JANSSENS, P. G.- Atypical mycobacterial skin ulcers. 
WOOD, E. M., YASU'I'AKE, W. '1'., PARISOT, T. J. l111(1 '\'000, J. v,r Mytobaderial 

infection of salmonids. 
FELDMAN, W. H.- Other mycobacterial infections. 
F0111'th session, Ma!} 10th.- Epidemiology. Chairman , Dr. P. K Sartwell. 
DOULL, J. A.- Present StlltuS and problems. 
GAY PRIETO, J.- ,],he V'n-IO prevlllence surveys. . 
G n :\TO, H. S.- Cutaneous responses to lepromin and other mycobacterial antigens. 
TAYLOR, C. E.- Contribution from an illla l experiments to the unders tanding of sensi-

tivity of M. lepl·a e. 
PALAlf~R, C. E. and EDWARDS, L. B.- Discussion of mycobacterial sensi tivity. 
S ART\\, I-:LL, P. K - Genend discus"ion; sUlllmary and apprai sal. 

Fifth session, Ma!} 10th.-The Problem of Transmission. CI/airman, Dr. W. H. 
Feldman. 

BUO'OR0, C. H.- The problem of transmission of M. Zcprae to ani nllll s. COlJlments 
on results of se\'eral experilllents. 

SHEPARD, C. C.-The inoculation of leprosy bacilli into mi('e by the foot-pad route. 
Rees, R. J. 'V.- Summary of recent work in England. 
CONVIT} J.- Discussion of recent work in Venezuela. 
ROBERTSEN, J. A.- A lesion of mouse embryomas produced by MYl'obael el'illlll leprae. 
~L~so~ , K. E. and DJu} M. Y.- Inoculation of M. lepl'ac in anilllals under special 

diet}lI'~' ~onditions. 

BAHKULlS, S. S .- Discussion of Dr. Mason's paper. 
Ff~LnMA:>I', 'V. H.- General discussion; SUllllltary and apprai sal. 
('/08i ll g l·ell/al'ks.-For the lJn i\'l'r~it~" Dr. Bang; for the ~Ielllorilll, DI·. Doull. 

[II XAT10NAL COXFEREXCE, SOC[Jo:nAD CUBANA ])]0: LEP.ROLOCIA 

'I'll(' third national cO llfC'],(\ II CC' of the Cuhan Society of Leprology 
\Vas lw ld in Sallt iHgo d(\ Cuba, J)ecC'mlwl' f}-6, 19;)O, and a special i. sue 
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of the B oletin .de La 80ciedad Ouban(/, de lJennatologia V Si fil ografin 
(March 1960) was devoted to it. 'rhe papers r ead a re listed below, f ew 
of them having summa ries which would se rve as abstracts. 'J~hc con · 
clu sions and r ecomm enda tions of the confcr ence arc r eproduced in 
Engli sh tl'an sla tion. 

PI NEYRO RODRTGUEZ, R . P n:,sidentia l elocut ioll . 
TIH~SPALACI OS, F . RehabiJita ti on of the leper. 
MESTRE, J . J. and B~JA D E, P . Present status of the treatment of lep rosy. 
TI A:-I'f, F. R. E a rl y ·di agnosi.- of leprosy . 

. SOWERS MEN DEZ, G., TO lm ~:s R UBIO, A . and Yn!IRI! .1 PERb;7., H. P" psent status of the 
fig ht against lepl'Osy; its appli cation in Cuha. 

On~TzA SB'r IE:-I, A. ancl PI N ~~YRO RODH I GI'~;Z, R. Alope('ifl in l!'p rosy. 
DOMINGUEZ LOPEZ, F. Prese nt status of lep rosy ill t ill' Dispensary PSLl,:C of 

C,l JIlag-tiey. 
i\II NsAL ~IAHHoQt:l, A. Brief histori(· e\'oluti un of: the conce pt of leprosy. 
(iO:-lZALEZ P HE!'I DES, :'I-I. A. H os pi ta l d ischarges of pat ients of Hansen's disease. 
GO!'lZALEZ PRENDES . :'IL A. Sa na torio "San Luis de Jagua"; its fi rst fifteen yea rs. 
SANCHEZ DI AX, .J. L. Leprosy in th e Dispensa r y of P ina l' del Rio. 
CO'l' LESM}}s, V. Continuous Il nd p rolong-erl trea tment of lep ros.v by the slli fo nes. 
BARQUIN, P . Comment. on th e orga nization of the antil eprosy campa ig n. 

CONCLU::iIONS AND RECOM M ENDATIONS 

1. The contllg iousness of lep rosy is minimal. Hygiene a nd drug t reatment ca n 
p "cI'ent contagion. . 

2. Leprosy is no long-er a n incura ble di sease, since th e introdu cti on of the sulfo ne:,;, 
and for this reason li fe time isolation of pa ti ents in hosp ita ls should be a boli shed. Only 
those who, because of their p hysica l or economic disabili ty or th e gn.l \'ity of thei r 
disease, a r e not sui tabl e for dispensary trea tm ent shoul d rema in th erc. Admissions 
shoul d be p r ovisional. 

3. Ther e should be a rev iew of alI interned eases, fo t' th c purpose of transfening to 
the dispen aries a lI th ose not cover ed hy th e conditions indi ca ted above. 

4. The cooperntion of th e Ministry of Social W elfa re should be sought fo r the 
rchabili ta tion of th e pa ti ents wh o, beca use they havc ~ tayed in the hospitals fo r a long 
t ime, feel themselves to be di so riented when g- i\'cn th eir dischaJ'g'c, since th a t is a specifi c! 
f unction of tha t ministry. The Ministry of H ea lth has employed mor e th an 20 casc~ 
el i cha rged f rom th e Sa n Laza r o H ospi tal. 

5, The local chief officers of health, and med ical colleges, should be requested t o 
coopera te in taking the census of patients, the exam ina tion of contacts, and making the 
Mitsuda tests, whi ch a re being ca rried out throughout the R epubli c hy th e physicians 
of th e P atrona to de la Lepra. 

6. Lepr osy is not heredita ry; it is acqu ired by close contact with fl p fl ti ent, 0 1' by 
li vi ng with a pati ent without taking hygienic p reca uti ons, There a re a t present many 
children of pa tients and oth er persons li ving wi th them who, beca use of fea l', do not go 
to di spensa ries for exa mina tion. They should do this, The ser vice at th e dispensary 
is absolutely gratis. 

7. P a tients with deformities or mutil a tions should ~o to th e dispensa ri es fo r guidance 
as regards possibilities of plasti c surgery. 

8. Diaminod ip henyl sul fo ne is, a t th e p resent time, the drug of choice for th e 
t reatment of lepr osy. In recent internationa l congresses fH\'orable r esul ts with other 
drugs have been r eported. None of th ese should be indiscrimina tely used by the pa ti ent. 
It is necessary th a t directions for t reatment be g iven by exper t physicians in order to 
avoid lepra r eactions, anemias, and oth er compli ca tions th a t may be caused by these 
treatments. 
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I N TERN ATIOX AL COMMITTEE ON REHABILITATION 

Developing an idea originated by last year's meeting of the Inter
national Society for the Rehabilitation of the Disabled, according to the 
Carville Sta1-, a g roup of some 1'5 individuals r epresenting at least 10 
organizations and ins titutions formed an International Committee on 
Leprosy R ehabilitation. 1\1 ecting at the Rusk Tnstitute of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation in New York' on January 19, Dr. Paul 
Brand of Vellore, India, served as chairman and Dr. Daniel C. Riordan, 
of New Orleans, as alternate chairman. 

The purpose and f Ullctions of the ("(ll1l llli ttf'f' nre li ste r! as fo llows: (1) coo rdination 
of, co rnillunication with, and orga nization of ex isting ~lIld proposed leprosy and rehabilita
tion organizations on Iln intf'rnationn l bIl S i ~, (2) the orga nization, initiation and per
petuation of training, educil tion and rrseH l'ch. 

It was decided that mem bership of this com illittee should inclur1e r epresentllti ves of 
surgery, physica l medicine and rehabilitation, ophthHlmology, physical therapy. occupa
tiona l therapy, social services, vocational rehabilitation, nursing, and prosthetic manu
facturing. Contacts would be made with va rious intf'rnational orga nizations, in cluding 
'\"HO, and representation of the U. S. Pub li c H ea lth Service was suggested . 

The scheduling of the second Pan-pflcillc Confrl'ence on Rehabilitation was an
nounced. ( ,\There and when the fi rst was held does not appea l', unl ess perhaps it was 
the r ecent vVHO-LvVM-ISRD conferencf' in Vellore; nor is it 'aid when 01' where it is 
p lanned that the projected Pew-Pacifi c Confe l'encr shall be held.) Plans for a. proposed 
Conference on R ehabilitation in Afri ca, ane1 fo r participation in the 9th World Congress 
of the International Society for Rehahilitlltion of the Disabled, were discussed. 

It seems, f rom a letter in a later issue of the S tU1'} that the Committee is called the 
vY orld CO lllmittee on Leprosy, and that it is to be reached ca re of th e International 
Society for the Rehabilitation of the DisabJer1. 701 First Avenue. New Yo rk 17, N. Y. 

LEPROSY AT THE 14TH WORJ~D H EALTH ASSEMBLY 

The WHO Chronicle} in its issue for May-June 1961 (Vol. 15, No. 
5-6, p. 171), summarizes the discussions of the Director -General's an
nual r eport. The fo llowing is the section on leprosy : 

The delegate of Argentina said that a leprosy programme ",as orga nized in Argen
tina at the end of 1960. In Ethiopia, an active nation -wide leprosy control p rogramme 
including rehabilitatioJ1 measures is being carried out. In the Malagasy Republic almost 
20,000 leprosy cases are under treatment, and assista nce f rom UNICEF will permit the 
f urther development of training and control services. In Mexico, a leprosy control 
programme, which wi ll be integrated into the norlllal nati onal health services, is at present 
under study, and 40 leprologists are undergoing training. 

Encouraging results are reported from the leprosy programme in Nigeria: control 
started in .1952 with some 25,000 patients under treatment, the tota l l'Ismg to over 
300,000 by the end of 1959. Many of the patiellts have returned to normal life in 
f ull health. 

The Republi c of Upper Volta, stated the delega te of that countr·y, has the doubtful 
privilege of being one of the vVest African States IlIOst affecterl by leprosy: there are 
113,000 registered cases, the averllge morbid ity rate being 3%, rising to 10 % in some 
a reas. A control programme is in progress with help f rom UNI CEF and the French 
F onds el' Aide et de Cooperation. 

The delegate of India consider ed that WHO should sponsor both f undamental and 
applied leprosy research on a large scale and over widely dispersed areas. H e urged 
particularly that there should be co-ordinated studie on the prophylax is of leprosy 
either by B CG vaccination or by drugs. The delegate of Indonesia hoped that more 
attention would be pa irl to the planning of rehabilitation. 
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SYM1'08 [A OE TIfE IlHAZILTA:'< A8S0CLA'['JON 

The Brazilian As 'ociation of Leprology inaugurated, in 1960, a 
series of symposia designed to stimulate the study of the most im
mediate themes of leprology in preparation for the 1963 congress. In 
April, in Rio de Janeiro, was held the fir st of thcsc symposia, on 
"borderline" leprosy. c rhc paper presc nted at the symposium by Dr. 
Oay Prieto, of vVHO, appears in this issue (p. 442); nnd therc is 
also an abs1ract of papers prcscn1ed hy Nelso n Somla Campos and hy 
Beehelli). In :l\{ay, a 2-day symposium on cpidcmiology wa s held in Sao 
Paulo, the proceedings awl rccollllllendations of ",hich were published 
in Lhe R evista brasileim de L eprologia 28 (1960) 107-122. 

Ac(·ording to thc rCIll8J'k of Dr. Orestes Diniz at that tim<', it was planned that five 
othel' topics would bc similarly dcalt with: r ehabilitation, at Belo TTol'izontC' ; health 
cducation, flt Curitiba ; thc pl'oblems of IC'p l'osy in the ~ol'then st, at Herife; thel'apy, a t 
Brasilia ; lind the Mit!';uda reaction at Rio de .Janril'o. \Vhether or not this program will 
be ('ani('d out llndl'r the new adlllinistl'ation , thel'<' is 110 infol'mation. 

FONDATIO~ RAOFL FOLL J·: REA U 

Material conceming Raoul Follcrcau's ambitious plans for the 
VIne J ourncc M ondiale des Lepreux, which wa s to he celebratcd on 
January 29, 1961, has corne from two so urccs, fir. t from Bclgium and 
later from Paris. 

The announ cement fl'om Belg ium was put out by the Foulldation Haoul Follereau, 
said to be under royal patronage, although it appears that for Belgium itself "Les Amis 
du Pere Dam ien" was specified. A circular calling for fin ancial aid ("C. C. Postau x No. 
462.50 ouve,·t aux nom de (J oU1'1~e moncliale des L elJ1·ell .c', Bnf .}'elles ), ha ,' on the reycrse 
side fi so rt of postel' whith one is asked to put in the window and to bl'ing to the fltten
ti on of ncighhol's and fl'iends. In this poster, in b\'o color!';, is pi ctured a bed-ridden 
pati('nt, and the usull I 10 millions is upped to 15 millions, the following word "Iepl'eux" 
being the most ('onspicuous one. 

From Pal'i ' comes more fami li al.' material on the letterhead of the Ordre dc la 
Charita (cl c Post. Foller eau 1251-46, Paris), asking that, a lthough the J oUl'l1ae was on ly 
about fi month Rway, notice. hould be made of thc appeal for aid. In fi postscript typed 
on this mimeograpbed letter it is stated that fi phonograph disc, made with the collabol'3-
tion of the actor Si.r Laurence O!i\'ier, was being ent for use on the radio and a t public 
and private meetings. (That was not received.) The Order of Charity no\\' ha._ two 
add res:;es in England, one in London and the other in Bristol. 

LEPROSY IN CAM BODIA 

A CO lT spondent who visited Cambodia late in 19;-)9 ha upplirrl 
the following data on leprosy from the r ecord of the Troeung lepro
sarium-entirely statistical-and of the Phnom-Penh dispensary. 

The nUlllber of cases treated at the lep rosarium from 1921 to 1953 \\'a ' ] ,612, of 
which 727 were men, 492 wel'e women (1.5 :1), lind 393 were childl'en. Lepromatous 
cases had outnumbered tuberculoid among the adults 6.5 :1, and Illllong the children 
15:1 (which suggests that tuberculoid cases werc cither not sought for- ol' not re('oO'nized 
- or werc not eonsidcred necessa ry to isolnte). K ew cascs ndmitted during thc ncxt five 
yea l's (1954-1958) totaled 1,277, the males among the adu lts prcdominating 4:1; children 
(to 17 ycal's) outnumbering the adult femAles ; and of thc children 160 werc malc:; lind 
103 wel'C femllles. The staff consisted of a nurse and Iln aide, Ilnd ] 2 inmate elllplo~'ces . 
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The :Phnolll -Penh dispen:a l',v, at thc Institutc of Biology, was psta.blished in 1942, 
sincc when 889 cases had been registered. The type diagnoses of the 297 cases registered 
in the past 5 years were: 132 (44 % ) had., been lepromatous, 122 (41 % ) tuberculoid, 
and 43 (15% ) " ind i ffe rcncies"; the sex ratio 3.4:1. Attendance at the dispen. ary 
was entirely yolunta ry. Of those attending in 1958 only 42 were new c~lses, the others 
having been sent by the Troeung leprosarium; the effect of the dispensary was thCl'efore 
limited. Treatment had bp('n hy hydnoca rpus (krabao) oil until ]9,'54, but mninly by 
sulfoll cs sincc thpn , with 11 prcfl'l'f'nce fo r in jectable products. 

ANTILEl'ROSY ACTI VITIES IN TAT WAN 

Apart from operations of th e Losheng L eprosarium at ~rainan , 
und er 1)1'. 'r. Y. Ch'en, superintendent, the antilep rosy work in ']~aiwan 
(Formosa) seems as yet to be done largely und er the rraiwan Leprosy 
R eli ef ~-\ ssoc iation, a joint organizatioll of foreign and natiollal med ical 
workers intel'ested in helping victim s of the di sease and its attendant 
superstition s. Ther e is also a Chin ese Leprosy Control and Prevention 
Association, headed by Dr. Ch'en, which according to information r e
ce ived wa s apparently started late in 1957 (although our co rrespondent 
had no knowledge of it until late in 1959), and which in 1960 distributed 
fO l' ])(,l'usal a proposed constitution, The gove l'l1ment des ignated 
Novemher 1960 a, "Lepro. y Month," to contribute to public education, 
utilizing- the press, the radio, and other media of ma s, information to 
that end. 

The TLRA was started in the fa ll of 1954, materializing in the spring of 1955 with 
the pilot project of the Makung outpatient clinic in the P escadores I sland, under Miss 
Marjorie Bly, R.N., now located at the new provincinl hospitnl there. At the beginning 
Dr. Richard Hofstl'n was nledicll l director of the Association, but he was compelled by 
illness to leaH in ] 9;36, to be replll ccd in 1959 by Dr. Myles E. Eftelanrl, sponso l'ed by 
thc Amprican Leprosy Missions, Inc. Dr. Hugh MacMillan i chllil'lnnn o£ the board. 

The Association now hilS 7 outpatient clinics with a totlll of about 1,000 patients, 
including the one nt the Mackay Memorial Hospital started in 1925 by the late Dr. 
Gushue-'fa~· l ol', and nl so the. mall Happy Mount Colony which he estn blished . The 1960 
report of the Associntion also lists 6 provincial government clinics at which, apparently, 
leprosy patients mny obtain trcntment- besides the Losheng leprosarium, which has 
about 1,000 inpatient. 

Although certn in other clinics bave many more patients, Dr. Efteland has moved to 
Chinyi to reside nnd to opernte the clinic and the 10-bed hospital there, Chiayi being a 
centra l location. 

Recently Dr. Kl1zuo Saikawa, fo rmedy chief of su·rgery at the Naga. hima Aisei-en 
leprosarium in Japan, l'e ·igned thllt position to come to the Taiwan clinic under the aus
pice. of a Japanese cburch organization to engage in reparative surgery, and a .Jnpane .. e 
nurse has also been sent to assist him. 

Of t.h e 7 clinics, one ha s only 8 patients registered , and another 58, but the rest have 
from 100 to 286. They are listed as 416 lepromatous, 415 tuberculoid, 42 " intermediate," 
and 97 borderline. 

IU:LAPSBS I N JAMAICA AND THE- UN ITED STATES 

Of 100 patients released as cured from tbe Hansen Home at Spani h 
Town, in Jamaica, in 5 years up to 1960, none had r eturned with re
currence of the di sease, according- to a r eport by Howard Crouch, of the 
Damicn-Dutton Society, r eprinted in the Carville 8iM. Tt is intimated 
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that a factor in this r esult is the fact that the discharged patients are 
given a stipend by the Government until they can obtain employment, 
which prevents undue hardships during that period. 

This report led the S tM to inquire about r eadmissions because of relapse among dis· 
charged patients f rom American leprosaria. 

At Carville, it was reported, there had been 134 discharges in the p ast five years 
(1956-1960), and 7 read mi. sions. 

At tbe Hale Mohaltt H ospital ncar Honolulu, there had been 42 discharges and 
3 readmissions in the saJ)le period . 

. From the Kala~l,pa,pa Settlement, 85 patients had been released (not counting 1 
transferred to Hale Moha lu ), and in 14 of them the disease had relapsed . (The K alaupap a 
population is known to consist largely of old cl1ses.) 

I~ECALCITRANT TUSF:RCULOSIS PATIENTS 

The experience of the authorities of Denver, Colorado, in the han
dling of the "hard-core" of patients with infectious tuberculosis who r e
fuse hospitalization, and are socially incapable of taking care of them
selves or of considering the welfare of other s, is related by R. S. 
Mitchell and associates in the Am,erican R eview of R espiratory Dis
eases 83 (1961) 767-769. 

The matter of compu lsory isolati on of such patients was discussed at a Confer ence 
of Protective I solation in 1957, where it was agreed among other things that such cases 
rep resent more of a menace to the community than their relativelY small numbers would 
imply, and that enforced hospitalization should not be used unless every effort had been 
made to provide adequate care on a volunteer basis. Subsequently, official Letters of 
Quarant ine were sent to severa l such patients, who then entered the hospital and tended 
in general to remain there under treatment ; the threat of force appeared to exert a hene
fi cial influence. 

In 1958 a program of psychosocial conferences was initiated, at which it became 
evident that most of the reca lcitrants were soeiopathic, alcoholi c and self-destructive, 
most of them appearing incapable of normal adjustment to life. Since then 7 such 
patients have been legall y committed to a state mental hospital- not, it is emphasized, as 
a matter of punishment, although such patients are customarily regarded as candidates 
for the penal approach of compulsory segregation . Details of the first two of these 
cases are given, from which it is evident that a great deal of effort and time is wasted 
on such cases. These patients not only had needed extel'l1al control, but such control was 
often reassuring and a relief to them, and the effects in general were good. 

This report has nothing to do with the control of leprosy patients, 
but it is possible that, without general segregation, the milder of the 
steps r elated-the Letter of Quarantine-might be useful in the control 
of recalcitrant patients with lepromatous leprosy who r esist hospital
ization while highly infectious. 

MAILING BIOLOGIC SPECIMENS 

The Universal Postal Congress, at the instance of WHO, laid down 
an article which came into force in 1959 governing the mailing of 
biologic materials. P erishable materials which do not contain living 
organisms, such as fixed specimens for histopathology, are also pro
vided for. Regarding the latter the bottle or tube must be packed in a 
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water-proof containcr, with enough absorbent material in and around 
j t to absorb all the liquid in case of breakage ; and, if carried by air, 
the bottle should be strong enough to with stand variations in atmos
pheric pressure. Thi s container, in turn should be packed, with further 
absorbent packing, in all outer case of wood or metal or some material 
of equival ent strength. rrhe lahel must hoar, hesides the addresses of 
the sending and receiving laboratories, a violet-colored label with 
notices of which one, J)G1lg cr"cu.x;: l1 e pas ollv rir' l Jendant l e transpo1·t 
(Dangerous : not to hc opened in transit), which is required in the case 
of living organisms, may he eliminated. rrhis postal tnlf-ri c may take 
place only between cOUlltri es agreeing to it, and between "officially
recognized laboratories." A defini tion of just what those laboratories 
should be is still to be formulated, hut obviously if these r egulation s are 
enforced the free mailing of specimcns between leprologists in the field 
in any country and lahoratories in other cOUlltrics will not he permitted. 

NEWS ITEMS 
Malaya: ]J;f alayan Le pl'OSY R el'ie f 11 ssociation.- Th is orga nization, cstn bl ishcd in 

19.'i9 in Kuala Lumpur, has p ublished (i n English) an illustrated pamphlet intended 
for edu cation of the public with referencc to modern aspects of leprosy, and telling of 
thc purposes of the organization and its accomplishments during its first year of activity. 
Of particular interest, besides among othcr things a page of Ten Facts on Leprosy, ar e 
short arti cles on the History of Leprosy in :Jlnlaya, by Dr. K. M. Reddy, medical super
intendent at S unge i Buloh until late 1960; and Sungei Buloh Inmates Manage Their 
Own Affairs, by Mr. Kok Hoe Wah, sccrctary of thc Settlcment Council. Pictures 
are mostly of the Settlemcnt and new faci li ties. There is no indication a to how copies 
might be obta ined; the one sccn calll e to us indirectly. 

Viet Nam: Out of a cemelel·y.- For many years victims of lep rosy in Saigon had 
to camp out in wrctched shar-ks at thc rear of a cemetcry, notcs the Da1llien-Dutton Call. 
Rccently, with thc aid of thc ~CWC Catholic Relief Scrvices and othcr g roups, they 
hnvc been moved into a new colony, bui lt with donated 1111l1ber and brir-ks and stll ffed 
by the Daughters of Charity of St. V incent de Paul. 

Korea: Developments ill th e Catholic senices.--With funds sent f rom Germany, 
the Benedidine Fnthers are building a large leprosariullJ at one of ou r oldest stations, 
ca lled Sung J u. Recently I visited Father Coyos, the sole urvivor of 13 French Fathers 
imprisoned b,v the Communists. He had purchased land outside his town of Chonan and 
cOllllnenced r-onstrudion of a building to house local leprosy patients, but the prejudice 
was so g reat that a mob of some 50 persons came out from the town and tore down 
f'vel·~, thillg . The -:'IIa ryknoll :F'athers' own sf'l'vice has sct up fivc centcrs with mobile clinic 
ilt Seoul, St. Lnznl'Us, Ok Chun ill ll1id-country, K.o Sung on thc south coast, and Po Hang 
on the southeast eoa~t. "\" e ha ve 4 p hysicia ns, 15 nursing sisters and 9 other employees. 
On -:'IIay 8th, 1961, 70 medical students frollJ the Yon Sei University visited St. Lazarus 
as they did last year, Theil' intcrest is duc in large part to Dr. Joon Lew, p rof!)ssor of 
microbiology thcrf'.- TJ-I E: R~}\·. JOSEPH A. SWEENEY 

United States: Val'anr"!} at Kalaupapa.- It was rcported from H onolulu in May 
and picked up by the Ca rvi ll c S ial' that, sincc the rcsignation of Dr. H erm nn P. Kramer 
as medi ca l dircctor of the KalaupHpa Settlement, it has been necessary to ass ign an 
unlicensed physir-inn tClllpornrily to that post, becausc no qunlificd person has applied 
for the position . The job ca ll s for a licf'nsed physician with three years expericncc beyond 
internship and, prefcrably, somc hosp ihll adm inistrativc backgrounrl. . Th c alllry is 
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said to be $875 a month, with qUlll'teI'S, subsistence, and a cllr prO\·ided. The post is hard 
to fill because of the isolation , and fami lies a re r uled out beca use no minors are allowed 
in the bospita I area. 

Another news item in the S tal' tell s of the effects of a recommendation to the 
Hawaiian offi cials by a firm of management consultants that Kalaupapa be closed and the 
patients be JIlo\'ed to Hale Mohalu at P earl City. That arousei! a storlll of protest fl'Olll 

the patients eoncrrned , and finall y they were offie inlly notified that thc proposal would 
not be put into effect. 

Patients' club send .. thanks.- Th e A meric'an }\Jedica l Edueation Foundation has re
ceived 11. token g ift {roill . the Kalaupapa Lions Club , Kalaupa pll , Molokai, Hawaii , 
according to the A.M.A. News. A lettcr areompanying the eheck sllid the gift " is made 
in tbe spirit of appreeilltion and g rlltitude for the relief medical scienr'e hilS brought to 
sufferers of Hansen' .. Disease all O\'c r the world. Sin ce there is still a shock in!! lark 
of und erstllnding and a unwh olesome fellr of the sufferel.' of thi . disease, the contribution 
is also made in the hope that education in medi cal schools will stress the psycholog ic. 
sociologic and humanitarian aspects of this disease to educllte physici ll ns, parfll1ledi cfll 
workers and al l co ncerned to promote better understanding of problems involvc(l." 

Ophthalmologist to til e Cal'ville staO'.-A f ull-time ophthalmologist, in the persoll 
of Dr. William B. Snyder, is a recent addition to the professional staff of the Public Health 
Service Ho:spitnl, CIl l'vill e. Dr, Snyder will w~l'k in cooperation with Dr . . JRmes H . 
.Allen of ~ew Orleans, an authority on the eye in leprosy, who will continue in his 
capacity as Consultant in Ophthalmology, Dr. Snyder's I1ppointment emphasizes an 
oft-neglected point: that complications involving the eye rClllain 11 IIl11j or CO I1('PI'I1 ill thl' 
treatment of lepl'osy.- JoHN A. RORERTSEN. 

PERSONALS 

Ih. PAUL "T, BRAND, who was in the United States last year, has rece ived the LeskeI' 
award for hi s distinguished work in orthopedics, He has also been elected a Fellow of 
the British Orthopaedic Association. 

DR. J. A. KDINEAR BROWN has been upgraded to Senior Specialist (Leprosy) "in 
view of his long service and sta tus in the Ministry of Health of Uganda." H e has also 
been appointed part-time lecturer in leprosy at Makerere University College. 

DR. RICHARD S. B UKER, formerly engaged in lep rosy work in Chiengm ni, rrhailand, 
is soon to return to that work, according to an announcement of the Amer'iclln Leprosy 
Missions caught on a Voice of America broadcast heard in the Philippines, 

DR. ETIENNE BURNET, who frol11 1928 to 1936, was with the Organisation de Hygiene 
of the League of Nl1tions and concern ed with- among othel' things-leprosy from the 
international point of vi ew, and who later was the director of the Institut Pasteur of 
Tunis until his retirement in 1943, died in Tunis on November 20, 1960, at the age of 87, 
An account of hi s life li S scientist and author, by J . C. Leyaditi , was published in the 
Annales de l'lnstitut Pasteu,' 100 (1961) 401-405. 

DR, E. MUTR has returned to the Purulia Lepl'osy Hospital for an intend ed St:.1Y of 
of several months, expecting to return to Engll1nd in January 1962. 


