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First, naturally-after the right has been obtained to remove 
the children from the parents, either by their consent or by law
comes the effort to place them in families of uninfected relatives. 
Second is the possibility-one that has not been extensively explored 
-of having them taken over, perhaps legally adopted, by other 
families. In either case some degree of supervision is required to 
prevent abuses, t.he enslavement of the children. 

There doubtless always will remain a greater or less proportion 
of these children that cannot, for one reason or another, be placed 
with private families. These, if anything is to be done with them, 
must be cared for by the public, the funds coming either from the 
official exchequer or through private subscriptions. This activity is 
one that should appeal particularly to the public at large, which 
might endow homes or otherwise provide for these children. Where 
this is done the Government will be relieved of the burden and thus be 
permitted to concentrate on other phases of the anti-leprosy cam
paign. 

In view of this it is advanced that projects such as the Lady 
Denham Fund, of which Rose writes, are worthy of fullest encour
agement. The establishment of such homes is of t~e greatest in
terest to all countries where leprosy exists, for they will doubtless 
play the same role in the campaign against that disease that they 
now· do in some places in that against tuberculosis. 

The bad times that now prevail everywhere make the realization 
of such plans especially difficult. However, the period at least gives 
an opportunity to take stock of the situation and to prepare plans 
that can be put forward when times improve. 

H. P. L. 

THE SEX RATIO IN LEPROSY 

A feature of leprosy which, first and last, has caused a great 
deal of speculation is the fact that under what may be considered 
the normal conditions of a going endemic there are usually about 
twice as many males affected as females. A discussion of the subject 
by Lowe, of Calcutta, which cites the views of several workers, appears 
in this issue of the JOURNAL. 

Not connected with leprosy is the statement ascribed to Stally
brass that differences in endocrine function in the two sexes may 
possibly have an influence on their susceptibility to infectious dis-
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eases in general. Lowe himself points out that a slightly greater 
degree of immunity in females, not sufficient to cause much differ
ence with respect to virulent, acute diseases, might possibly have a 
marked influence in the incidence of a disease like leprosy and give 
rise to more frustrated attacks and a milder form of the disease. 
However, he is not inclined to accept the llypothesis that under the 
same conditions females are less susceptible to leprosy than males, 
and in fact definitely concludes that in the light of present evidence 
a fundamental difference in susceptibility is improbable, and that 
the difference in incidence probably is due to environmental factors. 
In support of this view he marshals arguments that include certain 
data on the incidence of tuberculosis. 

Correct though this conclusion may be, direct evidence would be 
preferable to indirect. Real direct evidence on the question in 
human leprosy would be difficult indeed to obtain; factors such as 
differences in activities, in contacts, and in habits of cleanliness 
usually interfere, and would do so even in asylum or prison popula
tions. However, indirect experimental evidence possibly may be had 
if it be agreed that in rat leprosy, despite its peculiarities and dif
ferences, there are important similarities and relationships and that 
transmission may be included among these. 

It is most striking that of the 2,157 wild rats examined by Asami 
in northeastern Japan (see the abstract in this number of the JOUR
NAL) 11 leprous ones were found among the 907 males examined, and 
only 6 among the 1,257 females. Apparently Asami did not pursue 
the matter, but the figures give proportions of 1.15 per cent males 
and 0.48 per cent females, and a sex ratio of 2.4: 1. The total num
ber of diseased animals was small, of course-it would be most desir
able could statistics be obtained from various regions on a larger 
scale-but the fact is decidedly suggestive. 

Considering these figures, the familiar question of environment 
versus innate susceptibility arises. 'l'hough the conditions are rela
tively simple it still must be asked whether among wild rats there 
is an environmental factor to which such a sex difference can be 
ascribed. Marchoux concluded that natural infection of wild rats 
occurs through the wounds of battle among these savage little crea
tures, and it may be that the males are by so much the greater fighters 
-scar counts would perhaps show that. It would be highly desirable 
to investigate the matter experimentally. The opinion expressed by 
Marchoux, in his article on rat leprosy reprinted in this issue, that 



102 International Journal of LepTosy VOL.2,No.l 

the occurrence of rat leprosy among white rats reported by Dujardin
Beaumetz and by Borrel was due to insufficient separation from in
fected animals, suggests a possible epidemiological experiment that 
might be undertaken in some place where a sufficient stock of animals 
is available. Even if the suggested assumption as to the relation
ship of the two diseases is not fully granted- and probably few would 
be bold enough to do that-such an experiment would be of very 
real interest, and possibly of broader significance than with respect 
to the problem of leprosy alone. 

FROM THE JOURNAL OFFICE 

RENEWALS 

In publishing a periodical under conditions as unusual as those pertaining 
to the JOTJRNAL, the business office as well as the editorial office meet with ques· 
tions that cannot be decided on quite the same basis as they would if the con
trolling organization were less spread out than is the International Leprosy 
Association. This remark is pertinent to the question of whether or not to 
distribute the firRt issue of a new year to the previous year 's mailing list before 
notices of renewals have actually been received. 

If a man in, let us say, Fiji postpones mailing his renewa)) of membership 
in the Association to the General Secretary-Treasurer in London until about 
Christmas, notice of renewal cannot be sent to Manila until at least the end 
of January, or be received and acted on there until some time in March. And, 
unquestionably, many a far-away member will be even less prompt than that. 
Consideration of the matter has led this office to two conclusions: 

1. That it would be preferable to set the intended publication time for each 
issue as of the end of each quarter rather than the beginning-March instead 
of January, and so on. Thus there will be no reasonable chance of failure to 
receive a renewal before the second issue of a year is ready for mailing. 

2. That it would be more consonnnt with the purposes of the Association 
and of the organization which aids it in supporting the JOURNAL if it should be 
assumed that all previous members and subscribers intend to renew, and to send 
them the first issue when printed, than to stand on the letter of the contract 
and withhold mailing it until notice of renewal has been actually received. 
There may be some losses if this is done, but there will doubtless be less 
dissatisfaction and certainly less delay. 

Therefore, this issue is being mailed to all who are on last year's list. 
Anyone thereon who does not intend to renew his membership or subscription 
will thus receive this one issue of the 1934 volume. Since it will be unwanted 
it will be appreciated if the recipient ,vill either return it to the publishing 
office or hand it to 80me person who may be interested in it. 


