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and that the establishment of leprosy clinics encourages early cases to attend 
at a time when treatment is the most effective. Work along thcse lines has 
been carried out at the Swatow Mission Hospital, but its work is being seriously 
hampered by an official order that all lepers in the district should be isolated. 
Many patients no longer dare attend the clinic, and early cases naturally will 
endeavour to hide their symptoms as long as possible. Compulsory segregation 
on a large scale is practically impossible, f or the leper population in and around 
Swatow is estimated between 5,000 and 10,000 individuals while the muni cipal 
leper colony, situated on an island a few miles from Swatow, is much over
crowded with some 120 inmates. The colony has been instrumental in removing 
from the streets a large number of paupers in advanced stages, but the cost of 
operation is high and though treatment of a sort is given it is without hope of 
curing any of the cases. 

Any organization to deal with the problem should include (1) a diagnostic 
and training center (a) t o select cases suitable f or treatment as out-patients 
and (b) to secure the cooperation of doctors undertaking this out-patient treat
ment; (2) one or more hospitals for the treatment of moderately advanced 
cases; (3) a colony for the segregation of advanced cases for whom alleviation 
of their condition is the only result that can be expected. Not legislati on, bub 
education is the effective method. Officials and the people themselves should 
realize that leprosy is not incurable, and that the leper undergoing treatment 
is not a danger to the community. 
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In the last ten years steady progress has been evident in all aspects of the 
battle against leprosy, more particularly in the question of therapy. The present 
means and methods of treatment encournge a hopeful outlook. This, however, 
is not t he only weapon with which the disease must be attacked. Survey and 
propaganda are indispensable and the wholehearted cooperation of all classes, 
especially of lepers themselves, is of paramount importance. The latter is a 
vital need, since the full .benefit of treatment cannot be secured unless the 
subject can be prepared for it. The treatment of early cases is also an essen
tial f actor and, where possible, segregation in suitable surroundings. 

While the situation may be regarded as one of much hopef~lness, there is 
a very real danger of creating or encouraging undue optimism. Social and 
economic conditions are still in need of drastic revision in many countries where 
leprosy is rife and whose people are often completely ignorant of even the simplest 
methods of hygiene. 
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CORRECTION 
The reference to a paper by EMERSON, ANDERSON and LEAKE on 

blood sugar changes in experimental rat leprosy abstracted in the last 
number of this JOURNAL [1 (1933 ) 506] should be to an unpublished 
manuscript and not to a previously published report on lipolytic activity, 
a!; is given in the abstract. ' 


