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Reply from Dr. Robert G. Cochrane, Medical Seoretary, Br·itish Empire LeprolfY 
Relief Association: 

The question of the staining property of iodized esters and the length of 
time the stain remains in the tissues is an important one, especially in the light 
colored races. I have been using iodized esters in European patient!! over 
the past eighteen months, and in one patient in particular tho stain is still well 
marked, although some of the pl1.tches were inj ected as long as eighteen months 
ago. It is very difficult t o say how long this stain lasts, but apparently it 
wHl last for at least a period of two years. 

It is f or this r eason that I have largely ceased using iodized esters for 
European pati ents and am now using hydnocarpus oil and creosote. The draw
back to this preparati on is its viscosity, but if it is heated to about 50 ° to 55°F. 
it can be injected fairly easily. It is t oo early to make any comment with 
regard to the r elative efficacy, but the irritation is no more than that pro
duced by iodized esters although the initial inj ection is somewhat more painful 
owing, I presume, to the presence of creosote. 

These remarks apply also to the creosoted esters. A firm in England made 
for me f or a short time a preparation which was called Special Esters which 
did not produce any staining in the skin, but I had to cease using it because it 
was too irritating. A report on the relative efficacy of this preparation and the 
iodized esters is published in the April number of Lepl'Osy Review. 

HYPERESTHESIA 

'I'o the EDITOR: 

In reply to the inquiry by M. D. I wish to state that during 
some years of experience I have never noticcd the occurrence of 
hyperesthesia in previously anesthetic spots. To make sure that I 
have not missed the occurrence I have recently examincd and made 
enquiries from some 300 patients under active treatment, with con
sistently negative results. 

Of course, the foregoing remarks only refer to those cases where 
we deal with longstanding anesthesia, as it is well known that in 
cases of early involvement, i.e., in the stage of acut.e swelling of 
nerves, hyperesthesia may alternate with anesthesia and vice versa. 
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Pretoria, South Africa 

J . C. COETZEE 
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[The inquiry previously published in this department of the JOURNAL (1 

(1933) 495) was referred to the Pretoria Leper IIlBtitution f or comment when 
received. '1'he above reply was r eceived too late to appear in :m earlier issue. 

-EDITOR.] 


