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neous" as the name of a type of leprosy has always signified a certain sympt om·complex, contrasting with that of the other, the "neural" t ype, but there
has never been any intention that all cases with changes in the skin (i.e.,
"cutaneous" changes in the general sense) should be considered of the cutaneous type, any more than that all cases with nerve changes should be classed
as of the neural type. However, th ere has always been some misunderstand.i ng
on this score, for which reason some leprologists have deprecated or avoided
cutaneous as a type·name. The matter was argued a t length at t he Memorial
round-table conference in 1931 before that conference decided t o retain the
term, but it was believed that the definiti ons adopted would obviate further
confusion in the matter.
As for the question of which of the two types as set up by the Memorial
Conference embraces th e typical unmixed tuberculoid cases, one must depend
less on legali stic minutae of definitions th at are subject to revision, or on gross
clinical appearances that may be misleading, than on basic findings aud the .
experience of those who have dealt with such cases over long periods of years.
Both the absence (or rarity) of bacilli and the nature of the tissue r eaction
in the tuberculoid lesion bespeak a degree of resistance to the infection that
is characteristic of the neural r ather th an the cutaneous type, and the typical
clinical history would seem t o bear this out. In J apan, South Africa, and it
is understood in India, such cases are classed as neural, and I have personally
corne to the conclusion that this is correct. This is not to say that all cases
with tuberculoid lesions are to be so classed, for there are "mixed " cases with
both tuberculoid and lepromatous lesions, the latter of which would of course
take precedence, but that does not affect the question of the unmixed tuber culoid case.

THE TERM "LEPER" IN PARAGUAY
To the EDITOR:
Referring to the use of the term "leper," as discussed in the
April-July issue of the present volume of the JOURNAL, it may be
mentioned that in Paraguay, South America, the euphonic term in
general use for "leprosy" and "leper" is simply" Hansen." This
word, used in reference to positive cases, gives all the information
required in medical consultation or r eferences in the hearing of the
patient and his friends and there is n() suggestion of the stigma attached to the old and universally odious word "leper."
This use of "Hansen" means to the patient that his disease is
now removed from th e sphere of ignorance, loathesomeness and ostracism, to a level in which modern science and hygiene and human-
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itarianism find in the patients subjects of the highest interest. The
name opens up to them a new and bright prospect of hope and health.
To call the leper a " Hansen" gives him a feeling that he has quite
a new status, and he can hold up his head with pride, knowing that
he now has friends.
J. W. LINDSAY.
136, B eresfm'd A venue
Tolworth, Surrey, England.

