
NEWS AND NOTES 
Information concenzin,f} institut ions, organi.zations, and individuals 

connec ted with lept'o sv work , scientift1c or oO/e?' meetings, legislative 
enactm ents and other ma ft et's of in ten;st, 

YIRST I N TER-AMERICAN CONF ERr.Nm: OF EXl'ERIME~TAL L EPltOLOGY 

On .June 14-16, 1961, ther e wa s held in Buenos Aires, organized by 
the Office of Skin Di seases Control of the ~l inistry of Social 'WeHare 
and Public H ealth, the First Tnter -America n Conference of "F~xperi­
m en ~al Leprology, Th e following r eports were r ead: 

DR. LUlz BO./ALIL CMexico ) : Class ifi cation or th e mycobacteria . 
DR. LAZL6 1(A'1'6 (CA nada): Beha\' iol' of the J'eti ('uloendothelial systrlll in ex peJ'i-

mental murine leprosy. 
DR. R UBEU Az UI.AY (B rn zil ) : The value of mtu"inc leprosy in cxperimcntAl leprology. 
DR. 'VALTER HADI.ER (B ra zil) : Experimcntal chemotherapy of murine leprosy, 
DR. NORBERTO OLlIIQS CASTRO (A rgentil1ll) : Expcrilll cnta l hypersensitivity in leprosy. 
DR. ME~Y BERGEI, (A J'gentina) : Expcrillientnl tnlnsllli ~~ i o n of I('prosy infretion to 

labora tory animals. 
Other communications were contributed, among whieh were the foll owillg': 
DR. R ,nJL IIoUSSAY (Argentina) : P olyarthropAthy in rats injected with mycobacteria . 
DR. ELEAKOR ALEXANDER-J ACKSON (United S tAtes ) : Lesion developing after inocu-

lntion of new bom rats with 11 p leomorphi c orgll nism isolated f rom the blood or a leprous 
pnticnt. 

DR. J. O[,IVEIRA ALJI[E!I)A (Brazi l): Serelogical studies in lepl'Osy. 
DR. FELIX 'Vn,KI NSON et al. (Argentina): R esults of inoculation or 111. lepl'ae to 

an imals fed with prooxidan t diet . 
DR. KARL MASON and MEl Yu DJU (United Stntes ) : Inoculation of ltI. lep'l"ae m 

animals under special dietary conditions. 
DR,. Y. T. CHANG (United States ) : Growth of Ill. lepl'ae 1/UI,Til/1n in mouse bone ma r­

row cultures. 
DR. JAIME " -H ITE!.AW (U ru g-uny): Comparntive \"alue of differ ent medi ca ti ons in 

Icp l'osy. 
DRS. J . OLIVEIRA ALJI[EIDA and LUIS M. BECHE[.LI (B razi l): Serological evaluation 

of antileprosy therapy by quantita tive complaint fixa tion r enction. 
DR. L UIS M. BECHELLI (B rllzil ): Contribution to t.h e study of immunoallergic 

reactions between tuberculosis and leprosy. - E. D. L. J OKQUIERES 

We a.re also informed th at a committee of cha irmen of the conference (Drs. }\7.ulay, 
Bergel, Bojalil , Chang, H adler, Kat6 and Olmos Castl"O) r ecommended th e fo llowing : 

(1) The need of creating an Inter-Ameri can Informa tion Center to f acilitate the 
exchange of r esearch projects in p rogress an d to make this info l111ation known to all 
leprosy resea rch centers of Amer'iea and to other's who mn)' so desire. 

(2) 1<~or such a purpose th e following instituti ons offered their servi ces to th ose who 
a re interested. 

ARGE~TI~ A. (a) Instituto Nacional de ~[i c robiol og i:l. (Buenos A ires), Dr. Ig nacio 
P erosky. Bacteriology of leprosy. (b) Dispensario DCl"matol6gico de la Direcei6n de 
Lucll a Dermatol6g iea (Tucnnuln), D r. Norberto Olmos Castro. LepJ'omin antigen for the 
investiga tion of hypersensitivity in leprosy. Antigen fo r the Olmos Castro-Bonatti serwn 
test. Information concel"lling leprosy hypersensitivity phenomena .. (c) Laborntorio de 
Investigaciones Leprol6icas (Hosario), Dr. Meny Bergpl. Pl'ooxidant diets and their 
connection with experimental leprology. 

92 



30, 1 News alld Not es !J 3 

BRAZil,. (a) Instituto de Leprologia del Se rvi<:o National de Lepra ( Rio de J anei ro), 
Dr. Hubrll1 David Azulay. Pnthology problellls in leprosy. (b) Cftteora de Mierobiologia 
e Inmulologia de In, Facultad de :Medicina (Hibei rao Preto), Prof. Dr. J . Olivei ra 
AIllleida. Se rology of leprosy. (c) Departamento de Histologia de In ];"'acultad de 
)Ipdieina (H ihril'ao Preto), Dr. " 'a lter A. H adler. Chelllotherapy of murine leprosy. 

CA~,\DA . Department of Physiopathology, Institute of Microbiology and Hygiene, 
Uni ve rs it~· of )[ontrea l (:I[ontrea l), Dr. L{lzlo Kat6. P hysiopathology of murine leprosy. 

U:\ l n : D RT.\ TES. Xntionn l Institute of Hen lth (Wnshington, D. C. ), Dr. Y. T. Chang. 
P hil rma colog i,;t, Leona rd '" ood l\!emol;n I ; Guest Scientist, Na tiona I Institutes of HrHlth . 
Cultul'e o f' lIf. leJlra e Hnd M. /eprae ?lllIriIl1ll. 

l\IF~X I CO . E scuela de ?lIed ici nn. de III U niversidad ("Mexico, D.F.) , Prof. D r. Luis F . 
Boja lil. Mycoba eteri n; supply of stJ-llins Ilnd classifi cntion. 

(3) This suggestion ailll s at fae ilitnting the exehllnge of inforl1llltions duri.ng· the 
p rog ress of investigations and at nvoiding the repetition of unnecessary exertions. 

(4) Expel'iments with unpubli shed negative results should be sent to DI·. Lazlo K at6, 
)lolltreltl, Canada, who will distribute them among the lep rosy experts. 

(5) The possibility of: holding confe rences of like nnture every two yen!'s; to study 
thr possihility of holding the nex t one in )[exico City. 

JAPANESE LEPROSY ASSOCIATION 

34T H GI':NEilAL l\JEETTNG, KY USH U UNIVEHSITY, MAY 21-22, 1961 

A r epo rt of this meet ing, mostly in the Japanese language, appears 
in a recent issue of La L ep1'o [ 30 (1961) 97-1'45]. The list of papers, 
which is duplicated in Engli sh, comprises two special discourses : 

T ODA, Tadao. Several problems on the leprosy bacilli. 
KrfAl\IUM, Kanehiko. General aspect of the histology of inflamma­

tory skin lesions, 
and also a symposium on the Chemotherapy of Leprosy, presided over 
by Yoshinobu Hayashi: 

TAKEDA, M. In the field of ophthalmology 
NAMBA, 'M. In the fi eld of dermatology 
IDl~, J. In the fi eld of surgery 
YOKOTA, T. The effect 
Individual papers numbering 53 a re listed, of the usual wide variety, 

from ultramicroscopic studies to various phases of treatment. Abstracts 
of all but 5 of them make the bulk of the r eport, but they are not" ava il­
able" to a nonreader of the language. 

lNTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HEALTH AND HEALTH EDUCATION 

The vVodd H ealth Organization has di stributed an announcement of 
an Intel'll ational Confe r ence on H ealth and Health Education, to be held 
in Philadelphia, Pa., on June 30-July 7, 1962, under the auspices of the 
International Union for Health Education in collaboration with vVHO. 

The purpose of this Confere nee. is to consider some of the major hea lth problems 
which confront man in his total envi rollment and to discuss the contribution that health 
education can make, particularly in enlisting more effecti\'ely the participation and 
~uppo rt of people in hea lth prog rams. A comprehensive and t imely p l'ogrmll is planned 
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for till' cOll ff'l' f' ncf'. "Ma n ill Hi !=! E nvironlll f' nt" is the hl'oad theme fo r the scienti fill 
PI·ogl·a lll. 

It i!=! hoped th ll t the COllfcrencf' will he w(' 11 attf' nch·d hy ll'a ding hea lth olli e·ials lind 
professional workf'],S surh as physicill llS, health educlltion specialists, ex perts ill environ, 
mental sanita tion, nursing, et(·., liS well Il S social scienti sts, leaders in edu ca ti on, so(' ia l 
work and other professions. 

F urther in formation about thi s conference ca n be obtained on requl'st f rom t he 
seCl'etari a t of th l' confcrencl' a t 1962 Internati onal Confl' rl'nrl' on H enlth a nd H eal th 
Rdu rll ti on, 800 Sr('oncl A Vf' llllP, Tew York 17, New Yo rk. 

H ULES F OR R OME TIU~ATMENT I N CALTFORN I A 

III 1953, Dr. H erman Gray proposC'd regulation s, puhlish C' c1 in Cali­
for'11,ia 's H ea lth on Octoher 31, 1953, uncl C' J' which hom C' trC'atm ent of 
]epro y pati ents would he permittC'(l in Cali foJ'nia. Shortl y afterward 
Dr. Rosemary Brunetti dealt with the sam e matter , drawin O' up a 
lengthy leprosy control program for the sta te. At the Carvill e Con­
ference held last NovC'mber, Dr. Gottlieh Orth, of the California De­
partm C'nt of H ealth, spoke (according to Tll e S tar ) as if ther e had not 
heen much change of Gray's plan, which is predicated on continuous 
treatm ent of the pati ent on an ambulatory ha sis, in the 7 years since 
then. The rul C's , according to a ]ettC'r fr om Dr. Gray, who is now a 
medical mi ssionary in Northern Nigeria, wer e essentially as follows : 

Tu be1'(,u loid rases.-No restrictions, although the pn tients should handle children as 
little as p ossibl £>. Tt is not r equired, howevcr , tha t a mothcr with this fo rm of the 
disease be separated f rom her children. 

l "ep1'oma to1Is cases.-These should usually be hospitalized at Carvill e. Under unusual 
circumstances, early eases may he treated at home provided they comply with modifi ed 
isolation procedures : 

(a ) There should bc no children under 18 in the householrl, and young children should 
not visit there. 

(b ) Only a minimal number of adults may r emnin in the household. Ther e may be 
no boarders, and no visitor , should eat or sleep in the house. 

(c ) The patient should not shop in the stores, nor should he work. The no-work 
r estriction may be relaxed in that the pati ent may engnge in nn occupation in which 
his ('ontacts with other people would be minim nl. 

(cl ) The p ati ent must be undel' continuous sul fone treatlllent. 
(e) Restricti ons ca n be lif ted after 12 monthly bacteri ologic examinations have been 

negative. 

Dr. Brunetti 's modifications of these r egulations, with r efer ence to 
the foregoing items and additional to them, were as follows : 

Tuberculoid cases.--If possible, children should he r emoved f rom the household until 
the kin lesions have regressed and f aded (usually 6 months to 1 year) _ During rencti ons, 
precautions as for lepromatous cases. 

L epromatous cases.-Advanced cases to go to Car vi lle for expert care. E arl y and 
moderate cases may remain a t home, under the fo llowing rules: 

(a ) As in (a ) above, except that occasional visits by children are p ermitted p ro­
vided they have no physical contact with the patient. 

(b) As (b) above, with the f urther provisions that the pati ent should have his own 
separa te bed, and that sharing of th£> bathroom and dining faciliti es should be r estri cted to 
the adult falllil ,v 1II £> IIIIJf'l's. 
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(c) Regarding the no-work provision of ((.) above, the patient rithel' should ll Ot 
work or should be limited to types of wOl'k involving minimal contact with other peoplc, 
(Ocrupat ions such as food hand ling, selling' in ~1 store, work Oll an asse lllbly line in a fac­
tory, and work involving eontnct with children a re prohibited. Work involving littl e COll ­
tact with other people, such as fa rming, gardening, or truck driving is permitted.) 

(d) The patient must be a cooperative person, compl yi ng with these regulations and 
visiting his physician at regular 1II0nthly interva ls, (A fur ther condition is that thl' nttend­
ing physician mllst ngree to see the patient nt lenst onc~ a month .) 

(e) After . ix months of negatiye skin smpa rs thr I'rstri ctions IlIny br li fted, but 
suI fone treatment 111ust be continued. 

lndetennine cIl8es.- :\0 prC'cnutions savp rP llI ova l of childrC' ll f rolll the hOll1e until the 
skill Il's ioll s hllvr fnd('d (6 months to 1 yC'n l' ). 

NEWS ITEMS 
United States : International coopemtion centel·s.- Under a scheme the purpose of 

which is "to advance the in ternationa l status of hea lth servi ces through cooperative enter­
p rises," to initiate which the Congress appropriated $5,000,000, support is being given 
thl'ough the National Institutes of Health to five cooperative centers. One of them, long 
since established and active, is in Cali , Colombia, in collaboration with Tulll1w University. 
The g rant which was the occasion fo J' the stol'y in a New Orleans newspnper s('('n, was the 
one to Lousiana State Uni versity of $2,090,588 to establish a centel' for international 
training and resea rch at Sa n J ose, Costa Rica, the program fo r which is sa id to include 
leprosy, The other three such ('enters arc establi shed by the University of Cnlifornia, ill 
Malaya; Johns Hopkins University, in Calcutta, India; and the Unive rsity of Marylnnd , 
in Pakistan, 

Unusual lepl'osy din,ic in Los Angeles.-It has been announred, the Carvillr 8 tm' 
reports, that in February a new outpatient clinic was to be opened in Los Angeles. It 
will be operated once every two weeks-every other vVednesday aftem oon- for 2 hours, 
nnd a charg(' of $1.00 pel' cl inic visit will be made and medir ines and anci llary services 
will be charged fo l' at reasonable rates. It wns hoped, it is said, " that the clinic will be 
1I10re acceptable to private patients" who need consultations, find thflt it will r C'sul t in 
improvement in case finding in southern Ca lifornin . 

Lepl'osy !'esem'ch in Ghicago,- It is reported that a. new ceuter of Irprosy resea rch 
hns been opened at the Billings Hospital of the University of Chicngo, under the chnl'ge 
of Dr. Olaf K . Skinsnes, professoor of pathology at the university sill ce 1959. Before 
that he was at the University of Hong Kong, and interested in the Hay Ling Chau 
lep rosariulIl there. The studies, to include bone changes in leprosy and the immunology 
of the disease in animals, is supported by a grant from the U.S.P.H.S . 

Argentina: Meeting of homage to B asombl'io,-This meeting (J omadas) , under 
the auspices of the Sociedad argentina de Leprologia, was held in Resistencia, Chaco, 
August 25-27, 1961, the second such meeting held primal'ily in homage to the late Dr, 
Guillerlllo Basolllbrio. In three sessions (the third of whieh was held in Conientes, the 
transfCl' having been made by yacht) sOlli e 23 papers were read. Resolutions of local 
interest wel'e adopted, 

Venezuela: Bostgmcluate cOUl'se in leZ:l1'osy,-This course, given under the auspices 
of the School of Public Health of the Central University, and finan ced jointly by the 
Ministry of Health and the Pan American Sa nitHry Bureau, wa s to extend from October 3, 
1961 to February 3, 1962. Six participations were registered for the required f ull-time 
attendance, 2 f rom Peru, 1 f rom Ecundor, 1 f rol1l Bolivia, and 2 of Venezuelll , The course 


