
CORR ES PO N D ENCE 
This department is provided for the publication of info'rmal com

munications which are of interest because they a1'e informative or stim
ulating, and for the disc1~ssion of controversial matters. 

EPIDEMIOLOG Y 01<' Sl\IN DISEASES IN A YRICA 
To THE EDITOR: 

A pilot survey on the subject of the heading of this note has yielded 
such interesting material that r am preparing, with the assistance of 
the .South African Council for Scientific and Industrial R esearch, to 
make a large-scale investigation of the distribution and incidence of 
skin diseases 011 the continent of Africa. 'fhe ultimate aim is to estab
lish a cCl1tral office for information and a r eference library of literature 
and photographs. 

I wish to approach not only those in scientific and academic institu
tions, but also anyone who practices or has practiced in Africa who 
could supply information even if it should be only a limited fi eld of the 
question. I would welcome the hospitality of your columns to bring 
this request to their attention. Questionnaires will be sent on request to 
.anyone willing to help. 

A gr eat deal of most useful information has come from leprologists, 
and 1 should like to interest more of them in my project. I shall be 
presenting my preliminary findings in W"ashington in September at the 
International Congress on Dermatology. 

Address for replies: 
Simon's View, Sorrento Road 
St. James, C.P. 
R epu blic of South Africa 

JAMES MARSHALL, M.D. 
H ead, Department of Dermatology 
University of Stellenbosch 

MORE ABOUT THE LATE LEPROMIN REACTION IN SUBSIDED LEPROMATOUS CASES 
To THE EDITOR: 

The article of Mukerjee and Kundu in THE JOURNAL [29 (1961) 
14-19], in which they quoted us (Fiol et al.) as having r eported th e 
positivization of the Mitsuda reaction in n early 10 per cent of 125 pa
tients which were treated with Promin for over a year, gives me the 
opportunity of saying something else about this subject. vVe have now 
the impression that these changes from negative to positive, which were 
not maintained, were not in correspondence with the development of a 
useful immunological state. But since 1957 we have seen subsided lepro
matous cases in which, after many years of sulfone treatment, preceded 
or not by chaulmoogra, the late lepromin reaction changed to positive, 
both clinically and histologically. 'Ve have r eo'istercd 10 such cases 
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