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l('prornin reactivity as they do with respect to tulwrculill.] 
From Dr. K . Kita1JtuTa, 'Tokyo , J a wm.- Sa rco idosis is a systemic 

disease which, in Japan, ha s been a subject of r esearch only in the 
r ecent years. For long yea rs its skin manifestation s "vere r egarded as 
merely a form of skill tuberculosis, i.e., Boeck's sarcoid or lupoid, 
Besni er's lupus pernio, Brocq-Pautrier's angiolupoic1, and Darier ­
Roussy's subcutan('o us sarcoid, or as cheiliti.s granulomatosa. 

']'he first two Japanese cases of sarcoidosis were r eported in ]921. 
The data in N ohechi 's repo rt in the tran sactioll s of the conference you 
cited tell s how our attention to sarcoidosis as a sys temic di sease has 
increased in these few years-1921-1945 (25 year, ), no cases; 19-1-6-1955 
(10 yea rs), 14 cases; and the recent 5 years, 5J cases. 

From many in stitutiom; throughout th e country w(' have collected 
hy mean s of ques tionnaires some 400 wholly prohable cases. Subse­
quently, many more cases have been picked up under the criteria set 
up for sarcoidosis : bilateral hila1' adenopathy, positive Kveim tes t, 
typical epithelioid cen granuloma, etc. I hope to be ahl e to tell you in 
the Tl('ar future more details of these confirmed CHses. 

COHHECTION OF AN A13 STHA C'J.' 

A L'EoITE UR : 

Dans Ie resume de mOll article " Class ification of T.l:'prosy" [0(, p-
1"I)SY R eview 32 (1961) 74-81], paru dans THE JOURN AL 29 (1961) 532, 
il cst ecrit: "Inclusion of a 'pure polyneuritic forTll' in primary classi­
fication is not approved, because it would include various kinds of cases 
the cutaneous lesions of which had disappeared." En effet, la form e 
polynevritique ne peut etre qualifiee de pure que si 1 'evolution de l'in­
fection s 'est developpee dans Ie systeme nel'veux peripherique a 
1 'exclusion de toute atteinte cutanee, sinon il s 'agit c1 'U11e lepre poly­
nevritique secondaire ou l'esic1uaire et 110n d 'une lepre polynevri tique 
pure. 

D'autre part la phrase suivante est incorl'ecte: " r~doption of a 
binary primary classification, 'benign' and 'malignant,' would have ad­
vantages, but a more detailed classification is uJldesira ble." J 'ai, en 
effet, eC1~it: " ... but the usefulne ss of a more detailed cIa sifica tion i" 
undeniable. ' , 

In sti tut Past eur de Par"is 
Rue de Doctett1" Rou,x /J5 
Paris XVe, Fr'ance 

R. CHAl'SSlNANl) 

[ColI11nent.- About the first of the two objections raised by Dr. 
Chauss inanc1, the passage in L eprosy R eview is, textually (including 
the italics ): "But we do not approve th e inclu s ion, proposed by Wad e 
and by the I ndian lep'rologists, of a pure polyneu,ritic fonn in th e p1'i-
111Cf,1'y classifi cation. vVe would then have in the same g roup pa ti ent, 



35-1- ]%2 

with j uherculoic1 amI i IId ete rminate leprosy, as well as leprolllatous 
ca sC':; who only show polyneuritic les ioll s sillce th eir cutan eous les ioll s 
have di sappeared." Dr. Chaussinancl 's letter corrects the confusillg 
las t pa ssage a lld clarifies his views on the subj ect. 

I Quite e rron eously and r egr ettably, the original word " und eniable " 
in th e arti cle was tl'aw;form ed to "undesirable " in th e ahstract. OUl' 
fil e copy of th e abstract shows evidence of a typi s t 's errol' in l'eadin g' 
th e form er word fo l' the la tte r in th e hallclwritte ll draft , and a less 
C'xcusahl e over sight 011 our part wh ell th e final copy wa s eheck-l','ad. 
- EnIToB.] 

COHH "CTLO~ OF A N OTII EH A BST HA C' T 

To 'I'J I. p. JDlHTOR : 

:May I ask that a s ta tement be corrected in tll(' editori,,] comment 
accompallying th e ahstract which appeared in TIeII': JO ll lr AL 30 (1962) 
107, of an arti cle hy M. S. Tarshis on the prese rvati on of mycobactel'ia 
by fr eC'zing in variou s cliluents [Am eri('a1'l, Hev . R es p. Dis . 83 (1961) 
7621. r:J1 here is add ed to th e abstract, in hrackets, a comment to the 
C' ffec t that Binford and Shepard had found that leprosy ba cill i in lep­
romas reta in ed their viability wh en shipped in " dry ice" from the 
Philippilles to the United Sta tes. 

Actually , the fa ct is that Binford's experience .\\'a s tha t hi s "N " 
amI "Q" bacilli [Lab ora tory l nvestigation 8 (1959) 901] sUl'vive<l 
freezing in dry icc. However, a s r eported at th e L'WM-JHU Sympos­
ium on R esearch on L eprosy [Transactioll s, p. 2..f-5], these ar e no t lep­
rosy bacilli but are in stead cultivable nOll ph otochromoge ni c mycohac­
te ria fallill g into Runyon 's Group III. 

My own experi ence was with leprosy ma te r ial shipped with ordi ­
nary wet ice, 11 0t dry ice. Ther e wa s no apparent loss of viahility ill 
..f- da .\'s, as tt'sted by the foo t-pad proccdurc fJ. Kt p. 1I l ed. 112 (1960) 
445]. 'rhi s obse r va tion has s ince been r epeated uncl eI' more controllf'rl 
condition s in th e labora tory, and I am in the process of learning just 
how long the ha cilli survive. ,Vith dry ice, on the oth er hand , I find 
that viability i s usually lost completely. Th ese t'xpe riments will ht' 
r eported in detail when completed . 

In th e meanwhil e, I beli eve tha t th e sta tement in th e abstract 1'e­

fen ed to should he con ected. 

CommulI icable D'iseo8e ('en ter 
A tlanta 22. n eorqia 

CHARLES C. S HEP ARD 

(,hi ef, 8 peciaZ Proia!s U 11it 


