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with j uherculoic1 amI i IId ete rminate leprosy, as well as leprolllatous 
ca sC':; who only show polyneuritic les ioll s sillce th eir cutan eous les ioll s 
have di sappeared." Dr. Chaussinancl 's letter corrects the confusillg 
las t pa ssage a lld clarifies his views on the subj ect. 

I Quite e rron eously and r egr ettably, the original word " und eniable " 
in th e arti cle was tl'aw;form ed to "undesirable " in th e ahstract. OUl' 
fil e copy of th e abstract shows evidence of a typi s t 's errol' in l'eadin g' 
th e form er word fo l' the la tte r in th e hallclwritte ll draft , and a less 
C'xcusahl e over sight 011 our part wh ell th e final copy wa s eheck-l','ad. 
- EnIToB.] 

COHH "CTLO~ OF A N OTII EH A BST HA C' T 

To 'I'J I. p. JDlHTOR : 

:May I ask that a s ta tement be corrected in tll(' editori,,] comment 
accompallying th e ahstract which appeared in TIeII': JO ll lr AL 30 (1962) 
107, of an arti cle hy M. S. Tarshis on the prese rvati on of mycobactel'ia 
by fr eC'zing in variou s cliluents [Am eri('a1'l, Hev . R es p. Dis . 83 (1961) 
7621. r:J1 here is add ed to th e abstract, in hrackets, a comment to the 
C' ffec t that Binford and Shepard had found that leprosy ba cill i in lep
romas reta in ed their viability wh en shipped in " dry ice" from the 
Philippilles to the United Sta tes. 

Actually , the fa ct is that Binford's experience .\\'a s tha t hi s "N " 
amI "Q" bacilli [Lab ora tory l nvestigation 8 (1959) 901] sUl'vive<l 
freezing in dry icc. However, a s r eported at th e L'WM-JHU Sympos
ium on R esearch on L eprosy [Transactioll s, p. 2..f-5], these ar e no t lep
rosy bacilli but are in stead cultivable nOll ph otochromoge ni c mycohac
te ria fallill g into Runyon 's Group III. 

My own experi ence was with leprosy ma te r ial shipped with ordi 
nary wet ice, 11 0t dry ice. Ther e wa s no apparent loss of viahility ill 
..f- da .\'s, as tt'sted by the foo t-pad proccdurc fJ. Kt p. 1I l ed. 112 (1960) 
445]. 'rhi s obse r va tion has s ince been r epeated uncl eI' more controllf'rl 
condition s in th e labora tory, and I am in the process of learning just 
how long the ha cilli survive. ,Vith dry ice, on the oth er hand , I find 
that viability i s usually lost completely. Th ese t'xpe riments will ht' 
r eported in detail when completed . 

In th e meanwhil e, I beli eve tha t th e sta tement in th e abstract 1'e

fen ed to should he con ected. 

CommulI icable D'iseo8e ('en ter 
A tlanta 22. n eorqia 

CHARLES C. S HEP ARD 
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