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of what we had hoped might be found in such lesion material to help 
explain the mysteries of the reactional lesions here discussed. They 
might, possibly, also explain why Convit and associates succeeded 
in producing lesions in hamsters with that material but not with lesions 
from lepromatous cases, in which the bacilli are mostly degenerated. 

The possibility that these bodies might represent a vegetative form 
was suggested to Imaeda, but he would have none of it. He explains 
these apparently individual bodies as cross sections of a group of 
tubular elements of the intracytoplasmic membrane system. It is ad
mittedly presumptuous of us to regard that explanation as inadequate, 
but we do. The original picture has been sent to the Armed Forces 
Institute of Pathology in Washington for an opinion, which requires 
consultation with experts and has not yet been forthcoming. 

It can be expected that the flndings of the investigators in Venezuela 
will stimulate others who have access to suitable clinical material, and 
the necessary equipment, to further such studies. It r emains for the 
future to tell- if it will-just what the true nature and sign ificance 
of the peculiar bodies described may be. 

Apart from all that, however, we may repeat that it is at least 
evident that the borderline condition deserves more recognition and 
attention than it has received heretofore.- H. VV. VVADI~ 

THE WHY OF INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES 

In the comments with which Dr. Michelson ended his r eview of the 
past Congresses of Dermatology (see News section, page 511), he dis
cussed the functions of international congr esses and the r easons why 
they are perpetuated. The following is taken vitually verbatim from 
his article, (with permission), with one or two omissions and the 
italicizing of two sentences. The words" dermatologists" and" derma
tology" might readily be substituted by " leprologist s " and "lep
rology." 

, 'As one reads through the proceedings of Congress after Congress 
and notes a more or less traditional procedure, one is bound to ask 
himself why and how were these Congresses perpetuated. Did not the 
national meetino.s suffice to furnish the stimulation and the opportunity 
for expression '! Did leader s feel the gr eat need for an international ros
trum, or did they wish to compare and evaluate not only foreigners 
but themselves ~ Undoubtedly, many influences, both personal and 
national, are brought to bear in order to organize and offer an intel'
national gathering open to all dermatologists. That they have continued 
must mean that they fill a need and are valuable. That they are so 
well attended at great expense of time and money, must mean that 
they are wanted and will continue. 

(( Int ernational Congresses rarely off er n,ew and original works. 
r:J~he essayists are chosen because they have demonstrated unusual 
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ability before, especially in the subjects that they are invited to discuss, 
Paper s given at the Congresses are not often quoted as sources in 
dermatological literature, If one looks back over some of the big dis
coveries , , . one r ealizes that at the bes t only a r eport of work done 
before could be offer ed at a Congress. A scientist who is destined 
to produce an epic-making discovery does not keep his work a secret 
awaiting an International Congress to make his discovery known. 
Therefore, we must not expect an International Congr ess to be the 
place to display original or new ·work. The Congress is a m eeting 
where com posite opinion is exposed to an international g1'01tp of critics 
for discussion and elaboration . 

"One wonder s why, at the end of a Congress, a committee is not 
appointed to evaluate the Congr ess and to r eport on the outstanding 
paper s that wer e offer ed. gach Congr ess ha s had some outstanding 
r eports. Some were positively startling; for example, the fir st r eport 
of the usc of roentgen rays on the skin, but that paper did not seem 
to provoke any unusual acclaim. 

"The Congr esses have extraordinary historic value. They have 
great social and medical value. . .. They offer a common ground where 
people of differ ent nationalities, differ ent ideologies, and differ ent 
viewpoints can be brought together for a better under standing and 
r espect for each other . " - H. \~T . vV. 

LABORS AN D CONCEPTS OF THE BKNIGHTED P AST 

A largely autobiographic article by Dr. Esmond R. Long, who 
until he r etired in 1955 was-to mention only one of his r esponsibilities 
- director of the H enry Phipps Institute of the Univer sity of P ennsyl
vania in Philadelphia, which appeared recently in P erspectives in 
Biology and Medicine [S (1961) 24-51], published by the University 
of Chicago, reviews the progress in knowledge of tuberculosis and its 
treatment and control over the past fifty years. During his teaching 
years in the Department of Pathology at the University of Chicago, 
his research on tuberculins aroused his interest in medical history. 
As a r esult, he wrote a "History of Pathology," later supplemented 
by a collection of extracts from classics in the field entitled" Selected 
Readings in Pathology," now in a new and enlarged edition. l About 
this interest of his he says : 

This is a general view with which nobody could rightly disagree. 
I have held the conviction over the years that medical students, not to mention 

their teachers, should be thoroughly informed on the achievements of the past if they 
are to have any persp ective on accomplishments of the present. Indeed, the distinction 
between past and present is shadowy, and it seems inescapable that all investigators should 
hold a reserved view of current research and avoid the indulgent retrospect sometimes 
accorded the labor and concepts of what is often viewed as the benjghted past. 

lLoN O, E. R. Selected Readings in P athology, Second Edition, Springfield, Illinois, 
Charles C Thomas, ] 961, Price $8.50. 


