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on rat lepl'osy1 ,Now Doull has al so di eo, and so it i ~ \'ery diflicult for 
me to make any progress in giving Simpson credit for the idea and 
recognition of our efforts to test the idea on rats. 
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Z I~N f{En VS FOIUVfALI N FOB. ]o' JXATJO K 

'r o T HE I£DlTO H: 
About the use of Zenker's Ruid for fixa tioJl of leprosy t issues, J 

am in entire agreement with you as to its superiority over formalin. 
Throughout the long years of my work ill Calcutta, 1 usco it routinel~' 
with very satisfactory r esults. 

Histologic work at this institution started with the establishm ent of 
the laboratories after Dr. S. G. S. Jyer joined as head of the Division of 
Laboratories . During his previous training, which was that of a neuro
pathologist, formal in was his choice of a fixa tive because of the wide 
range of staining procedures that can be applied to formalin-fixed ti s
sues. Further , because of his special interest in the study of cutaneous 
nerves by the silver impregnation method, for which Zenker's Auid is 
not suitable, he had preferred to use formalin, particularly in those in
stances wher e the amount of tissue was r estricted. In such instances 
paraffin sections wer e zenkerized for rout in e examillation. However, on 
examining these sections, my opinion about the superiority of Zenker 
fixation was confirmed, since the formalin sections showed considerable 
shrinkage. 

A comparative study was therefor e undertakclL of Zenker and for 
malin fixation s, and there is no doubt that Zenker's Auid is a better 
fixative for most rout.ine procedures, a fact about which there has never 
been any se rious doubt in our minds. The ques tion here was to use a 
procedure of a fixation which would permit of tissues being stained 
with as wide a variety of techniques as possible. The procedure fol
lowed at present is that large biopsy specimens are divided into two 
and fi xed separately in Zenker's and formalin, r espectively. However , 
if the biopsy specimen is small, then we r estrict ou I'sel ves only to tech
niques possible with Zenker fi xation . 
Centr'al L ep1'osy T earhing and 

R esearch I nstittde 
Chinglepu t , S . l ndia 

:F1L i\lS OF THE M fSSlOX TO LEPERS 

'1'0 TH8 .I£D1 TO R: 

DHARMF:XDRA 

Dirertor 

A news item in 1'HE JOU HNAL last year [30 (1962) 366] told of a 
fi lm, entitled J~nterpl'ise R.5, that had been made by the Mission to 
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1.(' J)c r8 . .In a (:u nllll cn t yO Il said tha t the n ' ,,'a s Il O in fu n nn ti on nbou t th e 
gcne ral a vail nbil i ty of tha t film . 

The fact is that th e film in ques tio n, lik e other s t.ha t lw d been made, 
wa s in tended fo r Hl ltl \\'id el~' used by the a ux iliar ies of our or ganiza 
t ioll. ' 1 ' lI e ~T w(' ]'(' :- lall tpd t oward s upport e r s nll(l pot enti a l supporter s of 
t-lH' ~1 iss io ll . 

Occa s ionall y " '(' do lI op <' to lI w lw fillll s wi th lll o re gell e rfll a ppea l. 
,Au obv ious exarn p!t' is th (' one (, Il t it led " Li ft ed H a nds," whi ch tell s th e 
:-: to ry of Pa ul Bra nd 's ,,'o rk nt Karig iri , the l' e:-:ea l'ch c<' n te l' rUIl jointl y 
h~' ,Am (' rica n L epr osy ~ I i ss ioll s a nd T he M is!'' ion to L eper s . S ince that 
fillll ha s a wid !' r n ppl icati ()lI thml our own work, we ha ve mad e it ava il
able to c<' ..ta ill (' O\'(' r ll lll (, llt Health J) ('pa l' tm ell t s a nd oth e r in te r es ted 
hodi es. '1'11<' maill d iflieulty i ll g iving gene ra l l'el('a se to oth er fllm s of 
t he fl li s8ion to L(' )(' l' s is tha t whi lr th ey are sonnd/ color fi lm s they r un 
at sil ell t sp (> (> <1. '\r (> an' plan llill g, ho wev(' 1' , to pro(l11 c(> a ll 0 111' f ut ur e 
Ji lm s at sonnd s peed (2-1- fr ames pe l' s (>COllll) . 
]'7, (, lI/iss'ion to I ,eW' 1'8 (TI'"",: HI':"' ) 'YALTEH l<'.\ -:,\ C lJTT 
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