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'The YllIth Intel'llatiollal Congress of Lq)l'ology wa s held ill Hio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, September ]2-20, 1963. Registration lwga n on 
rPhul'sday, September 12, and on that clay the :first mee ting of the 
Council of the Tntel'national Leprosy Association wa s held. In the 
)' egTettable absence of the President, H. \V. "\\Talle, the Yice-Pres ident 
for the Am ericas, J. ~ 1. M. E'erllllndez, wa s elected Acting-Pr('sid ellL. 

The spacious Copacahana Palace Hotel, wher e the l1l eet ings were 
held, afforded suff-jcien t facilities for secreta rial offices, anel rOOl1lS for 
mee tings of the Organizing COll1mission for the Congress (COe I L), 
the Internatiomtl Leprosy Association (ILA), and its panels. 'rhe 
Auditorium wa s somewhat lacking in technical r equiremcnts for opti­
mum slide projection and simultan eous tran ::;lation. 

At the preparatory plenary session of the Congress officcrs \\' (' rl' 
elected as follows: President, Fausto G. Castelo Branco (frOil1 COC IL); 
Vice-president, J. M. M. F ernand ez (from I IJ'-' ); First Secl'etary, 
J. Hoss llllles (from TLA ) ; Second Recretary, Orestcs Diniz (from 
COCIL). At this session the several panels werc integrated, ]leW 
member s being elected to cooperate with those previou sl~' appointed. 
The panels thus set up "were large, hut they acted effi cientl~· . 

The solemn inaugural session was held on the evening of Septem­
ber 12 in the Auditorium of the C'opacahana Palace Hotel, in the pres­
ence of representatives of the Federal Governmcllt and the Rtate of 
Guanabara. Those present includ ed a l'eprel-;cntative of the Presid ent 
of the Republic and its ?\ linister s, the Director of the "W orId Health 
Organization, members of the Organizing Committee, the Council of the 
International L eprosy Association, anel interested per sons from tho 
general public. 

In succeeding clays num el;OU S other cer emoni e' took place. On e of 
these honored the memory of outstanding leprologists who had died in 
the preceeding :five years. Homage wa s r endered, and :1n album pre­
sented, to Mrs. Eunice ",Veaver, pioneer in social assistan ce to lepro. y 
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patients, in r ecognition of her long service. Special homage or ganized 
hy the Council members was rendered to H. W. vVade. In an affecting 
ceremony he was made Pres ident Emeritus of the International Lep­
rosy Association, and Dr. J. Ross Innes presented an illuminated 
plaque noting Dr. Wade's contrihutions to leprosy r esearch and the 
organization of the International Leprosy Association. At this sess ion, 
Drs. K ensuke Mitsuda and Ernest Muir also were honored, by designa­
tion as Vice-Presidents Emerit u!;. 

The social program of the Congr es!; wa!; full and bright. The ladies 
of the local committee gave their hest efforts to welcoming and cntcl' -
1 aiIling visi tors. 

At the final meeting of the Association di scuss ion of the next Con ­
gr ess led to agr eement that it should be held in Europe. An official 
invitation was r eceived from Denmark and a nonofficial one from Italy. 
Much sentiment was expressed for a meeting in England, in view of the 
presence of numerous leprologists familiar with the organization of 
leprosy congr esse . It was decid ed to explore the possibility of a con­
g ress in London befor e considering other places. (Elsewhere in this 
issu e of THl': JOU RN Al, additional cOI1;sidemtion of 1neeti'l'l,q sit es i8 
1· eported.-l~DITOR. ) 

SCIEN TIFIC SESSIONS 

Scientific sessions were held each day in the Auditorium, in the 
course of a schedule of special sessions, and the appointed panels met 
each day, generally after the scientific sessions. A new feature, fir st 
organized for this Congress, was the establishment of two l'ound tables, 
which discussed r espectively Pathology and E xperimental Transmis­
sion of Leprosy, and Borderlin e and Indeterminate Leprosy. These 
panels commenced their discussions some days in advance of the open­
ing of the Congress. Informal meetings were held also for discussion 
of serology, standardization of lepromin and other problems, in which 
investigators especially concerned in these fi elds participated. 

In the desire to accommodate authors offering paper s, selection 
was not strict enough, and too many paper s wer e presented. The 
brevity of time allowed for each paper hampered transla tors. These 
difficulties should be cOll sidered befor e the next Congr ess. 

Paper s read in the session on P a thology and Experimental Trans­
mission aroused gr eat inter es t in the light of obvious progr ess since 
the Tokyo Congr ess. It appears now established that inoculation of 
M . lepm e f rom human sources in the footpads of mice induces leprosy 
infection. R esults f rom investigators widely scatter ed throughout the 
world are similar and consistent in this r espect. Progr ess is evident 
also in the t ransmission of human leprosy to hamster s. The most 
effective inoculum seems to be material from borderline cases. Lesions 
in the hamster fi rst appear ahout nine months after il;,oculation, but 
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in the sholtel' pe,riocl of foul' months in success ive passages from ani­
mal to animal. Lepromin prepared from hamster lesion s induces posi­
tive r eaction s in lepromatous patients, and also a change in their 
immunologic state, for the class ic }\II itsmla-Ha yashi lepromin r eaction 
becomes pO 'itive in these patients. 

In connection with these r esults it is to be noted that acid-fast 
hacilli arc to be foun(l in apparently normal common mice never inocu­
lated. 

fnt el'esting studies of the "histoid va riety of lepl'omatous lep­
rosy)' wer e r eported, and ill us trated with histologic sections. Leprolo­
gists who r eceived this illu strative mate rial are asked to send their 
comments di rectly to the investigator who distributed it. 

In discussion on hOl'c1erlill e leprosy the polar types Land T wer e 
stressed as the pillars for any lep rosy class ification. Between these 
well-defined stable types intermediate forms in great variety are ob­
served. These are transitory and r elated in character and in evolution 
to immunohiologic r es istance of the human organism to 111. lepra e. Tho 
most clearly r ecognized interpola r form s a re borderline and indeter­
minate leprosy . 

.l"n the fi eld of therapy nothing remarkable has appear ed since the 
Tokyo Congress. There is still no drug sufficiently effective, easy to 
administer and of low cos t, which can be substituted for the sulfon e 
drugs. Studies during the la st five yea r s on the long-acting SUlfOlIa­
micfes have yielded satisfactory r esults, and these drugs have been 
incorporated in antileprosy therapy. The r eported effi cacy of thiourea 
has been confirmed. Other chemoth erapeutic drugs are on t rial, but as 
yet insufficiently investigated. Tn brief, a more effective drug for 
lepro 'Y is still to be found and r esea rch with thi s objective is urgently 
needed. 

The lepra r eaction is still a serious unsolved probl em. rrhe Panel 
dealing ~with the subject fail ed to r each conclusions on etiopathogenesis 
and classificat ion, but set up rules for therapy and prevention, agreeing 
that it wa, an unfavorable complication interfering with treatment of 
the disease, Corticoid therapy was endorsed in exceptional case on an 
emergency basis for short period s in se rious ocular complications, 
orchitis and neuritis. 

The members of the Panel on Bacteriology Hlld l mmullology met 
as separate suhcommittees. Di scussion s in bacteriology centered on 
the cytology, metabolism, and culture of M. lepra e. ']'he group dealing 
with immunology f elt that little could be added to the conclusions of 
the Tokyo Congress. Opinions expressed on the early (Ferna.ndell) 
r eaction wer e confirm ed. Discussion of the late (Mitsuda) reaction 
centered on the r eading of doubtful responses, in struction s for which 
wer e formulated. 

Special importance wa s attached to the subjects of Epid emiology 
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;:Illel Control alld related problems ill Kehahilitatioll, I~ducation alld 
Social .-\ spect:,; . rl1h e r ecent Pan-Ameri can S eminar on the control of 
lepros ~-, held in ('uernavaca, Mexico, appeared to have illfluenced the 
conclus ion;,; of the Panel on 11~piclemiolog)', which str essed the n eed for 
close collahomtion lwtweell speciali sts in puhlic hea lth and leprologists. 
H wa :,; em pha s ized that chief s of se rvi ce .in antilepros~r campaig Jl s 
sh ould he l' iilw r publi c h ealth admiJl ist rator :,; \\" ell iJlform ed on lepros ~r 
or iPprologish trained ill puhli c health administration, and that anti­
lepros)- campai gm; anll puhlic h eaHh sC' rvi cC's should he illtC'grate<l. It 
wa s notC'([ that cOl1lpul so ry isolation, and C'v('n voluntary but ilH1is ­
crimin a te· isolatioll. wC' r C' to hC' cond C'llIn ('(l. Control should he based on 
prevC'nt ioll , C'a d.,- (lC'fC'ction and })('rs i:,; tent trC'atment, with 1" ehahilita­
tion as a lH'CeSSa ry complem ent. It wa:,; r C'cognized as essC'ntial to 
follow casC' detection 8m-ve)'S with effective treatment of cas C's dis­
covereel. Sta tC'nlC'nt wa s again delay('(l 011 thC' usc of B eG . The Pan el 
)"ec0l111l1 ell d l'd contillu C'd illVC's tiga tio)) of its preventive value, all(1 1"e­
ferred to forthcoming la rgC' sca lC' stu(lies h)- the ,Yorlcl HC'a lth Or­
ga llizati on. 

,Vith r C'spC'ct to r ehahilitatioll, it wa s not pc] that importan t illl ­
provements have come ahout sin cC' thC' Tol,yo Congress, aided h~' a 
m eet i ng of a stud y group in 1960, org;1n ized h)' the ,\Todd If C'a lth 
Orgallizatioll, the In ternational Socil't)- for the R ehabilitation of the 
Di:,;ahl ed, <:111(1 the J .. eonard ,rood ~I emoria l for the ]1~radication of 
Lepros~- . The Panel emphas izecl that most di sability in leprosy is 
pre" enta hl e, or, at least, suhject to co rrection h-" surge ry, and ca lled 
attention to the common mistake' of ch 'f C' lTillg' r ehahilitation until after 
th e cur C' of patients, \\'her eas, a:,; a mat-i 0r of fad , )" C'hahilitation mu st 
stu r t H t once to pl'evellt lastin g illjur),. 

It \\"as llotecl that the h)-gielli c edu ca tion of pati ell b, their families, 
H ))(1 tile conmlllllit~- , and the sociopsychologic aspects of lepros:' , arC' 
so closel~- r elated to medical treatment and pl 'ophylaxi s as to r equir e 
spec ia l pro,-j sions and personnel for control purposes. L eprosy mu s t 
he recognized as an infectious disease, handled as are other infect iou.' 
diseases, hut without the ignorall ce alld prejudice d erived from ancient 
un reasona hIe fear. I':du ca tiOll and cIa rifi ca tion of modern concepts 
must s ta r t i ll medical school s and )" C'ach all g roups concern ed in the 
comnll111it)-. Lepro :,; ~' should l10t he the suhject of special legislation , 
hut, rather ill cluded in la ws anclregulations for communi cahle disease:;; . 

rCh ese remarks arc presenteel for an informative record of the 
Congress . I n conclusion it shoulc1 he r ecognized that the talent a nd 
ellthu :,;iasm of the memhers of the Organizillg- Commit-tee hrought ahouL 
t 11<' SllecC'ss of the Congress. 

A criti cal judgm ent on organization and functiollillg, with sugges­
tiOll S to the next Congress for dealing with certain proh10ms, will he 
th C' s llh.i ect of a later editoria1.- J osE M. M. "F" o:RNAN nJo:7. 


