
NEWS AND NOTES 
I nf on nation concerning institu tions, or-ganizG t'ions, and 'individuals 

connect ed with leprosy work, scientific or otli er meetings, legislative 
enactments and otl/ et· matters O/ int p1·est. 

'I'he Northern Nigeria Leprosy Servi ce, initiatcc1 by Dr. C. M. Ross 
ill 19;)3, has become the largest one in th e world. Now more than 
320;000 pati ents arc on the treatm ent r egisters ill about 1,600 ou t
patient clinics, 69 treatm ent villages and 14 settl ements. 

'I'h e provincial settl ements arc maintain ed by va riou s miss ioll s with 
Uoverllm ellt support. Mission s al so maintain about one-fourth of the 
outpati ent clinics. 'rhey employ 8 full-tim e and some part-time doctors 
for leprosy work. 

The Governm ent a lld Native A uth ority leprosy wOl'k is IlJailll y carried out by th e 
Nigerian Medi cal Auxiliary staff. DI'. n. L. Leikel', sp ec illli st fo l' th e R egion , is th e 
only Government Medical Offi ceI' ill th e fi r ld. In Novembel' 1963 two 11101'1' leprosy 
medi cal office l's wel'e appointed, thanks to gellel'oll s aid of the Swedish "Save the 
Children Fund." Two more medi cal officers, one to be engaged in t l'a.ining and super
vis ing a province, th e other to supcrvise fi eld work in a part of th e country, a re ul'gently 
needed. 

OICH.A :\IISSIO K L EPROSARIU M 

This leprosarium, a part of the African Inland Mission station of 
Oicha lying in the heart of the vast, dark Ituri for est in the northeast of 
the R epublic of Congo, is the subject of a story in a r ecent issue of the 
News of the American Leprosy Mission s, which helps support the 
leprosarium. It is particularly noteworthy becau se it maintained 
"busines as usual " during the period of turmoil that follow ed the 
acquisition of independence ; its Ameri can missionary medical staff 
stayed at their posts, and all patients r emained under treatm ent. 

Tn a r ecent interview Dr. Carl K. Becker, the medical director, who 
with his wife established the place in 1936, paid tribute to the "faith
ful and r esourceful Congol ese patients who ... during thi s turbulent 
period, helped maintain the medical program when communication s 
wer e interrupted and normal sources of supply were cut off." The 
African medical staff, consisting of 20 train ed patients, live within the 
sprawling 1,100-acr e compound, in which there are more than 1,000 
r esident patients. 

Although the r es ident patiellts are for the most part treated ill 
10prosy di spellsaries, th ere is much integration of tIl(' 10))1'osy program 
with the gl' Il(>ruL 1lI1'Jical ]Jrognllll. Cas('s lI <:'eJillg s peciul care 01' 

surge ry are treat0J at the general hos]Jit,al , as Hre !lOO 1l0llcontagious 
outpatients. Last year Dr. 'Wayne Meyer, form erly at Nyankanda in 
Burundi, was added to the leprosarium staff to supervise treatment 
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<llId SIlIT l'YS; Ill' is ;tlSIJ '"ll1 el'i(lk illg' 1'l' :·.;('<Il'l'lt 111 l It l' }I<ltilolo.!.!,·y uj' Ow 
d is('a :-;e. 

Because Uw pltysioUll'I'Hpy progl'alll ",ill! 1('jJl'osy patielll:-; at Oicha 
has been so successful, the Congolese govel'l1ment is now sending polio 
cases there. rrhe government has already sent several of its techni
cians there for specialized training in leprosy, and one of these trainees 
is said to be in charge of the official leprosy' program in Kivu Province. 

L I' ''ROSAltl. lJM AT KATH ]\[AN f)U 

'.rhe mod ern kprosarium, built on lanel given for the purpose by 
Hi s :Majesty, King :Jf ahendra of Nepal , is nem'illg completion in K ath
mandu. ,]l11e entire cost of building the leprosarium ~mcl of its mainte
llance is being m0t by the Mission to Lepers. 

At present 80 patients suffering from various ailments are hos
pitalized. The new medical block, costing about Rs 240,000 Nepali 
r.urrency, (US $30,000), was opened by His :Majesty on November 23, 
] 963. ,]~he purpose is to provide temporary hospitalization for all 
persons suffering from trophic ulcers, neuritis, lepra fever, etc., and to 
deal with interclll'l'ent diseases like tuberculosis, filaria, hookworm, etc., 
which are common in this part of the world. Rev. 'V. H. Russell, 
General Secretary of the Mission to Lepers was present at the opening 
of thi s important leprosy center.- P. J. CRANDY. 

REPORT OF FIRST INTEHAMERICAN CONFERENCE 

ON EXPERIMENTAL LEPHOLOGY 

,]~he Publication Committee of this Conference, held in Buenos 
Aires in 1961, has announced publication of the report of the meeting. 
Dr. Armando Zavala Saenz 'Nas chairman of this committee. 

According to the index of this report, it is a book of about HiO 
pages. It includes 8 1'elafos, and 9 c01nunicaciones or their summaries. 
The topics (translated when necessary and with some rearrangement) 
and authors are: 

Value of murine leprosy in experimental leprology, by R. D. AZULAY (Rio de 
Jaueiro) . 

Importance of murine leprosy in studies of experimental chemotherapy of leprosy, 
by W. A. HADIIER (Ribeirao Preto). 

Reticuloendothelial response in experimental lllurinc leprosy, hy L . KATO and B. 
GOZSY (Montreal). 

Growth of ]}[ycobacte~'iU1n lep j'oe 1nlwium in mouse bOne-lllalTOW cultures, by Y. T. 
CHANG (Washington, D. C.). 

Experimental tl'8nsmission of the leprosy infection to laboratory animals, by M. 
BF.RGET~ (Rosario). 

Classifi cation of mycobacteria, by L. F . 130JALTL and .J. C~mB6~ p1exico, D.F.). 
Electron microscope study of leprous skin lesions, by T. J1.f A ~~ DA (CnraClls). 
H ypcrsens itivity of lcp rosy, by N. Or~MOS CAS'l'HO r l' uculllan). 
Lesions devt'loping nfter inoculation of newbol'n rats with a pleomorphi c organism 

cultivated f rom a leprosy patient, by E. AT~]OJXANDER -.TA(" Ks()N (Nl'w York). 
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( ' IlIUllt 'eJIlS I'I':If ' lio" ill tilt' Cfll':lya IIlOllkl'Y ( . fiolll(l. ( '/I/'(/!/"" M OIIII III/JIIIII,)/,) by illjl"'
lion of' living' !Iansell bacilli, hy W . • \ . ALSINA alld O. ~ JIN(;UINI';T ' I'I (Cel'rito) . 

Contributioll to thc study of the illlillulloallel'git\ relatiollships Iwtwcell tuberculos is 
and lcprosy, by L. M . BEcFn~u,[ (Sao Paulo). 

Rcactivity of lcprous se ra in compleillent-fixation reactions using lipids from 
luberele bacilli Ilnd cardchol as antigens, by .J. OLI\,BIRA DE ALM~~JI)A (Ribcil'iio Preto). 

Evaluation of anti lcprosy therapy in lepl'omatous leprosy by the qualltitative COIll

plement-fixation reaction, by S. Or,lniRA DE j\ TJMEI DA and L. l\r. BECI! ELI,I (Riio Paulo). 
Inoculation of l\{ycobactel'i llln l e]ll'ae in rats on a prooxidllnt (liet, hy F. F. ,V][,

KI NSON, P. R,NAT.m ])~; CI-ImTn, Hnd .J. GAGO (Buenos Aires ) . 
. Ino('ulation of M. lelH'ae in anilllal s under speeial dil'tary ('ollditions, by K. L. 

:'Ir.ISON and }f. Y. DJ lJ (New York); sumillary. 
A compflrflt ive s tudy of amyloidosis in two sepl1l'1lte g'l'oups of patients with lepro

IIIf1tous leprosy, by H. C. VVILLIA:MS, E . R. GATJlCAR'r, K CALK INS, G. L. FI1'~~, and 
.J. BARBA BUBTO (Boston. )Jew York, Carvi ll e, and GUfldalajara) ; snmmary. 

The illlportance of hematophagous arthropods in the trallSllli ssion of leprosy, by 
n. C. DE SOUZA-ARAUJO (Rio de Janeiro); sUllIlll llry. 

It is explained in the announcemcnt that for cconomic rcasons this 
l'cport camlot be distributcd without chal'g0. ~~hc pricc is U. S. $5.00, 
with 20 % discount to mcmbcrs of thc Confcrencc, and comparablc dis
counts for orders in quantity accompanicd. hy payment. 

wonu) LEPROSY DAY 

Thc Elcvcnth Annual vVorld Day for Leprosy Suffercrs was ob
served on January 26th, 1'964. Originatcd by Raoul Follereau, of 
Francc, in 1956, whcn hc instituted the Ordcr of Charity, ,Vorld Lep
rosy Day is said to have been recognized by heads of state alld public 
health officials in more than 100 countries al1d territories. 

Las t year, according to the News of the Americlln Leprosy Missions, hundreds of 
Protes tant churches in the United States joined with the Miss ions in ohserving this 
day, and this year many morc were expectcd to pal'ticipate. 

Materials for use in this observance-"bulletin inserts, serlllon suggestions, back
ground materials, and other program aids"-may be obtained, gratis, from the American 
Leprosy Missions, 297 Park Avenue South , New York, N. Y., 10010. Thi s offer doubtless 
holds for future observances as well. 

NEW REGULATIONS FOR LEPROSY CARE IN VENEZUELA 

In its struggle again st disease medical science is continually gain
ing ncw expcrience to bc applied in practice, teaching and administra
tion. vVhen new medical concepts or practices are adopted in V cne
zuela in conncction with hospitals or othcr establishm cnts for medical 
and social aid, thc appropriate innovations should be made by amplify
ing existing services or by giving them better conditions under which 
to work. 

Thc practice of using rooms with onc, two and foul' bcds that has 
gradually hecn replacing' the old system of large hospital wards, is 
an innovation that makcR it possiblc not only to isolatc paticnts when 
nccessary, but also to group thcm, whcn dcsirahlc, according to clinical 
conditions. 
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'J'he gradual improvement of living conditions and the nllslllg of 
the social, economic and cultural levels makes health education pos
sible wherever the ground ha s been prepared by successful cam
paign s against the endemic diseases that formerly were causes of 
disability and of death. rphe sanitary education of the people is in 
itself a g reat aid in bringing ahout the changes that medical progress 
r equires. 

On these cOlls i(l eratiol1 s, and cOlls id erin g- further that leprosy is 
now a disease of declining preval ence, which in the light of present 
day knowledge is amenable to amhulatory treatment by effective drugs, 
without danger to the community, and considering, moreover, that 
illternational congresses have pronoullced themselves against the isola
tion of the patients in special institutions and have recommended that 
they be treated in general hospitals, it ha s been resolved by the ])e
partment of Public Health, Ministry of H ealth and Social Assistance 
of Venezuela: 

1. That the hospitals lind other hPHlth (,pntl> r~ under tlw .iuri~di ("t i on of' the 
Ministry of Henlth and Social "r elfare be uSl'd for the temporar~' conflnelllent of 
leprosy patients during their acute pcriods, as well as fo r their alllbulato)'Y treatment 
and the rehabilitation that they may require through physical therapy or surg ical intcr
I'ention. 

2. That the medical directors with their Advisory Technical COlllmissions in all 
hospitals where nntileprosy services are to be establisherl shall coordinate their plans 
fo r such services with those of the Division of Sa nitary Dermatology and provide from 
one to six beds and also the auxiliari es necessary for diagnostic work. 

3. That thc physicians in the servi ce of the Division of Sanitary Dermatology 
shall be members of the Consulting Medical Corps of the hospitals with antileprosy 
services and as such direct the specifi c nwdical tl"catll1l'nt as w('11 n, the gJ:)Jlel"nl treat
nH"nt used ill lep rosy. 

Tt is recommended by this Department that the specialists of the 
Division of Sanitary Dermatology be consulted, hesides, in matter of 
leprosy, and also in cases of leishmanias is, mycoses and onchocercosis, 
so as to establish a closer cooperation between that Division and the 
hospitals. (From a circular irom the Director of Public H ealth of the 
11 inistry of H ealth and Social Assistance of Venezuela and the Chief 
Medical Offir,er, ])ivision of Smlitary Dermatology, Caracas.)-J. 
CONVIT. 

[Dr. C oJl vit 'lm·i l es tha t under I he new poli,cy ill e e.xis fing leprosaria 
of the rount1'y 'will grad l/ ally disappear and ]J(tfienf8 will be treated 
under the direct01" of specialists in 1'e!Jion,ol 7wa lth centers and geneml 
hospitals.-~DJToR] 

I'A ~ A1HEltTCAN SA~ ITAIlY Bl REAli ~ I ': M INAR ON LEPIlOSY 

l ' nd er tl1I' :lLlspic('s 01" 01,' Jl;llI .AIlI l' l"i cnll ~;tllit:\l"~' BIll'l'an and 
with the cooperation or the GovemmclIt. of l\ lrxico, n :-;emintll" 011 

'Leprosy wa s helel in the city of Cuernavaca, Morelo., :Mexico from 
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12-19 Augu tl t 1~63. 'J~he purpose of th e tleminar was an illterchallge 
of ideas and experience in the planning, programing and ol'gaJliza
tion of leprosy control activities in the countries of the Western 
H emisphere. :I n attendance were r epresentatives from Argentina, 
Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican R epublic, E cuador, EI 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, :Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Para
guay, P eru, Trinidad and 'robago, the United 8tates of America, 
Uruguay, Venezu ela, British Guiana, Martinique, and Surinam , as 
well as representatives from the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, 
R eg· jonal Office of the "YorId Health Organization for the Americas. 
The officer s of the Seminal' were: Pres ident, Dr. Miguel K Busta
mante ("Mexico); Vice-Pres ident, Dr. J. M. 1\.[, F ernandez (Argen
tilla); Rapporteur-Genera l, Dr. Ores tes Diniz (Brazil); Secretary
General, Dr. Ruperto Huerta (PASB/\VHO) . 

Working parties were established to deal with the planning, pro
graming and organization of leprosy control activities and the pro
fessional education and training of per onnel. 

Speciall ectul'es as follows were g iven: 

Dn. PHILIP K SARTWELL, Professor of Epidemi ology of the School 
of H ygiene and Public H ealth , Johns Hopkins Univer sity : "General 
Concepts of Epidemiology and Their Application in the Planning, 
Programming, and Organization of L eprosy Control Programs." 

DR. ABRAHAM H ORWITZ, Director, Pan American Sanitary Bureau, 
Regional Office of the "Yorld H ealth Organization for the Americas : 
"Health Programming and its Relationship to F,conomic Develop
ment. " 

Dn. FAB]o L()Nno~o, Chief of the L eprosy Section, Ministry of 
Publi~ H ealth, Republic of Colombia: "~rhe Process of Organization 
in H ea.lth Activities." 

DR. JOSE M. 1\L FERNAND I':Z, Professor of Dermatology, Faculty of 
Medical Sciences, National Univer sity of the Litoral, Argentina: "Pro
fessional Education and Training of P er sonneL" 

Conclusion s and recommendation s wer e formulated and approved 
at a final plenary session 10 August.. These must be read in their 
el1tirety for full information, hut the following arc noted her e as of 
pecial interes t. 

Tn view of the relation of health amI economics, participation of 
phys icians in local and national planning is essential. Proper adminis
tration for thi s purpose r equir es improvement in methodology. Lep
rosy should be comdclel'0d a h0alth prohlrm, and its control, as such, 
~hol1lcl 1)« has('(l 0 11 thr .~·el\ 0 I'nl pJ'illcipl rs applying ill oth0]' (Ii s('il.~t's. 

/'I'oprr plUllllillg' l'cqni I'es full Imowledg;e or till' 11ll1g11itmIe and llaLUI'( ' 
of the problem, and r elated information on the cfli ciency of control 
and usc of available resources . This, in turn, demands research. For 
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IIIUI( 'n";(nlldillg-, IIl1iCoI'I11 t l\\'1l1illolog-." Hlld nppropriat(' s tnti,.:{ieal pro
('1'(ltlr(' 1-; a\'l~ indi s p(,lI sahl C' . 

With reg-urcL to prognllllillg, tlIl' Sl'lIlinllr 11l'ld tlInt till' cOllcept 
of puhlic health has priority ovcr any individual clinical concept: 
tl1(' two cOll cept ~ are, howcve r, complementar~· . Propel' puhlic h ealth 
program s require a qualltitative defillitiol! of ohjectiv('s , with sched 
ules ill r (' latioll to llllit s of tinH'. I'~arly diagnos is and prompt care 
arc ('I-; s('ntial , compl elll (, lIt ed hy r ehahilitatioll a11(1 cOlliinnillg h ealth 
('(lucatioll. 

Since h ealth is an indivisihl e whol e, prop(' ]' organization of [In 
antiJ eprosy campaign demand s its inclusion in the s tructure of gen eral 
health services, a 11(1 coordination at all levels with }J(' rtinent official 
and private in s tit-utioll S. ']'h e directive m edical p er sonnel in leprosy 
control programs should be trained in public h ealth a s well a s lep
rology. rrh e services of gen eral practition er s, however , should he in
tegra ted in the fi eld programs. 

'I'h e edu cation and training of p ersonnel are cons id(']'ed hasic ele
m ents in a leprosy control program. Leprology should he taught in 
school s of m edi cin e, school s of puhlic health and in stitution s wher e 
paramedical per sonnel is trained. ']1h e conclusion s of the S eminal' 
on Lepl'os~' in B elo H orizonte, l\Jinas (j era is, Brazil in 1 %8, wer e 
rea ffirm ed. 

Finally the S eminar r ecomm ended that governm ents a ssign proper 
fund s for the above named activiti es and that the Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau expand Hs coopCl'ation with governments in l'elation 
to th ese a ctivities . 

L I';PROS Y UES I'; ARC H ANIl lHAGNOSTIC ' 1':KTlm 

Information ha s been r eceived from Dr. R. G. Cochrane about the 
L eprosy R esearch Fnit in London, and the tutorial classes in leprosy 
under the auspices of the L eprosy R esearch and Diagnos tic Centre. 
which were establish ed in 1953 when Dr. Cochran e b ecame t echnical 
m edical advisor to the American L eprosy Mi ssion s, fnc. The R esearch 
Fund was set up through the gen erosity of the latter. 'V-ith the fund s 
mad e available Dr. Cochrane has created a Diagnostic Centre and 
Hi s topathological R egi s t er covering some 5,600 skin sections and has 
call ed attention to the unique opportunity offered, through the mateI'Ll'll 
available, for the training of p er sonn el who will be concern ed in lep -
1'osy problems, in th e fi eld or at home, particularly with r espect to 
pfl tterns of leprosy a s a world prohlem. 

Dr. Cochra ne has fUl'nished the following information concerning thc tutori al 
(·la ~ses projected. 

F (lci l-ities u/lIl ilab7e.- (1) A clini cal demonstration in colored transparcncies with 
descriptive catalog ; (2) a laboratoJ'y and photog raphic section containing over 4,400 
pail' of micro cope lides; and (3) colored photomicrographs and blaek and white 
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(·Iilli('ul I'll()t()~'I'l\pil s fl'O ll1 all OVl'1' tile world. TiI('l'e i ~ It sllI ;1i1 1'(,\'( ' 1'1'11('(' lihl'lIry iJl('llIiI 
illg' the morc iUl p~l'tHnt leprosy jOUl'u:t1s, und thel'f"! arc also more thnll :3,000 reprint s 
relating' to JepI'oHY, 

T e£tch'ing,- A preliminary briefing CH n he arnlllg'ed for up to three students at one 
time, and private tutorials by special arrangement, fo r doctors, for nurses and fo l' 
technicians, Opportunities for studying clinical material ca n be Ill'l'anged, a nd a set of 
notes fot' students will be pl'ovided fo r each student. 

Cosl.·- Thc fo ll owing contributions are suggested: Doctors, attending 10 a .I11.-4 p.m., 
for 1 week, £3. 3. 0 (a pprox. US $8.42); furthcr weeks ZJI'O mtaj nurses, same sr.hedule, 
£2.2.0 (approx. US $5.88); teehni cians, by special arrangement . 

. Registl'ation.- A s space i. limited, application should be made to Dr, R. G. Coch
r'ane, 5711 vVimpole Street, London, ' V. 1, England. Advance notice of the desired dates 
wou ld be appJ'llciated. 

Diagnostic sCI'v icc.- This service remains freely availablc for a ny who wish to 
>iend material fo r diagnosis and advire. 

FOURTH INTEHNATIONAL COURSE OF LEPROLOGY :FOR MISSIONARIES 
AND ASSISTING HEALTH PERSONNEL 

Dr. Felix Contreras of the Sanatorio de Fontilles, Alieante, Spain, 
has informed THE J OURNAL that a course with thi s designation will 
be held at the Sanatol'io de Fontilles from August 6 to September 15, 
1964. The course is organized by the 'Sovereign Military Order of 
Malta and the Colonia Sanatoria of San Francisco Cle Borja, of Fon
tilles, with the collaboration of the Institute of Spanish Culture. 
Eminent professors from several faculties of medicine in Spain' will 
participate. Some 29 themes are scheduled for pl'esentation, includ
ing pathology, epidemiology, dermatology, and general concepts on 
leprosy, with intensive consideration of the disease in its etiologic, 
pathogenetic, clinical and social aspects. 

Those intel'ested in attendance and desiring further information 
should wl'ite to La Soberana Orden Militar de Malta, Via Condotti 68, 
Rome, Italy, or t.o the Colonia Sanatoria de San Francisco de Borja, 
Alicante, Spain. 

JAMES A. DOULL AWARDS 

During the VIIIth International Congress of Leprology, held in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in September 1'963, Mr. C. L Crowther, presi
dent of the Leonard VV ood Memorial, announced the James A. Doull 
Awards. They have been created to honor the memory and the sig
nificant scientific contributions of the late James A. Doull, who served 
for 15 year s as medical director of the Leonard Wood Memorial. 

The purpose of the awards, whose donors remain anonymous, is 
to stimulate bacteriologists, biochemists, and others to undertake in
tensified investigations, including the exploitation of the newer lmowl
edge and technics, in order that the cultivation of M. leprae and JIll. 
lepraemurium, may be achieved. Inability to cultivate these organisms 
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ha l':> heell a source of Iru stratioH forlJad el'.iologil':> ts fr01l1 Ute Lime 
these two species of the genus Mycobacterium ,vere discover ed. 

In vi ew of the possibility that successful solution of the cultivation 
problem may occur in two steps, provision ha s been made for two 
separate awards. 

1. For cultivation of three strains of M. lepraem111+um, the rat 
leproflY bacillus, with fulfillment of Koch's pO fl tulates : 

(a) A certificate, appropriately des ign ed a1l(1 inscribed for this 
purpose, and 

(b) A cash award of U8$500.00. 
2. For cultivation of JIll. lepra e fulfillin g the r equirements of the 

] 963 Report of the Panel on Bacteriology and Immunology : 
(a) A commemorative plaque, and 
(b) A cash award of US$l,OOO.OO. 

1t is proposed that the r espective awards will be made during a 
subsequent meeting of the International L eprosy Association whil e 
in session for an International Congr ess of L eprology. The Award 
Committee consists of Dr. R. J. YV. R ees of London; Dr. Charles C. 
Shepard of Atlanta, Georgia; and Dr. John H. Hanks of Baltimore, 
Maryland. ~rhose desiring more precise information on the Awards 
may communicate with Mr. C. I. Crowther , Leonard 'Vood Memorial, 
79 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10016. 

NEWS ITEMS 

England: GOMdination of wod e of missions.- The fi rs t tep toward development 
of a cooperative strategy in th eir work, it has been announced, was taken in the appoint
ment of a Steering Committee r epresenting the Mission to Lepers and the America n 
Leprosy Missions. Six person, chairnulI1ed by Dt·. P Hul VV. Bmnd, have been ap
pointed to thi s committee, the purpose of which is to devise ways of coordinating the 
work of both agencies in certain areas of servi ce, to increase its effi ciency, quality, and 
scope. 

United States: Ame'l' ican L ep"osy Missions seminar at GMviUe.- Tb e fifth annual 
leprosy seminal' sponsored j ointly by the American Leprosy Missions and the USPHS, 
will be held at Carville, La., April 2-8, 1964. Lecturers will include the staff of the insti
tution and outside specialists. Missionary medical and paramedical p ersonnel of all 
denominations, Christian national workers, and public health workers f rom this country 
and abroad, are expected to attend the week of leprosy orientHtion course . Last yeal' 
45 participants r epresenting 18 mi. sion boards f rom 17 countries attended the seminar . 

Seminal'S at Garville.-SeminHrs on leprosy during the year 1963, according to the 
Carville S tar, were attended by 71 group, with a total of 1,671 participants. The e 
included 465 professionals, 293 medical students, 566 students of Ilursing, 215 lay stu
dents, and 132 laymen. In total, 78 days were spent in these activities, conducted under 
the supervision of the Training Officers. (Thi educational work, unparalleled in any 
other leprosy institution, must have constituted a serious intelTuption of the professional 
work and r esearch of the Carville staff.) 

P eace G01'PS in lep1'osy worlc.-E leven P eace Corps members were at Car ville in 
J anuary, according to the S tar, f or a two-weeks training course designed to prepare 
them f or work in the Lo Negros leprosarium in Bolivia. This group is intended to rc-
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place an earlier g r.oup of si.x cor psmen who went to Los Neg l'Os 111 :III nttelilpt to 
tl'Hn .'fol'lll the place f1'011i a primitive col OilY to a 1Il0d('rll hospital, after a group of 
1\ mericall missionaries gave up the undertaking'. The .II CW g roup includ('s }'rgistered 
nurses, an oecupatiOllal thcrapi st, a persoll with l>u ildi llg' skills, :lII rl all administrator. 
They will coopcl'llte with the fu Jl -tilll c Boliviall doctor II OW at Los Ncgms, and they 
hope to recruit Bolivian )1Urses. It is reported that SOlli e of the Penre Corps workers 
assigned to the A llahabad Agri cultural Illstitute, Illdia, which was fo unoed by Dr. Sa m 
Higginbottom, arc volun teering' their servi ces in the Naini Lepro.'ariull1 attached to the 
institution. Theil' services are said to include ))ul'sillg' care, organizing English classes, 
and starting a poultry fa rlll . 'fwo Peace Corps person nel arc working at the CuI ion 
San itllrium in the Phili ppine. , teaching in the Catholic school within the colony. 

India: Semincl!' on L epj'08'!) in ChingZepnt.- A seminal' OIL lep rosy, held at the 
Central Leprosy Teaching' and Beseal'eh Institutc, Chingleput, :Madl'lI s, July 12-13, 
1963, under the joint auspices of the Instit ute a lld the Mad ras State L('pl'osy Coordina
tion Committee, brought together specialists ill the allied di sciplines, dermatology, 
venereology, pathology, hacteriology, imlllunology, serology a lld biochem istJ·y. Subjects 
discussed included l'eactious ill leprosy and the maintenance of records i ll fie ld work. 
Dr. Dharmcndra opell ed the first session with a discussioll of the terminology of the 
lepm reaction . 

This was followed by a series of papers on various f eatures of the lepra reaction, 
with extended consideration of its clini('al mallif('stations, hi stopatholog ic characteristics, 
and its treatment. 

The second sess ion, devoted to fic ld progralll s, was ('O Il V(' lI ccl by ])1'. V. Ekambaran, 
State Leprosy OfJicel', 'l' irukoilur, under the pr(!s id(,lI c~' of P rof. T. N. Jagadisan , 
Organizing Secretary, Hilld Kusht Nivllran Sallgh. The css ion IIms attended by field 
workers froll\ the Belgian Leprosy Ccntre, Polambakkalll ; the Schi effelin Research 
Institute, Karigiri ; the Ge l'llllJ.n Leprosy Centre, Chetpet, North Arcot; and medical 
officers of the H ind Kusht Nivanl11 SU ligh. Discussion eClltel'ed on the suitability of 
forlll s used by govcrllJneli t institutions in j\Iadms State. 

Gambia: Am!unl B C1Jo./,t 0/ Gambil! L epj'os!J Cont'rol P '/'o jed /OJ' 1.963.- Dul'ing 
1963 the GllI nbia COlltrol Project has cOJlcentmted on proced Ul'es in field work, which 
arc canied on without a proper leprosy heaclquflrters, or hospitlll 01' laboratory faci lities. 
~.' h e report, llIade hy 1. A . Susman, Medical Officer for Leprosy, outlines the adminis
trative division of the coullt ry for leprosy control, the clinics available, and the 
extent of the prohlem. In Novelllbcr 1963 a previously proposed featme of the pro
gram, a Propaganda-Treatment Survey of all school children in Gambia, was com
menced. Among 1657 children exalllined in the first f ew weeks, 39 cases of leprosy 
were seen, including 25 already under treatment. III sUlillnarizi llg results of the general 
program to date and prospects for 1964, Dr. Susman noted that 7000 patients have been 
brought under treatment in the Project. He emphasized, however, t he g reat need for 
proper headquarters. Without this provision it will be impossible to cany out special 
medical and surgical procedures, laboratory services, and necessary isolntion accommo
dations where new drugs can be tested. Also a rehabilitation program should be ill

stituted. 
Ethiopi.a: R epOt·t of Second National L epro 'Y Conlej'ence of Ethiopia.- The re

port of the Second National Leprosy Conference of Ethiopia, held at Ad<lis Ababa 
30 November-2 December 1961, has recently been received. The report carries a fore
word by His Excellency Ato Abebe Retta, Min ister of Public Health, and is edited 
by Dr. K. F. SchaUer. Ten working ses. ions were held, in addition to an inaugurating 
session which laid the background for the meeting. The "working sessions" included 
discussion of the following subjects : (1) the epidemiology of leprosy in Ethiopia and 
neighboring regions, (2) certain immunological relationships, (3) laboratory practice, 
(4) surgery, and (5) health education . SeveI'll I of the sess ions were devoted to sum 
marization of the principles di eus ed. 
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WHO: lnt e~'-~'eyiunal LIJP~'U8Y l 'min,illg Gow';;e at B amalco.- Ill November 1962 
a. tra ining course for li'r ell ch-speaking doctors was held at the Inst itut Marchoux, 
Bamako, Mali. Th is cour e, according to inform ation received, was attended by 15 
participants, 7 from Mali, 2 each f rom Madagascar and Iran, and 1 each f rom Dahomey, 
Guinea, Eg~rp t, and Cambodia. Lectures were given by Drs. Bassett (Dakar), Bechelli 
(' VH O HQ ), Carayon CMarseill es ), Languillon (Bamako), Bichet (H aute Volta) , Rot
berg (Brazil ), and Sansarricq (Bamako) . The demonstrations in fie ld work were organ
ized by Dr. P erier (Bamako). (Use of this not(', received in J a.nuar y 1963, was withheld 
pending permiss ion of local governnlPli ts to pllhli sh cl'rtfl in oth ('r inforll1 ation, which 
pc rmission was not fo rthcoming.) 

p m lSONALS 

The R EV. B,OIH:RT BnADllu RY, Ullited Presbyterian lIlissionary at Lalllpang, Tha iland, 
alld govem or of the Lampang Leprosy Founda tion, was r ecently awarded the Fif th 
Class of Our l\i(ost Noble Order of th e Crown of Thailand fo r his "humanitarian services 
industriously r endered to the socinl welfa re work of this country." Mr. Bradburn r e
cently completed for America n Leprosy Mi,;sions a survey of government and mi sion 
lcprosy hospitals in Southeast 1\ , ia. 

DR .. P AUT, vV. BRAND, I'ecentl y of the Chl'i"t inn Medical Collegc at Vellore, India, 
has been appoin ted to the staff of the Mission to Lepcr ns Director of Orthopedic 
W ork. It is said that although Dr. Brnnd will be hased at t he London headquarters, 
his servi ces will be avai lable "wherever necded in the wide area of leprosy work carried 
on by The Mission to Lepers nnd the Amel'i cn n Lepr'osy Missions." Mrs. Dorothy 
Clarke, of Orono, Maiue, is sa id to be planning to wr ite a book about him; she had 
already done that about D r. Mary Verghese, director of the Department of Rehabilita
ti on at Vellol'e, where she learned her surgica l skills uniler Dr. B mnd. 

DR. C. K. J OB, of the Schieffelin Lcprosy Resear ch Sanatorium, at Kirigh-i, near 
Veil ore, in South India, has been made head of the Depar tment of Pathology in the 
Christian Medical College at Vellore, expecting to continue his work nt K arigiri. H e is 
at present doing special work in London, intending to return to India in July. 

DR. J OSE O. NOTJAsco, pathologist at the Culion Sanitar ium f rom 1928 to 1959, 
and since then at the Leprosy Tra ining and Research Center in Manila, di e4 suddenly on 
J nnuary 14, 1964. 

DR. SHAIK K. NOOlWEEN, last yenr a Fellow of the LeoHard 'Vood Memorial-National 
Institutes of H ealth who received his M.P.H. degree f rom the University of Michigan 
School of Public H ealth , visited Carvill e recentl y hefore retut"J1ing to his post as 
epidemiologist at the Central Leprosy Teaching and Resea rch In titute at Chingleput, 
Madras. 

DR. CHART,ES C. SHEP~\RD, of the USPHS Communicable Disease Ceuter, Atlanta, 
Georgia, has been the r ecipient of two awards for his success in producing multiplication 
of the leprosy bacillus in the footpads of mice. One was the Gorgas medal for 1963 
f r om the Association of Military Surgeons, the other the Kimble award of the Owens
Illinois Company. 

}IR.s. EUNICE WEAVER, of Rio de J aneiro, Brazil, became the eleventh r ecipient 
of the Damien-Dutton award of the Damien-Dutton Society on the occasion of the 8th 
Intel'llational Congress of Leprosy, £01' her pioneer work on behalf of the children of 
infected parcnts in Brazi l carr ied out over many years. 


