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ahll', thanks to the U.S. Coast Guard Sl'l'v icl', " 'hi eh provic1Nl transportation h.\· nirplane, 
to visit the Culion 'Sanitarium- which few do. 

DR. Vi. M. BONNE, director of the Division of Commnnicahll' DisN1SPS, ' \ 'HO hrad­
quart,('rs, which division comprises t he Sl'ction of Ll'prosy, dietl after a short il1n!'ss on 
March 8, 1963, at the age of 59. 

DR. DHAR~1ENDRt\, director of the CcntJ.·H l Leprosy Trathing and Resral'ch Institute, 
is expected to retire in A ugust of the presl'nt yea r. 

RA.TKUMARI A~IRI'l' KAUR, bom an aristocrnt at Kapurthala Palaer, Luckno\\', Indin; 
a Christinn by conviction; at olle t ime prrsonAl srrretary of Mahatma Gandhi, and for 
three years a political prisoner; appointrtl by Nrhrll as the first Ministrr of H!'lllth of 
the nrw governmrnt, which position she held for ten years (J 947-1957); pl'rsidpnj" of 
Hihd Kusht Nivaran Snngh (the Indian Lrpro. y Prrvrntion Sori!'ty) and l'Psponsihl!' for 
the establishment of the Cen tral Leprosy Traching and Rrsparch Tnstitute at Ching lrpnt; 
recipient of many honors, including honorary degreps from several A mCl'ica ll uniY!'l'sities 
and rol1rg'rs; eliI'd sneldrn lyon Fphruary 6th, ] 964. 

D\~ . JOON LEW, profpssor of microbiology at Yonsei Un iversity Medical Co l1 t'g'e in 
Seoul, and director of the "World Vision Leprosy Center there, was given the 'Vorld 
Vision's 1964 Christian Service Awnrd nt ceremonil's held in Los Angeles in Febl'llnl'Y 
1964. 

Thr REV. C. M. LLOYD, head of the Mission to Lepers' work in K orea, has hern 
awarded the Public vVelfare Medal by the president of the Republir of 1\:orPI1 . 

MR. A. DONALD MILLE\~, who on his rptirrment. was named Consultant to the Miss ion 
to Lepers, has- ill recogn ition of his many yral'S of distingnislwd sPl'v irr- bppn appointed 
as a Vice-Pl'rs ident of thr Miss ion. 

DR. J OSE N. ROD \UGUEZ, dirrctor of the Bureau of Disease Control of the Department 
of Health of the Philippinps at the time of his compulsory rcfirement for ag'e, spent 
several montJls in 1963, as n vVHO consultant, in Singapore and Malaya in\"cstigating the 
endemicity of leprosy in those regions. He now plans to lrave for Eng land for a" study 
period, and will go to certain South American countrips to observe thr leprosy control 
activities there in preparation for a projected book on thr subjrct. . 

PA'J'RTCK J . 1'wo~mY, of New Zealand, who had drdicated thirty ~r ('ars of his life to 
the servi ce of leprosy victims and organizrd the Lppe[' Trnst Board, dil'd in ] 963 fit Suva, 
Fiji. 

D\~. NEw'roN E. vV AYSON, who ,,-as in charge of the Leprosy In\"(~stigfltion Stat ion 
of the Ralihi Rereiving Hosp ital, Hono lulu, f rom ]927 to 1935, died on December 8, 
1962, of coronary occlusion at his home in San Francisco, aged 79 years. 

OBITUARIES 

DR. KENSUKE MITSUDA 

1876-1964 

Dr. K ensuke Mitsuda, the oldest of the modern leprologists, died 
on May 14, 1964, at the age of 88, of complications of arteriosclerosis. 
Since 1961 he has been bedridden in the Okayama General Hospital 
because of encephalomalacia. This information, and much of that in th e 
following note, was supplied by Dr. Taiji Nojima, director of the 
Oshima National Leprosar ium; certain additions by the writer " to 
Nojima's notes will be evident. A brief list of important events begins 
with a heading in Japanese characters written by Mitsuda h imself in 
July] 957. 1'he characters are said to mean : Shisei Kami no Gotosl li 
(S i ncerit~r Communicates with God) . Mitsuda became converted to 
Roman Cathol icism in h is late ? ear s ; other members of hi s fam ily ",pre 
of the sallH' fa ith . 
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DR. KEN SUKE 2\[l'l'su n.\ (talcen SeJ)( emb el' 1952) 

Dr. Mitsuda wa~ born in January ] S7G in Hofu (,it~· , Yamaguchi 
Prefecture. In October 1896 he graduated from tJl e pri\'ate medical 
school call ed "Saisei Gakusha," where hc completed clinical studi es in 
one year. H e passed hi s preliminary examinations in 1895, and the 
required second examination in ] 896, wIlen he was on l~' :20 years old. 
In June 1898 he studied at the Pathology Tn stitute of rr okyo rniversity, 
and in July becamE' attached as physician to the rl'ok,\'o Ci t~· "Yoikuin," 
the old rrokyo City Hospital, which took ea rl' of orpilalls ,:ind aged 
persons, and, aftel' l899, a eel'tain nUlllbel' of i ('p ros~' patients. 

li e began his " 'ork on l epros~' tJl cl'e in that y('ar. He eontinued 
that work until ] 909, when lIe " 'as attached to tIl(' Z<'nz.ei-en Lepro­
sariulll, of which lIe becallle Directo r in 1910. Tn :May 19:23 hi s travels 
took him to I£urope (where he attended th e Third International Leprosy 
Conference in Strasbourg), the United States, and the Philippines, 
where he spent several da~'s at Culion. Later, in January 1944, he 
visited Ch ina. 

Tn March ]981 he was made director of the first of the national 
leprosaria to be established, Nagashima Aisei-en, newly built on 
~agashima I sland neal' Okayama. (He left behind at Zenzei-en his 
English-speaking first assistant, Fumio Hayashi.) l\Iitsuda held the 
positi on at Nagashillla unti l II(' l'etircd in August 1957; latC'l' he was 
made Honorary Dircctol' of Nagashilll a. 

Of the honors and awards given Mitsllda, thc fo llowing are listed. 
In May] 9-:1-2 he \Va~ na1!!ecl "SIlO -I: i," a .J apanese Court rank, and in 
June 1943 "Kun:3 to," ",lIiell eanied a deco ration. rn January 1950 he 
received an award frOlll thp Asahi newspal)ers; in Novclllhe l: 1951 the 
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Cultural Decoration was given him; and in 19G1 the Damien-Dutton 
award. In November 1957 he was made an Honorary Citizen of Bofu 
City, his hirthplace. In the following year he r eceived similar r ecogni­
tion from Oku Town, and in May 1964 from Okayama City. His title 
was rai sed at that time to "Sho 3 mi, Kun I to," a high grade of govern­
mental court ranks and honors. These honors r epresented the court 
rank and order of merit of fi eld marshal or admiral. 

Two Catholic fun eral services were held, the :first at the Okayama 
City Hall on May 25, sponsored by Okayama City, Bofu City, and Oku 
Town, and th e other at Nagashima Aisei-en on May 2G. The Chief 
Moul'ller was Mitsuda's oldest son, Mr. Hitaro Mitsuda, a professor 
in th e high school of Osaka City. Many high officials, leprologists, pro­
fesso rs, doctors, medical officer s, and other prominent people attended. 
Among the speakers, Dr. Nojima represented all of the national hos­
pitals and sanitaria, and Dr. Yoshinobu Hayashi r epresented Mitsuda's 
students. Hundreds of telegrams of condolence from local sources, 
and from foreign leprologists and organiza tions were r ead. 

Mitsuda is survived by four sons and two daughters, of whom three 
(1 son and 2 daughter s ) are physicians, all connected with leprosy work, 
Mitsuda's wife, whom Nojima describes as a kindly and gentle woman, 
and to whom he credits a good deal of Mitsuda's accomplishments, died 
in 1948. Mitsuda did not remarry. . 

One son, Dr. Tokuzo Yokota, is the chief physician of N agashima 
Aisei-en. The fact that he does not carry the Mitsuda name is explained 
by the fact that, as is a frequent custom in Japan, he took the family 
name of his mother when he was a young boy, there being no boy in 
that family. It is said that Mitsuda himself took the family name of his 
mother when he was young. To show his long relationship with 
Mitsuda, Nojima relates that he was the "go-between" when Yokota 
married, twenty years ago, and also when one of the daughters married 
four years later. He was at the bedside when Mitsuda died. 

Dr. Mitsuda's body was cremated at Okayama City. A skeletal part 
was buried at the grave of his native Boju City, Yamaguchi Prefecture. 
Another part ",vas kept in the mortuary at Aisei-en.- H. W. WADE 

CHARLES MCCONAGHY Ross, O.B.E., M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O. (Belfast 1926) , 
C.P.H., D.T.M. & H. (Liverpool), Fellow of the Royal Society of 

Tropical Medicine-1903-1964 

Dr. Charles McConaghy Ross died suddenly in Nairobi at the 
age of 61, on the 24th of June 1964. He was the third Director of 
the East African Leprosy Research Centre at Alupe, Kenya. His 
remarkable life of service abroad was chiefly in leprosy. After his 
graduation in 1926 in Queen's, Belfast, he served two years in Dublin 
in the Dublin Medical Mission and sailed for Africa on the 7th of 
June 1928, to join the work in the Qua Iboe Mission in Western 


