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torial in L eprosy in India: " ... those recoillmendations, instead of clarifying the situa
tion, tend to make confusion worse confounded." 

The Epidemiology and Control report is simply staggcring in leng th, occupying 
no less than 24 page in the COCIL pamphlet. A list of topics covered would show 
how wide-ranging it is, but space lacks for that. Apparently an attempt was made to 
cover everything that is establi shed and all that should be known , including, for random 
cxample's, the fo llowing: "For twins' study a world central registrar (sit: pOBg i hly a 
misprint for "registry.") of twins with lepr osy should be set up . .. " and "Epidemiologi
cal methods should he more extensivcly applied to the study of lepra reaction." One 
wonders who will ever read the entire report, and how it wi ll be employed . 

. As for the report of the panel on Bacteriology and Immunology, what s ilbstitutes 
for the experted document can by no means be regarded as a consensus, or "offi.cial." 
The panel, it seems, was divided into three subcommittees, for Bacteriology, Imillunology, 
and Serology-the last holding a "work conference" in cooperation with the Pan-American 
H ealth Organization. No written report on any of these topics was presented for con
sideration of the final plenary session of the Congress; the chairman of the panel is said to 
have made a verbal report, and was to prepare a written one later. What was produced 
appeared in full-complete with 5 tabulations-in the COCIL pamphlet, but was severely 
reduced in THE JOURNAL, with elimination of 4 of the tables used ; it was not avai lable 
for usc by Le2Jl'osy Review and Leprosy in In(lia. The result is nothing more than a 
long, diffuse, personal essay, in no way of the nature of a formal report and not quotilble 
as one should be. 

Tho situation as a whole should serve as a warning for any future 
congress. In the nrst. place, the groups to serve as the t echnical com
mittees should not be unlimited in number s and selected on a political 
basis, attempting to include, for kudos, everyone known to he coming 
to the meeting. The groups should be- as advised by the CrOM'S
as small as possible, and each should be confined to people known to 
have some "expertize" on the suhject dealt with. Second, every com
mittee should be required to suhmit, by a given date, a formal written 
report of reasona hIe length, lackin g which its efforts would he entirely 
disregarded. Finally, the congr ess should always set up an }1jditorial 
Committee, whose duty would be to make the reports uniform in format 
and acceptable with regard to wording. Only after that should they 
be mimeographed and presented to the nnal session , and made avail 
able for publication. -H. W. WADE 

MYCOBACTERIOSIS OF CATS; CAT LF.PRO:->Y 

The purpose of this 110te is to call attention to two reports of a 
mycohacterial infection in cats of which there are abstracts in th is 
issue. Previously, it seems, no such infection other than tuberculosis 
has been r eported for this animal. One rrport is from the Auckland 
area of New Zea]and / the other from the Sydney area of Australia.2 

In both in stances several animals with the infection had been hrought 
to the attention of veterinarians within a ver y few years. WhethAr 
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or 110t it js confined to these particular areas cannot be said; according 
to a leprologist in Dal'win/ if the condition existr:; in that region it 
ha s not come to his attentiOll. ln both instances attcmpts to cultivate 
the cau 'ative agent had been unsuccessful. 

Ilistologically, the sections of a single block of It skin nodule from ~ew Zealand seen 
by us4 l'mwmble csscntially thc lesion of Illurinc lepro;;y consisting basically of massed 
histiocytcs and multinucleate cells formed by f usion of l1istiocytes, all with abundant, 
lightly-staining cytoplasm massed with lIeid-fast bacilli. A sk in nodltlc fro111 Australia 
(onc of fOll]' paraffin blocks l'eccived),5 is of vcry diffcrent naturc. Thc promincnt feature 
is a tCllden ('y to fusion of la rgc irreg'ulal' cell s with abundant ('ytoplaslll into syncytia of 
s imilar i''I'('gularity. 

r!'his condition \\"ould douht1ess he relegated to the same category 
a the mycobacterioses of various other animals and hirds that have 
heen reported, wero it not for the findings of exper im ental inoculations 
in rats (lone by Lawrence and W"ickham. The infecting agent quickly 
became adapted to that animal, ultimately causing generalized infec
tion an(l death; in guin ea-pigs onl? local lesion s were produced. 

Npecimens of the skin lesion s of first and second transfer rats were 
also supplied; in the latter the hacillu s had apparently become com
pletely adapted. In the spleen the parenchyma is almost completely 
r eplaced h~r the lepromatous lesions, but the central areas of necrosis 
usual in rat leprosy les ions a 1'e completely lacking; th(' bacillus load is 
simply amazing. Nothing like this lesion was ever seen in any of the 
rats inoculated with the strain of M. lepraem11ri1(,1n used for some 
years in our laboratory. 

No attempts to transfer the infection directly to un infected cats, 
)'Ollllg or old, have been reported . rphe rat-adapted bacillus failed to 
infect young kittens. "Whether or not that was because of a cbange of 
illfectivity for the cat as a r esult of the adaptation cannot he said. 
It has been suggestedG that it might be of interest-if that has not 
already been done-to attempt to infect cats directly with stra.ins of 
rat leprosy. The possible interei't in the electron microscopy of these 
lesions has led to one inquiry7 as to the possibilit~r of ohtaining a 
st rain or strains of the cat mycobacteriosis. Although it might be 
difficult to transport such material, when encountered again, even hy 
air, it might be Ycry well worth while to make the attempt. 

-H. W. "\iVAnE 

3HARGRAVE, J . C., personal communication. 
4Kindly supplied by Dr. WilHam H . Feldman, chief, r~nborator~" Research in Pull11onal'~' 

Disenses, Veterans Admiinstration, Washington, D. C. 
"Kindl; supplied b~" Dl. W. E. Lawrence, of th e DepHrtnH'nt of Veterinary Patholog~', 

1'n iversity of Sydn ey. . 
0EXP01'il11C11t suggested by Dr. William H . Feldman. 
7By Dr. Tnl110tsu Imaeda, of Carilcas, Venezu ela . 


