
442 Inte1'1wtional Journal of L ep rosy 1964 

M ULTIJ'LICATION 0]<' Mvcobactet'ium lep1'ae IN TH1'; MOUSE FOOTPAD 

To THE gDITOR: 
The purpose of my paper, 'which had been accepted for publica

tion in THE JOURNAL more than a month prior to the Congress, was to 
communicate the nature and results of my attempts at Carville to ob
tain multiplication of the lepro i'»)' bacillus in footpads und er conditions 
which explicitly differed from the conditions 80 clearly stated by 
Shepard. Therefor e, this was not an attempt to duplicate Shepard's 
experiments fo), the purpose of corroboration. Had it been that, J woul(l 
have to fully agree with the criticism of Drs. Ree. and vVater s. ~~he 
strategy of research, however, allows for flexibility of attack and it is 
perhaps not entirely t rue that experimellters always arc committed to 
adhere to every detail of preceding work, particularly if they arc will 
ing to seck explanations for different r esults in deficiencies of their 
own experiments. This T have done. Deviations from the sh'aight and 
narrow certainly arc not unique and at times they seem productive of 
salutary results, as in the experiments of vVaters and Niven. 

I fully agree with Drs. Rees and 'Vatf'rs that it would be most 
unfortunate if r eader s of Tl:IE JOURNAL concluded from my paper that 
Hansen's bacillus docs not multiply in the mouse footpad. If they do, 
this mu st be at their own peril, because there is not a word in this arti
cle which casts doubt on the validity of Shepard's work, and the foot
note lists independent sources of confirmation, to which I can add now 
the r esults of our more r ecent experiments. 

J also agree with what Drs. Rees and 'Vaters say about th e signifi
cance of Shepard's work and all acclaim it has brought him. 
U. S . P. H. S . Ho spital '''T. F. Kmc H HEJi\rER , M.D. 
Carville, L ouisiana 
December 1964 

TRRATM(';NT O:F LEPRO:-;Y WJTH ANTITH YROID DltuGS 

To THE gDlTOR : 

This is in further consideration of the treatment of leprosy with 
antithyroid substances, with particular r efe r ence to the usc of Tapa
zoIc, on which ] r eported some time ago C). At that time T wrotC' 
"]~xten sive use of various antithy roid preparations during nearly 
eight years, in a total of 236 leprosy cases, may open a new road fo/' 
the treatment of that disease." Representative cases treated with 
different doses of the thyroid-depressant drug Tapazole (methima
zole), in which notable improvement occu rl'ed, wer e presented. 

Recently Davison e) after a pilot stud? of the effect of Tapazole 
in three groups of 20 lepromatous patients, reported that the drug 
had not proved of special benefit. I would like to raise certain objec
tion s to the conclusion presented: (1) Tapazole was suspend ed for two 
months during a total of 14 months of trea tm ent; (2) too small a dose 
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of the drug wa s usecl; and (3) in sufficient emphas is was placed on the 
reduced incidence of severe leprosy r eaction and acute edema of hands 
and f eet in Tapazole patients. 

rt appears to me that fUl'ther trials are desirable, with higher 
dosage alld continuous maintenallce of 'J'apazole. 1 believe parallel 
investi gat ion is needed on the concentration of lipids in leprosy pa
tients, with quantitative detcrmination of the amount of ioilin e in 
tissues, fol' which standard methods are a,vai lable (3). 

Confirmation of a high cOllcentration of iodin e i 11 the sk in in lepro. y 
,,"ould su pport- thc use of highpr doses of antithyroid compounds such 
a s rrapa zole. Since this drug is readily soluh1 e and is absorbed w('ll 
p er cutaneous ly, experimental use by ill L1nction is possible. 

In my patients 1 have used 90-400 mgm. daily. At present more 
tha n 20 patients are r eceiving a daily dosage of 100 mg-m. 
Apartado A ero 1708 ARTHUR O'BYRNF., :M.D. 
Cali, Colombia 
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CORREC'J~ION 

Under N ews It ems in 'J~}m JOURNAL [32 (1964) 213], in connection 
with a notice of the recellt change of name of th e abbreviation of the 
Briti sh Leprosy R elief A ssociation from BELRA to LEPRA, it was 
stated erroneously that the "Association's publication, a quarterly 
called L ep rosy R eview since its early clays, will hereafter bear the name 
L epra, and furthermore that it will be published only twice a year, in 
March and September." The INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LEPROSY has 
beon informed by the Editor of L epr'osy R eview that that Journal has 
not changed its name, that it will continue to be designated L eprosy 
R eview, and that it will bo published quarterly as h er etofore. The con
fu s ion on the part of the JNTEI-tNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LF.pI-tosy re ulted 
from tho change in titl e of a different publication also published by the 
British Leprosy R elief Association. The Association has changed the 
name of its B elra Quarterly, a news magazine, to L epra Magazine. The 
I :rTERNATIONAJ~ J OURNAL OF LEPTIO;:;Y deeply r egret. the error. 


