
NEWS AN D N O TES 
Information concerning insl itntions .. organizations) (md illrlividuals 

connected -with leprosy w01'k) scientific 01" othM' m eetings) legislative 
enactments and other matte1'S of interest. 

l'ECHNI CAL REPORTS OF THE RIO CONGR ESS 

Four versions of the r eports of the technical committecs (round 
tables and panels ) of the Rio de Janeiro L eprosy Congress, ~c ptembe ]' 
12-20, 1963, are available. One of these is a separate pamphlet put 
out by the Organizing Committee of the Congress (COCIL), while 
the others were published in THE JOURNAL [31 (1963) 474-574] , L ep­
rosy R eview [35 (1964), special supplement], and L eprosy in India 
[36 (1964) 1'17-161]. These versions vary consid erably, fir st and last, 
and the qu estion arises as to which one is to be considered the ofJi,cinl 
version, to be quoted in connection with moot points. 

Presumably it should be the one put out by the COCIL, despite the 
fact that th e reports exhibit plenty of internal evidence, in t heir 
variety of format and other wi. e, that they were not revicwcd by an 
Editorial Committee before they were released for consideration by 
the final plenary session and for publication. Also the vagaries and 
inherently possible errors of translation must be taken into account. 
The following comparisons of it and the other versions are made for 
the benefit-and, at times, ·warning-of those who possess only one of 
these publications. 

In the COCIL version, all of the reports are given in f ull , apparently without 
editing. They a re, in consecutive order: (1) Pathology and Experimental Transmission 
(P&E), (2) Borderline and Indeterminate (B&I), (3) Leprosy Reaction (LR), (-1) 
Therapy (Th ), (5) Epidemiology and Control (E&C), (6) Bacteriology and IlIlmunology 
(including serology) (BIS), (7) Education and Social Aspects (E&S), and (8) P hysi­
cal Rehabilitation (PR). 

What purports to be the report of the panel on Bacteriology and IlIlmunology 
presents peculiar difficulties. The panel was divided into 3 subcommittee. , ille!uding one 
for Serology ( see News note later in this issne). For some reason not lmowu the panel 
did not submit a written report; wha t was written later by the cllairman on the subjects 
of bacteriology and im munology-which, of course, was not acted on by the Congress­
was published in the COCIL pamphlet, but was sever'ely reduced editorially in THE 
JOURNAL. It was not available to the editors of L eprosy R eviMv and L eprosy in India, 
and the latter did not attempt to dea l with the matter; the fo rmer ran a brief "appraise­
ment" by an individual member of the panel, who added a half page of critical personal 
remarks. 

As for the treatment of these reports by the periodicals cited, THE JOUR~AJ, modifi ed 
them all with respect to format, to save space, and a Iso made some needed ed i tOl'ial 
changes in wording. In those respects the reports (other than that of the BIS group) 
represent what they would have been if edited by the executive body of the Congress­
in which case they would have been the official versions. The extremely long E&C report 
(24 pp. in the COCIL pamphlet) was very much reduced, fl lthough the subjects of thl' 
parts eliminated are indicated and sometimes summarized. 

444 
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L epj'osy R e'fiew followed the originlll f orlllat in most r espects. Unexpectedly there 
is appended to the P&'B report, headed as if quite separate, a "memorandum" on the 
examination of the bacillus which does not appeal' in any other version. How it was 
ncqui l'ed is not known. What was used instead of the BIS report has been stated. 

Leprosy in I nelia followed the original f ormat throughout, except that italics wel'e 
used for numerous phrases evidentl y regllrded as especiall y to be emphasized. In only 
0 11 (' of the reports (E&C) ha ve been noted a very few editorial changes in th e tex t. 
As stated, th e BIS rcport is lacking.- H . Vol . 'WADE 

(It is assumed by the ]~d i tol' that the offi cial vel'Rion will bc that 
publi shed in the T1"a,nsactions of the Congrcss. KRL.) 

SYMPORHJM ON THe; LEPROMI~ REACTION 
ffhe Brazilian \ ssociation of L ep l'ologists held this symposium 

on December 9, 1961, and the report wa s published in a special issue 
of the B ol. S e1"vifio Nac. de L ep1"r/, [21 (1962) 7-3791. A series of 
abstracts of the Portuguese pa per s, hy J. R. Inn es, appeared in the 
T1·Op. Dis . Bull. [61 (1964) 495-501] . The r eport of this symposium 
was mi ssed by T l-IE J OURNAL at the time, and at this late da t e only the 
titles can be list ed. Some of the papcr s we1'C, aR might be expect ed, 
]'cRtatements of material published hefore. For anyone particularly 
inter est ed in the subject, l' ef erence may be made to either of the 
publica tions r ef erred to. 
Q UJIGbl A'fO, R. Interpretation of lllll rginal or doubtf ul reactions to the lepromin test. 
K EVES, R.. G. Interpretation of the marginal or doubtf ul reaction to th e lepromin test . 
Dnnz, O. Yari ability of the lepromin test due to various causes, such as inoculation 

technique, qua li ty of the inoculum, choi ce of cutan eOllS area, etC' . 
DE MIRANDA, R. J . Variabil ity of the lepromin test due to various Cfluses, suh as tech-

11ique, quality of the inoculum, cutaneous area, etc. 
DE ANDRADE, L. M. C. Comparison between the microscopic and mll croscopic readings 

of the lepromin tes t. 
RO'J'IH:JW, A. Factors which influence th e p ositivitiy of th e lepromin reaction. 
P ERElRA, A. C. Factors capable of influencing the conversion of th e lepromin reaction. 
BEcl-l ELLl , L. M. Comparative study of the lepromin and tuberculin tests. 
ALON>~O, A. :VI. Lepromin r eaction in the light of new concepts of imillunity and 

l·esistance. 
TUMA, M. The active principle of the Mitsuda antigen. 
SILVA, C. The lepromin reaction and some nel\' aspects of medical investigation of it. 
H ADLER, W. A. The importance of the lepromin reaction in laborlltory animals 
AZUT,AY, R . D. Lepromin reaction in comlllunities f ree of lep rosy. 

JAPANE.·}; LEPROSY ASSOCIATTO~ 

36th General lI1eet'ing , April 3-4, 1963 

Thi s meeting, at which Prof. Shinji Nishimura presided, was h eld 
in Osa],a a s the 35th Section of thc 16th Gen eral \.ssembly of the 
Japan Medica l Congress . Accord ing to the )1~llglj sh ver sion of the 
progra.m given in La L ep1·o. [32 (1963) Nos. 1-2], there were 2 " special 
di scourscs, " 2 symposia, each of which con sisted of several subtopic, 
and 44 miscellan eous paper , the t itle'S of somc of which are partic­
lllarl y }n trig-uill g . 
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The specia l <li ::;courses, on th is oceasion, II" P I'l' hoth g ive n by non-.Ja pallese : 
L ,"w . . J. P resent-day lepr osy in KOl'ea. 
n u, S. C. Epidelil iologica l studies of lep rosy in Taiwan. 

Both a rticl es a re accompan ied h~' E ng lish ve rsions, th e fo rm er 1JI SUlllmar.", t he lattpr 
in f ull. 

E Hch of the a rti cles of the symposia hHs, in a scparate section, H rather long 
I1 bstJ'act , whicll ma kes them access ibl e, althoug h th ey ca nnot 1)(' sUlllll la ri z('(1 he re. T he 
fi J'st of th em, entitl ed "Basis of culture of lep J'osy ha(' illus," cOln p J'.ises 7 prcspntations: 

I TO T . Studies on the (·ytochromes in mycobacteJ'ia. 
J\[ow, 'I'. T he J'espira ti on pnzYlll cs of the IIlUrinc leprosy h ~t(' illu s, e;.; pell ially 

diaph ol'<lsP I an d IT, a nd malic dphydrog(·nasl'. 
:\ LATSUO, Y. J\Jetabolis m ill lJIu r inp l epro~y. 
NAKA:MU HA, :\1. E ffects of p hysica l and chemi ca l conditi ons of the mu intenall ee of 

lI1.!Jc . leproemu ri ll m infec ti vi ty. 
MORT, R. Studi es on the Jllulti p li ca t ion of leprosy ba(·illi ill ti ~;:;up culturC'. 
YOS Hl l':, Y. Culti vation of M. leprae in cul tul'e of fi brocyti r h istiocyte;;;, L H strain, 

deri ved f rolll the skin of lepronla tous pati ents . 
HTRA:-IO,~. A nt igeni c J'ela ti onshi p betwC'e n M!Jcobltclel'iulII lel1 l"(lc a nd other IIlYCO­

bacte ria. 
T he sC'cond symposium, entitl ed "Consid pJ'ati on HS to dC'teJ"l JJ ination of the ('urc 

of l epro~y," comp rises 10 p resentation., as fo ll ows: 
O" ,IO A, S. The cha nges of lepl'osy bacilli caused by chelll otlw l"lI PY· 
X ISHl URA, M. A ~tudy of the rela t io nship between the ul t l'ast ruc-tul'C';" of leprosy 

lesions a nd th ei r res ponsiveness to a ntilcprosy treatment. 
ABE, M. Ser ological obsel'vati ons on the healing process of ·lep rosy. 
H ONDA, H. Th e therap euti c course a nd the se rum r eacti on in leprosy, es pecia ll y 

the compl ement fi xation r eHcti on. 
:\I AYA}.[A, A. Serum enzymes in chemoth erapy of lep rosy. 
TA KARHIMA, S . Histopathological findings on th e skin lesion of ar r ested leprosy. 
T .U IH A, 1. Late l'Psults of the case dischH rged as cured f rom th e K ei fuen Lepro-

saJ'ium . 
?lf TYN],A, T. On the findings of clini ('a l examination of leprosy pa ti ents in K cia ien 

Lepl'osa l'ium a nd home p a ti ents . 
NAMBA) M. A COlllm ent on th e cr iteria of discha l'ge f rom clinical and microscop ical 

findings. 
YOKOTO, '1' . Criteria fo r th e di scha rge of nrr ested cases f r om leprosaria, e~ pe(' iall 'y 

on the :\Iitsud a l'eacti on. 
As always, there arc a bstracts of fi ll of th e p llpers of the gpneral progTa lll; but 

they are exclusively in Japa nese. 

Attached to the cover of the issue there is a notice of change of 
address of La L epr'o, to Depar tm ent of L eprosy, Research In stit ute 
for Microbial Diseases, Osaka F niver sity, Osaka. 'rhe new Boar d of 
Editor s is listed. 

ASOCIA CI ON MEXICA~A DB ACCIO~ CO~THA L A LEPHA 

Under this head ther e appea r s, ill DerlJlat olog1o [8 (1964 ) 61 -6;") J, 
a note by Manuel Malacara , on th e weekl y sess ion s helel during H)()3 
at the Centro Dermatologico Pascua in "J lexi co City. Of the 38 sessions, 
15 were clinical and 23 were devoted to (Effcrent el crllJato-kpf'olo!!:ic 
and general subjects. III the clinical session s 66 cases were presented, 
only 4 of which a1'])0a 1' to l1 av(' hecn lcprosy. Of the 23 th eme·s dealt 
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with , bl'ief notes in those r egarded as most illtel'esting are given. rrhe 
titl es (translated) follow, and al so the note r efening to the last of 
them. 
L A1'A PI, F ., ESTRADA, C., RODRIGUEZ, 0 ., SAUL, A ., ORDO:-a,Z, B ., :\[O~TO.JO, SOH CA1'Af~ I ~" , 

LAVALLE, P ., CASTILLO, J. and CASTRO, E. Lepr osy in Mexico City. A nalysis of 
280 ell sC's s tudied a t the Centro Derllla tologi(;o l?asf' ua dlll'i ng 1960-1962. 

LA'I' IIPJ, F ., RODRI G L' F~Z , 0 ., I uIVA U,E, P ., :MON'I'O.I O, SOR CA'J'ALI XA, ~L\T~ A CA RA , ~L , .Iu r" A. 
and ORTTZ, Y. F iftee n year ' of the Asocillcion Mexicana de Accion Cont ra la 
Lepra. 

SA UL, A. Epidemi ology of leprosy . What should bl' undel'>; toocl by contact ? 
L Nl'API, F . Selllina r on th e control of leprosy . Belo H orizonte, BrHzil 1958. 
SAUl" A ., E STRADA, C. amI L ATA PT, l!' . R ound-tabl e about the nex t Inte rnati onal COIl­

g ress of' Leprology. Ri o de Janeiro, September 12-19, 1963 . 
L .-I'1'.1PJ, F ., R ODRI GUEZ, O. und SAUL, A .. Second seminar on leprosy. Cuern a \'uea, Mor ., 

Mexi co, Augu. t ] 2-19, 1963. R evi ew and (·0111ments. 
CASTRO, K , V,IRGAS, S. and VALE~CJA, J . Leprosy in the south of the Federa l D istri ct. 

A . Data about foci kn own befor e 1930. 
CA STRO, K , 'l AR GAS, S., VALENCIA. J . and ALVAR EZ, C. Leprosy in the south of thc 

F ederal Distri ct. B . Data f r om 1930 to 1960. 
LATAP!, K Lepra r eaction. Review of the papers presented and of the n'solu t ions 

adopted at the 8th International Cong ress of Leprology. 
As cha irman of th e panel discussing this topi c, th e writer had sent out a questi oll ­

nnire in an attempt to anive a t unifo rlll criteria, giving inf orlll a ti on about the ex isting 
conf usion. It is beli eved that " lepra r eacti on" should be und erstood as an lJ('ute episorll' 
within th e ('hroni city of the disease accompani ed by cutanaous symptollls and general 
manifestations, and tha t tbis condition appli es only to lepromatous cases. It should be 
di ffe rentiated f rom the so-called " leprous r eactivati on," whi ch is an aggrava tion of th e 
lepl'olll atosis itself. Nothing new could be clearl y esta blished with r es pect to the et i o log~' 
and pathogenesis, and only th e ]'isk of prescribing th e corti costeroids r outi nely wa~ 

p ointed out. 

I N ,]'ERNATIONAL UNION }' OR HI::ALTH Jm UCATJO~ 

'J'his lntel'l1ational t~nion has announced that the VIth Jntern ational 
Confer ence on H ealth and H ealth Education is to be held in l\fadri(l, 
.Tuly 10-17, 1965. The organization of the meeting is in collahoration 
with the '\THO, UNESCO, and UNIC]jJF, by invitation of the Spanish 
Committee fo1' H ealth ]1jducation. The themes of the confer ence are 
to be The Health of the Community, and the Dynamics of Development. 

'l'his meeting, it is said in a prospectus, "represents another for­
ward step along paths opened up hy the Vth Confer ence, held in the 
U.S.A. in 1962." At that meeting the subject of l\fan in Hi s Biological, 
-Physical and Social )~nvironment was examin ed by participants from 
70 countries with a view to identifying more effective ways of solving 
th e major health problems which beset mankind. A t Madrid, the con­
ference will prohc more deeply with r espect to various natural group­
ings in which man g rows and develops. 'l~h e health of the community 
and its multipl e components will be further explored in light of the 
spirit of the T nited Nations ' Decade of Development, and of the 
International Cooperation year. 
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.Attendance at. this confer ence by all per sons concerned with health 
educatjon is cordially invited. ~rhe Secretary General is Dr. L. P. 
\.ujoulat, and the Secretariat is at 1 Rue de Tilsit, Paris 8, France. 

JN TlmN ATJONAL COURSE I N HEALT.H DEVELOPM ENT 

r('he ~ etherland l rniversiti es Foundation for rnternational Co­
opcnltion (N LJFF'TC) has announced that the second course in health 
development will be held at the Prince L eopold In stitute for Tropical 
H ealth , Antwerp, Belgium, from :B ebruary 1 to July 1, 1965. 

1' hi s p roject, a joint one of s imilar institutions in the Netherlands and Belg iu m, 
is dt'!" ig ned to promote r ela ted activities particularly in underdeveloped countries. Tllc 
first ('om'se, g iven ill Amsterdam in 1964, was held in 2 sections, fo r English- and 
F rench-spea king p arti cip ants, of whom there were 18 in the for mer and 8 in the lat ter 
group. The ('ourse was attended by physicians f rom Argentina, Brazil, India, Iran, 
Pakistan , the Philippines, Surinam, Togo, and Viet Nam, as well as European physicians. 
Succe sful ca ndid a tes who pnssed the fin al examination, 25 in number, received diplomas 
in "Development of Tropi cal H ealth ." 

The tui tion fee is $450. It is expected tha t the participants will come under fellow­
ship 0 1' grants, whi ch should also cover the cost of living for the p eriod. Those admi tted 
to the COUl'se will be automatically covered by insUl'ance, and the Belg ian Office for 
Develop ment Coop eration will assist them with r esp ect to their accomm odation and 
social welfare generally. F or f urther information, address the ' orga ni za tion nt rntioned 
(NUFFI C), at Molenstraat 27, The H ague, Netherlands. 

SEMI N AR ON CARE OF FOOT I N LEPROSY 

A five-day seminar on the care of the foot in leprosy was held at 
the Oji River Leprosy Settlement, Eastern Nigeria, August 17-21, 
] 964. Host for the occasion was Dr. A. Azike, Area Superintendent, 
Onitsha Leprosy Control Ar ea, Rural H ealth Division, Ministry of 
H ealth of J!Jastern Nigeria. The seminar was organized by Dr. W. 
F elton Eo 's, who has been serving as surgeon at Oji River. He and 
Dr. G. H. Grant of Vancouver, British Columbia, and Mr.Milard O. A. 
J a ja, surgeon, from the Univer sity College Hospital, Ibadan, lectured 
and demonstrated surgical t echnics for r econstruction of the foot. 
Dr. Victor Smith, of the Kano L eprosarium led a discussion on neurit.is. 
Miss 1L Skelly, physiotherapist, demon strated preoperative assess­
ment and r ecords. ~rhe seminar included sessions on x-ray studies of 
leprosy, plantar ulce rs, ulcer control, footw ear, protheses and ortho­
pedic braces. Physicians, nurses , physiotherapists and other s con­
cern ed in care of the foot, attended the seminar.- (R. F. Goldie-one 
of th e physicians in attendance ) 

WORLD n AY FOl~ LEPHOSY SUF:FERERS, .JANUARY 31, 1965 

\. call to observe Sunday, January 31, 1965, as 'World Day for 
L eprosy Suffer er s '.vas issued on November 20, 1964 in New York, 
by a national committee compo cd of four major voluntary agencies 
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concerned with leprosy. Dr. Howard Rusk, r ehabilitation expert allCl 
director of the Institute of Physical Medicine and R ehabilitation, of 
New York University, is chairman of the committee. 

rrhe four agencies are American L eprosy } rissions, the Leonard 
'Vood Memorial, the Damien Dutton Society and the International 
Society for Rehabilitation of the Disa bl ed .. ~rhe purpose of the com­
mittee, according to Or. Rusk, is to support the observance a an 
occasion to focus attention on the needs of leprosy suffer er s as on e 
of mankind's most grievous prohl ems and to awaken in the puhlic a 
sense of responsibility to meet these n eeds. 

Originated in 19;)-1- hy 2\r. R.aoul Foller eau of P aris, found er of the 
Order of Charity, the ' Vorld Day fo r TJe pl'osy Sufferers is now ob­
served in more than a hundred countries . It has been endor ed by 
world leader s, including President Lyndon B. John son and the late 
President John F. K ennedy. 

Pointing out that leprosy is on e of the world' s most serious health 
problems, the statement said that "it afflicts an estimated 10 to 15 
million people and places a cru shing eCOll0mic and social hU1'l1 en not 
only on its victims but on communities in need of all their human 
r esources. The statement continued : Despite th e great increa e in 
recent yeal'S of treatment program s run by missions, governments, 
United Nations agencies and voluntary organizations-still less than 
20 10 of the world's leprosy victims are rrached with r egular t reatment. 
At least 25% or more have physical disabilities in need of r eparative 
surgery." 

NEWS ITE1\fS 
India: The Japanese L ep1'osy lIfission f01' I ncl'ia.- Thi s ol'g'allizlI ti on, it is I'epol'ted 

in Leprosy in India, is establishing a leprosy center at Agl'a, the fo undation of which 
was laid ceremoniously in December 1963. The agreement with the Gon'l'Illl1ent oE 
India envisions the ·construction of a modern leprosy sanitorium with a capl1city of 100 
inpati ents and 300 outpati ents. The center is expected to have the latest equiprnent 
fOl' treatment and for investigati ons on r econstructive surgery and r ehabili tation of 
cured patients. The Mission will meet the nonrecurring exp enses of construction and 
equi.pment. (Nothing is said about the running expenses for p ersonnel and suppli es.) 

Lawym's hell) patients at Batal'f1, Maha'l'o sht!'lt Btate.-The need of leprosy patients 
with legal and social problems brought on by their disease, has been realized by Dr. 
Akshoy Mohl1 nty ever since taking over the extensive vi llage clinic work started 10 
yenrs ago by Congr egationalist missionary Miss Louise C. Fisher. Recently he succeeded 
in I'nlisting tbe cooperation of several lawyers in Satam, who give advice f ree of charge 
on such difficulti es as wife abandonment because of leprosy, property rights, custody 
of chi ldren, etc., and when necessary initiate court cnse. :md defend patients who arc 
brought to court. The village clini c progl:am, under the direction of the United Church 
of Christ, with finan cial support f rom Ameri can Lepro. y Missions and the Mi sion to 
Lepers (London) , r eaches more than 2,000 patients in the state. 

Vietnam: R epeated Viet Gong att acks 011 lep'l'osy hosp ital.- The . t. J 0 eph 
Hospitnl, neal' Nensang, Vietnam, was pillaged by Communist gue1'l'illl1s in ;\lal'ch ] 961 
flnd August 1962, and WII . subjected to an arm ed I1ttl1c]': in October 1962. Most 1'e-
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('f'nt l,'", in ;\[ar<:11 .196-+, the tru<:k ust'lJ for hauling supplit's and ('onstru('tion Inatt'rinb 
\\'a" "tolpn by the Viet COIlg-, and afterwards a U. 8. helicopter wa s being- used to tran~­
port supplil's. To this IH'\\';; the Carville S ia l' adds the (,Oll1lllents that the thrl'e IIlell1 -
1Jt'l's of the personnel of the leprosa riulll neal' Ban Ma Thant ('aptured by the Viet 
Con!; in the spri ng' of Hl62 had not hel'n lwa I'd frolll. 

Philippines: '1'11(' 1('I)ro'!] sill/alion.- Tn nil illterviC'w with til(' .''','/111' whil(' visitillg' 
Cal'\'illC', Dr. LC'alldro U.l'guallco, tlin,(·tor of the BurC'au of J)i s('as(' COllt1'01 ill :'Ianila. 
is l'l'portC'd as sfI,\' ing'-lws idt's 1l1l1('h e lse- that thl'rt' arC' 1l0l1' 16,000 I('prosy pati('nb 
J','gistl'l'Pll in lht' Philippill(,~, and that nnclel' til(' lllllC'Il(led reg ulations 11 ,000 of' tht'11l 
lll't' t rl'atl'd ns ()utpatil'lIts \Vhil(' f), OOO l'l'C[uire hospitlll ('a 1'(', Th( ' Cu li on Sallitariulll, 
lI'i-t-h 1,:W(J pati('lIb, is sti ll the larg'('st of' thC' H s iweial gov('rlllll('llt illstitutiolls. Oll(' 
prohiPlI1 that is i ll('I'('a "illg' ly difli('ult is til(' unwillillg ness of 1l1an~' of til(' hos pitnlizC'd 
p atients to leave the imltitntions wh('n they hecollle eligihle to do so. Of the "luxurious" 
sd-u p at CII I'I' ill e, 111' is C[uot('d as ~a.v ing, "T lih your hotel a<:('olnmodatiolls, but th e 
pati ents will n eve r \\,!lllt to 1('llVe." (The lllain article in til(' salll(' issue of the S I((I', 

headN] "Socia l / \ trophy," by the assistant editor Jim Duncan, discusses the s ituation 
at til!' Kalaupapa SdtlC'ment in Hawaii , which th e comfortahl,l' s ituated "Old Tilll ers" 
do not wish to leavl'- -a s ituation also met with at Culion and many other pla('C's 
throughout the world.) 

Fiji: Jlal:oga i Lepro",!] H O"'Jlital 10 be r/o,'ed.- Clippin g-s ['1'0111 the Fiji Tim es tell 
of 11 plan to (· Iose th e :'111 kOg'1I i Hos pital in till' ncxt two or thrce years, it is reported . 
'With l:UITent treatment the lIumber of patients has dropped frolll arounel ROO to 170 
in the pnst few years, ami the entire is land is no longer needl'd to ac('olllmodate thelll. 
,fll ~ t how the r('m llining patients should be disposed W!lS not yet deeided. 

United States: Genet,i('s and leprosy.-In a lecture at Garvi ll e Dr, 1[. vVal'lll'l' 
Kl oepfer, head of til(' Genetic Counseling Service at Tulane l ' nil'ers ity in XeIV Orleans. 
ns reported by the Stew, firs t related the rol es of the ge nes fmd chromosomes , in th e 
JIlake-up of man and hi s hel'edit,\·. Harlll ful genes are on the increase because of many 
fado)'~, one of which is improved llledical ('arc which , by lowering the denth r ate of 
P('I'SOIlS with cel'tai 11 di sC'ascs, allows them to pnss their deleterious genes to more 
offspring. If biochemis ts should be ahle to synthesize 1)1' A, it 1I1ight be poss ible to 
replace the deleteriolls genes and thus to eliminate abnorllln lities. Regarrling leprosy, such 
an abnoJ'llllllity would rf'sult in susceptihility, Studies ('onducted in s ix l'ountiC'~ in Loui s i­
IlI1a had indicated that ] of 20,000 persons had sueh a deleterious gene, and that 3 out 
of .') of thenl adua ll y contra cted the disease. Although most of' these patipnt" were ot' 
Frcnch-Canadian an('estry, by carrying the inquiry back fa r eno ug h to find common an­
('csto]'s thpse an('cstors alwa~rs proved to han been German. 

New dl'l(g (B.663) im·estigated.- The drug B.663, it derivative of 3,5-dihydro­
phenazine, according to a note in the Carville S tm', has been uncleI' trial a t the Labo­
ratory of Clinical Investigation of the National Ins titutes of Health !l t Bethesda, 
Maryland. A fat-soluble subs tan<:f', it was first tried out in experilllental tuberculosis. 
with sOllle effect and no apparent sid e effects. Lepro, y patients ( how Illany 01' what 
type is not s tated) nnder treatnlent for 10 lllonths hncl showl\ Illarked improv(,lll ent, 
and the pilot study was being eontinuecl. 

The Pllel'lo ftitlln lel)l'OSal'imn.- In an earlier issue of th e Carvil le Sial' it was 
pointed out, with documentation, that the future of the Trujillo Alto leprosariulll and 
its few remaining patients (about 15) was uncertain. Sin('e then one Puerto Rican 
new paper had said that "There is no longer n eed of a lep rosy hospital her(''' flllfl 
:,uggestpd that the Trujillo Alto illstitution be co nverted into fl hOlllc fo r delinqucn t 
g' irl s. Although tlH'l'e is need for a home for smh girl s, and although the fac·il iti es or 
Trujillo Alto are inadequate fot' its present purpose, the question still rC'lIlains: Whl1t 
will happen to th e patients s till then', Wit11 special r efe rence to those not phys icall y 
ready to be turned out (01', to u sc the government's term, " reintC'g t'ated") into society. 

Used postagl' slamps aid lepl·osy.-It is reported that a Irpl'os), f'iinic opf'rated 
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h,'" till' Sisters of' :\azarl'th at Patna, India, at whil'h flbout 1,500 patients arc secn weekl y, 
ha s ))l'PII supportpd b~' donations of used postagc s tamps fo l.' the elltirl' se\'en yeurs 
of its operatioll. Stnmps aridre:-;sed to Stalllps vel'SUS Lcpl'osy. St. .Joseph Hospital, 
Lexington , Kentlll'I,~" , ure tUl'I1ed OWl' to the mothel' house of the Sis terhood at :\"azarcth, 
Kl'ntu('I,~' , 1'01' prote~~ ing, after which they arc sold at an avera ge I'ntl' of $1.,) for :1,000. 

Venezuela: L pjll'o,<.'j ' (, lIZinl/l' 0 11 l'e1illiJi/ilalion.- It has bee II allnoulltce! that SOlll e­
tilll(' " 1H'xt spring-" tlH'l'r is to he held in CnJ'al'as a 21/2 nlonth sl'millal' on IC'I)l'Os~' I'e · 

hnhilitalion for I('pl'olog is ts, gPIJ('l'a l praetitionrl's , IIIId public· IWllith omc·('I'''; . ()ffic·inll .\· 
('ntitled " J\ COUI'Sl' on PI'l'vl'ntion of l)C'fol'lnitiC's lind Physi(·al Hl'hahilitation of 1,( . 1> !'Os.,· 
Pati('nts h.v :\on -Sul'gi('al :'IlC'thods," it is to h(' Iwld 11lHlpr the auspil'Ps of th e Pnn · 
l\ IIIl'riUlIl ll C'Hlth Ol'ganizatioll , the GoVel'nlll('IIt of' Vellczlll'la , tilt' COllllllitt(·C' on L(· p· 
rosy of thl' Intl'l'IIational Rotil't.,· 1'01' Hehahilitlltioll of' Ih(' i)isahll'(l, and ill ('()opr mtiotl 
with the Allll'ri('an Ll'j)l'm;y Mi s,.; ions and the \Vodd Hehahilitation Fund. Further 
;It't:li ls Ill:l ." Iw obt:l ined h)' arldl'essin g- . \ meri ran Leprosy :\li:-;-; ion;:;, Tl1e., 2fl7 Park 
"\ ,,('nue Routh , ~pw 'I' 01''', X. Y . 10010. 

Brazil: ,', ('1'olog!l grOIl}) at Rio .- On ReptellilJer ]9. 196:1, ll('('ol'ding' to a noh' ill 
t ilt' Bo/(' II:II rI (, /(/ Oficil/ a Sallilaria Pllnal)teriNIIllI. a g roup of S s pecialists lind 17 
oh~iI'l'\'pl's met in Hio rle Janeiro undel' the auspices of that Offit:e to deal with th c 
spl'/·ifi(· pl'ohll'lIls l'elnted to the ;:;prolog y of lepl'osy. The subj pets dpl1lt with we1'e 
g'ronppd uncll'r three thenl(''';: (]) Srrolog iC' s tatus during the continuous production 
of alltig-rns anel antiboelips in lepromatous ll'pl'osy ; (2) R(' rolog ic id pntifif'ation 01' 
bar-il'riologicall y pos itive persons « ·arl'iers ) without visiblc ('uta npoIlS Il'siollf; ; and 
(3) Jel l'ntification of antigell "; in ill-elefinl'd and sus picious lesions. (This obviously rcfe l's 
to tht' d('sig llateel third SllbCOllllllittec of the panel on bacteriology a ll el imlllunology o f 
til(' lntt' l'natioml l Cong l'pss of Lepl'osy, held in Rio de J anciro at the ti llle indi('ateel , 
of which g roup no repOl-t hilS been seen.) 

United Kingdom: Milis ion to L ep e1's' anni ve1·Mo·y.- 'J'his organization , found cd 
in 1874 primari ly to pl'ovide r elief f or Ind ia's leprosy victims, is r eported to have 
eelrbl'fltccI its 90th a nniver. al'y Ifl st OctobrJ'. Special sel'viees werc held in Engll1nrl , 
Seotland, Canacla, fllld tl1c Unitecl Stntes- wh r r c, i)] New York in ]911, a (,Ollllnittec 
was ('l'l'l1ted fro lll whirl! ha ,.; g rown thc presrnt ol'ganization l'enanlerl til(' .\ lll('riran 
.Lepro. y Missions. 

aillJ e l'tl/~ Ang7it'l l;; On 7ep·l'osy.- Gi lbert, of England, wa s one of " hanc]ful of 
ph~'s i (' i all s in that country who prepllred manuscri pts on medi cinc that wcr e of suffi ­
(·ient sig nificancc to hold thr attrntion of the profession into the fo ll owing ('cntu l'i r s, 
althougll it has no standing' with medical hi storians . His ]11o t fnmou s produc-t, 11(·('onl· 
ing to a his tori('al cditor ial in th e J.A.M.A. , was hi s Compenclium Medicinn e which 
appfll'ently was composcd in flbout 1240 but not pl'inted until 1510, in Lyon, a s a book 
of 72~ pagrs. It covers a host of subj ects, among which leprosy wa s one. To quote : 

Gi lhel't's consideration of leprosy attributes thc disease to heredity, a co]'rupt diet. 
foul ai]" thc breath of fI lepe]', oj' cohabitation with a woman who had been pl'omiscuous 
with lppc]'~ . A Ilesthesia of th c fin gers and toes, ntrophy of th e skin, an(l disto r tion of' 
the joints of the hands a nd fpct, werc rccol'ded liS symptoms of thc disease. Then' 
\\'(,I'e foul' vnl'ictie~ : elephllntifl , leonina, t~'ria , and a lopC(·ia. 

Congo: P1'o iJlclII s of medical ed!lcot ion .- Thc idea that medical wOJ'k in th e Congo 
(·onsists mainly of isolated station whel'e missionary cloctors and nurses perform 
"unbelievablc 0pcl'ations under thc most primitivc conditions" is no longcr wholly true. 
Xrvertheless, f rom thc point of vicw of the Congo CVCl' lwing able to mcct its own 
11l'eds, "the situation is sad, evcn desperatc." This i: from a long lettcr from Dr. R. B. 
" "hite, at the Institut lV[edi('lIl Evangcliquc in Killlpe c, which appeared in th e Tl·Op. 
Meel. ,c· .7Jygiel1 e N ews la st l<'chl'uaJ'Y. Thc topirs treatcd arc: ' Vhnt is the situation ? 
(Of the 360 doctors, only 4 or 5 are Congolese, with 40 mol'c to J'etul'n soon frolll 
training on acceleratcd pl'og'l'alll in Fmncc; simi la],ly thl'],c a]'e f ew other personnel 
of thc vnrious grades.) What is being donc ? vVhnt arc the problelll s? (Thcfirst:3 of 7 
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i tcm, discussed ~re poli tic, govern ment, and incompetence,) " ' hat of the f uture? 
(This is not too bright ; under the best of conditions this eountr)" lind many others, 
will need outside help fo t' at least another generation. ) 

WlIO : .7I eodqll o l' te!','i rons t!'1£ction adtance c1 .- Th e traditi onal bouquet ma rking 
('ompletion of the main constmct ion of the new WHO building in Geneva wa;; placed 
on the stl'uctm'e during sp ecial ce remonies in July, according to a WHO press release, 
The building will be completed hy the end of 1965. 

P E RSONALS 

PnOF, OE:R l-fARD DO'HAGK, discoverer of Prontosil , the first of the sulfo nalllides which 
led to the di covel'y of the ulfones, di ed on April 24, A Nobel prize winll cr , he " ' Il S 

prevented by political circumstances f rom accepting the awal'd until af ter the las t war, 
H e then received the gold medal but the p ri ze money "eluded him " (Brit. M ed, J. ) 
heeause by that time, according to rules, it had heen returned to the general f und . 

DR. Tsu~'EO I NA:arr, acting chief of the Airaku-en lepl'osariulIl in Okinawa, spent 
six months in dermatology studies at the WaJter Reed H ospital in Washington, D. C., 
after which he visited the Carville leprosarium for three weeks, observing the technics 
in use there, 

D R, C. K. J OB, medica l superintendent of the Wm, J ay Schieffelin Sanitorium, 
K nl'igiri , outh India, and his wife were recently honored by a luncheon given by til(' 
Ameri can Lepro y Mi.'s ions in New York. H e had spent several months in England 
doing l'esearch under a Royal Society g rant, f ollowed by a period in the United State ' 
under a Rockefell er F oundation grant to observe r esearch at several of the country's 
leading institution . 

DR .. EDGAR B. J OHN W I CK , medical officer in charge of the U. S . F ederal Leprosariu m 
at Carvi ll e, La., was awarded, last June, a Meritorious Service Medal, with citation, 
by the surgeon,general of the United States Public H ealth Servi ce. 

DR. H ARI P AUTJ, for sixteen years medical superintendent of the Lady Willingdon 
Leprosy Settl ement (now the Sanitorium of the Central Leprosy Institute) at Tirumani, 
Chinglep ut, Madras, aged 52, died , uddenly of a heart attack on August 30, 1964. 

DR. Roy P FALTZGRAFF, for some twenty years a medical missionary in Northern 
Nigeria , superintendent of the Garkida leprosal'ium and government leprosy officeI.' 
of two provinces, now on f urlough fr om that post, has been appointed for a year 's 
serviee at the F ederal Leprosarium at Carvill e, Louisiana, as Chief of Rehabilitation. 

DR. OLAF K. SKI)<SNES, of the Department of P athology, University of Chicago, 
has recentl y made a three-months tour for leprosy study of Hawaii, Japan, K orea, 
Taiwan and Hong K ong, partly to survey for the American Leprosy Missions the work 
under way in those p laces, and partly to conduct studies of the pathology of leprosy 
at the University of H ong K ong. 

i\JR . ~IARGARE'I' B. WILSON, since 1959 librarian at the F ederal Leprosarium, Cal'­
ville, La., has r psigned f rom that p osition and accepted one as medical libra rian at the 
Vetera n~ Administration H ospital in Bedford , Mass. 


