
102 Int (' 1'/lOtio liol J Oll1'llOl of 1~ ep1'osy 196fi 

ill thc hurnall face. Hut cvcn thc lattcl', a s witll css som c of thc "before 
alld aftrl''' illu stra tion s occa sionally puhli shed, is am cnabl c to trcat ­
mCllt. 

"Vhat is rcally to be r cgrctted, as far as th c mcdical practice anLl 
th e ultimatc conquest of lcpl'osy arc concern ed, is thc r clativc unpopu­
lal'ity of leprosy as a choice fol' profcss ional specialization. rl'his is 
a mattel' of merc practi cal ity. In most communitics of thc "\Vcs t, if 
not in th e I ~; a s t, 10))l'os)' is so illfr0qu ellt as not to appeal to Y OUl IS!,' 

phys iciaw, with amhition , tal ent and spccial skill. A wcalth of matel'iFtl 
for study allcl thc illtri guing leads furni sh0d hy collatcral science, not 
to mentioll th c emo lum0nts of a h0avy and successful practi ce, direct 
them to speciali zation in canCN, hea I't di sease, acute infection s, endo ­
crinology, and a dozen oth er suhjects. 

Lep l'osy practi ce ann reseal'ch could well US0 more of that talellt 
and skill. It will in evitably obtain som e of it. rrhe more it securcs, 
thc clos0r soci0ty wi ll com c to thatid 0al outcom e visualized by Skin snes 
in the ,'eries of arti cles to whi ch r efel' encc is madc. As in thc case of 
other di seascs, control will I'es t ultimately on the tra ining and dcvotion 
of an adequate Humhel' of competcnt profcss ional workers. Social 
f'0cogn ition of th eir accomplishment, with r0moval of all opprohl'ium, 
will thcll come as a matter of course. 

-]~sMo~n R. Lo~(; 

MEDICAL L E XrCOG RAPHY 

Thc matter of intel'l1ational coHaboration in the ficld of medical 
lexicography is the subject of a r ecent issue of the N ews Bulletin of the 
C I O}\fS (Council for International Or~'anization s of M ed ical Sciences ) . 
rrh c prohlcm is, to quote, th e chaot ic statc of medical terminolop,T , 
which has hecom e an ohstacle to the communication of ideas and Ow 
progress of r esearch. T ens of thousands of synonym s are in fairly 
widespread use ; for example, there arc 37 for alcukemic leukcmia, and 
]72 for Candid,a, (( lbicans . Consequ ently, it is often very difficult if not 
impossible to find out the concepts represented by word s used; medical 
translations are full of errors; and medical terminology is deteriorat­
ing in all th e wid ely-used lang·uages. 

Several organizntion s are li sted, in cludin~' CTOMS itself, that havl' 
heen active in the fi eld of scientific terminoloQ,'y, with Sllccess in som e 
in stances and with progr ess in others. On the other hand, some so­
cicties have set up f< pecial committees which would meet dLlrin~' an 
international COIH~,],CSS and then, at the next congr ess some years later, 
it would be found that EttIe progress ha(l heen made, becau se of lack 
of fund s 01' lack of a dedicated man, or hecause of endless discuss ion 
over the definition s of a few particularl y controver sial t erm s. 

'rhe present sit.uation i. r egard ed as un satisfactory because (a) far 
too many organization s have r emained indiffcr ent to th e p rohlem, 
although only intel'national organization s will hc able to gain agr ec-
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lllOllt 011 C()]lLl'ov C' l' s ial te rmi llolog ic qu estions ; 01' (b) work has heen 
earried out hy illdivicluah-i, Hccol'clill g' to diffe ring principles and 
crit C' J'ia ; 01' ( c ) result s hav e appea r ed on ly ill r:; pecialized journals, 
anel r emain virtually unl<nown 1-0 the gelleral medical and scientific 
public. HC'fel'CllCe should be made to the original publication for an ­
swer to the qucst ion s what cou ld be done, and how. 1 

Jt ma y be suggested that, although th e :fi eld is r elatively small , the 
rn te l'lwtionul .Lep rosy Association mi ght" well take action in thi s 
mattC' l'. rr'hel'e is not a little cOll fu sion in th e t crminology nsed in 
lcprosy, alld not infrcquently it is impossible to tell precisely what 
cond itioll a writer is describing . A limited attempt to set up a glossary 
(som e of it not acceptable 1l0W), wa s maclC' by th e L eonard ' Vooel 
Memoria l Houml Tahl e held in Manila in 1931, hut the subsequent 
inte rllatiollal congr esses on leprosy have avoided the matter . 

It would prohahly he well to adopt the r ecommendation s of CrOMS 
tha t the :first pha se of the opcration , i .e., the drawing up of a list of 
t erms to be defin C' d should he entrusted to two or three quali:fi ed (and 
dedicated) per son s rather than to a larg C' committee. Thi s move might 
))(' initiated at once through executive action hy mean s of a postal 
r eferendum of tlw Council , without waiting until th e next cong ress to 
whi ch t110 mattC'r would he suhmittC'Cl for furth er actioll. 

- H. VV. ' VADE 
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