NEWS AND NOTES

Information concerning institutions, organizations, and individuals
comnected with leprosy work, scientific or other meectings, legislative
enactments and other matters of interest.

DAMIEN-DUTTON AWARD, 1964

Dr. Roserr (. Cocuraxe of Loudon, technical medical advisor
for American Leprosy Missions for eleven years and a member of its
medical consultative committee jointly sponsored with The Mission to
Lepers, and currently Acting President of the International Leprosy
Association, was honored at Carville, La., on November 11, 1964 for his
outstanding contributions in the field of leprosy. At special ceremonies
in the U. S. Public Health Serviee Hospital attended by publie dig-
nitaries, hospital staff and patients, he received the 12th Damien-
Dutton Award for 1964. 1t was presented by Howard Crouch, director
of the Society, which provides funds for Catholie leprosy work. Among
the many messages of tribute and congratulations to Dr. Cochrane
was a personal message from Lyndon B. Johnson, President of the
United States.

DAMIEN-DUTTON AWARD, 196D

The Damien-Dutton Award for 1965 was made to'the late President
John F. Kennedy of the United States, in memoriam. The Award was
presented at a luncheon meeting, sponsored by the Damien-Dutton
Society, at the Rutgers University Commons, New Brunswick, New
Jersey, on January 31, 1965, in ceremonies marking the Twelfth World
Day for Leprosy Sufferers. The Award was presented by His Kxeel-
leney, the Most Reverend George W. Ahr, Bishop of Trenton, N. .J,,
and accepted for the Kennedy family by the Honorable Edward .J.
Patten, member of the United States House of Representatives. Presi-
dent Kennedy was named, posthumously, for the award because of
his interest in the world-wide control of leprosy and support of World
Leprosy Day.

LEPROSY IN QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA

The report of Medical Supervision of Hansen's Disease, by Dr.
M. H. Gabriel, for the financial year 1963-64 veveals a relatively low
rate of turn-over in admissions and discharges of leprosy patients
in the white population, and a somewhat higher rate in the colored
population, although in comparison with figures from other regions
the latter rate was still relatively low. In view of the fact that florid
cases were still found in young people it appeared evident that not
as much progress had been made in the control of leprosy in the
colored population as in the white.

A review of leprosy in Queensland after 17 years of sulfone treat-
ment showed ““profound effects,”” as set forth in a table indicating a
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steady reduetion in the number of cases treated sinee 1946, and a corre-
sponding incerease in the length of life of treated patients. In the presul-
fone days prolonged isolation was the rule, and relapse was not in-
frequent. At present relatively few patients remain in isolation, and
reactivation is rare. The basie drug regimen is combined treatment
with dapsone, diethyl-dithiolisophthalate and methimazole.

PILOT LEPROSY CONTROL PROJECFE IN MALAWI

Successtul treatment of leprosy was made possible by the intro-
duetion of the sulfones, but results have been disappointing in mass
ambulatory schemes hecause of a number of factors including (a) fail-
ure of most schemes to find cases and keep them under surveillance,
(b) tendeney of patients to hide their discase, in order to avoid pro-
longed treatment, (¢)failure of ambulatory projects to ensure regular
treatment, and (d) absence of adequate laboratory facilities. Recent
advances in leprosy research, together with the results of carefully
controlled trials by the Medieal Research Cfouncil in Great Britain, led
the Medical Committee of LIXPRA to consider that a Pilot Leprosy
Control Project designed to control leprosy in an area with 10,000
untreated cases should be set up to prove that leprosy can be con-
trolled and to show how this can best be done,

The project will be under the eentral direetion of LIEPRA's Medi-
cal Committee, which can eall on the Leprosy Committee of the MRC
and WHO for advice. It will be under the personal direction of Dr.
Gordon Currie, a leprologist with extensive knowledge of the Malawi
people and their Jangnage. The project will proceed with (a) extensive
propaganda to explain its aims, (&) comprehensive case finding surveys
and close surveillanee of contacts, (¢) out-patient treatment supervised
by mobile teams, with hospitalization of severe reaction cases and
those requiring surgery or specialist treatment, (4) BCG as a pro-
tective vaceine for child contacts, (¢) reconstructive surgery, physio-
therapy and occupational therapy for advanced cases, (f) training
of nationals in leprosy control and laboratory work, and (g) incorpora-
tion of facilities for research and use of the project to test new drugs.

The project has been endorsed by WHO and assured of the per-
sonal interest and support of Dr. Banda, the Prime Minister. Permis-
sion has been given for the erection of hospital buildings on the grounds
of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Blantyre, thus putting leprosy at
the center of the country 's medical service instead of in the background.
The capital required to set up the project has been promised, and the
undersigned are convinced that, given the necessary money (estimated
at £50,000 per annum for seven to ten years) the projeet will achieve
its objeet, thus making a major impact on the world fight against
leprosy. (From communication fo the IJL by R. J. W. Rees, Chairman,
Medieal Committee of the British Leprosy Relief Association; National
Institute for Medical Research, and J. R. Innes; Medical Secretary of
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the British Leprosy Relief Association; Seeretary-Treasurer of the
International Leprosy Association. Editor’s Note: Both Dr. Rees and
Dr. Innes are members of the WHO Advisory Panel on Leprosy.)

AMERICAN LEPROSY MISSIONS CONFERENCES SCHEDULED FOR 1965

American Leprosy Missions® News notes the following conferences
scheduled for 1965: The sixth annual leprosy seminar jointly sponsored
by American Leprosy Missions and the United States Public Health
Service will be held at the USPHS Hospital at Carville, April 22-28.
Some forty mission workers from all denominations are expected to
attend the sessions, which will be led by outstanding specialists inelud-
ing Dr. Paul W. Brand of The Mission to Lepers and Dr. Roy K.
Ptaltzgraff, Church of the Brethren missionary at Garkida, now acting
Chief of Rehabilitation at Carville during his furlough.

In May, American Leprosy Missions will sponsor a two weeks
course at the Kimpese medical institute for leprosy workers in the
(‘fongo. Dr. Stanley (. Browne of Uzuakoli, Nigeria, will lead the
course. He will also make a special survey for ALM of the leprosy
ineidence among the thousands of Angolan refugees who have settled
near Kimpese.

The Third Pan-Pacific Conference on Rehabilitation in Tokyo,
April 13-17, sponsored by the International Society.for Rehabilitation
of the Disabled. ALM will send as its representatives Dr. John Kd-
wards of Moulmein, Burma, Dr. Y. B. Park and Dr. K. Kim of Taegu,
Korea, and Dr. K. Saikawa of Tainan, Taiwan.

A two and a half month seminar on leprosy rehabilitation, begin-
ning on May 1 in Venezuela. Titled ““A Course on Prevention of De-
formities and Physical Rehabilitation of Leprosy Patients by Non-
Surgical Methods,” the conference is sponsored by the Pan American
Health Organization, the Government of Venezuela and the Interna-
tional Society for Rehabilitation of the Disabled in cooperation with
American Leprosy Missions and the World Rehabilitation Fund.—
(ALM News, February 1965.)

DR. 0. W. HASSELBLAD 'S ASIA SURVEY TRIP

Dr. Oliver W. Hasselblad, President of American Leprosy Mis-
sions, who has recently visited various regions in Africa in the interest
of leprosy surveys and integration of leprosy programs, has been
scheduled to spend January and February in India, Vietnam, the Phil-
ippines and Okinawa, visiting ALM-supported treatment centers, con-
ferring with mission and public health officials, and surveying new
areas of need.

In India, he will spend some time in Bombay in discussions with
Dr. N. H. Antia, whose research into nerve lesions under the auspices
of the Vocational Rehabilitation Administration has received some help
from ALM. He will visit the Kondhwa Hospital in Poona, where Dr,
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Antia has developed a remarkable surgical program and where Miss
Wyva Hasselblad made a survey last year of rehabilitation needs.
Among ALM-supported centers on Dr. Hasselblad’s itinerary in India
are the American Marathi Mission Leprosy Control Center at Satara,
the Schieffelin Leprosy Research Sanatorium at Karigiri, Christian
Medical College at Vellore, Sendder Memorial Hospital in Ranipet,
the mobile elinie program at Wandiwish, and St. Luke's Hospital at
Peikulam. Other visits include Bethesda Hospital at Ambur, Central
Leprosy lustitute at Chingleput, the Belgian work at Polambakkam
and the Nagpur Medical College Hospital. A three-week stay in the
Philippines will mark his first visit to sce the work of the Philippine
Leprosy Mission in the eight government leprosarvia.—(ALM News.
[February 1965.)

VIth BIENNIAL CONFERENCE OF THE INDIAN ASSOCIATION
OF LEPROLOGISTS

Janvary 185-10, 1065

The VIth Biennial Conterence of the Indian Association of Leprol-
ogists was held in Madras, South India, 18-19 January 1965. There
was broad representation of leprologists from centers of leprosy
investigation in India and other countries. Neientifie sessions were
devoted to the following subjeets: (1) Aeute exacerbations in leprosy:
(2) Geneties in leprosy: (3) Plantar uleers and corrective surgery:
(4) Chemotherapy of leprosy; (5) Borderline leprosy: (6) Physical
medicine in leprosy: (7) Kxperimental studies in leprosy.

The VIth Biennial Conference of the Association was followed
by the IXth All India Leprosy Workers Conference, which ineluded
sessions on (1) Soecial aspeets, including rehabilitation; (2) Health
education, and (3) Leprosy control. Its present status and suggestions
for future work.

SYMPOSIUM ON LEPROSY, BOMBAY, INDIA

February 20 to Mareh 1, 1965

Notice has been received by T Jourxawn of a symposium, Febru-
ary 26 to March 1, 1965, on various aspects of leprosy, held under the
auspices of the University of Bombay at the J. J. Group of Hospitals
in that city. The symposium was organized by the following groups:
The Tata Department of Plastic Surgery; the Projeets on Nerve
Studies and Rehabilitation in Leprosy of the Voeational Rehabilitation
Administration of the U. S. Public Health Service: and the TCMR
Neuropathology Unit. It was scheduled to be convened by R. G. Coch-
rane, advisor in leprosy to the Ministry of Health, Great Britain,
visiting secientist to the above named groups, and Acting President of
the International Leprosy Association. The scheduled opening address
was given by Dr. R. V. Sathe, Viee-Chancellor of the University. The
speakers, in addition to those named, included Miss N. B. Shah (socio-
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economic problems), Dr. 1. D. Sanghavi (genetie factors), Dr. Mrs.
Shanta Rao (antigenicity of M. leprae), Dr. Mrs. K. .J. Ranadive (ex-
perimental studies), Dr. D. K. Dastur (neuropathology), Dr. Miss S. (.
Divekar (electrophysiology), Dr. B. M. Braganca (biochemistry), Dr.
N. C. Desai (differential diagnosis), Dr. N. Figueredo (infeetion and
chemoprophylaxis), Dr. Paul W. Brand (uleeration of the feet), Dr.
(i. S. Ahern (surgery of the hand), Dr. W. M. Lennox (surgery of foot,
deformities), Mr. H. D. Pavri (rehabilitation), and Dr. J. (', Schroff
and Dr. Hugh Johnson as discussants.

RENEWED INTEREST IN THE FORMER LEPROSY COLONY ON
PENIKESE ISLAND,MASSACHUSETTS

Publicity has been given through several media, ineluding the Star
- = s

of Carville, La. to the leprosy colony that was maintained many vears
ago on Penikese Island in Buzzards Bay, some 18 miles off the Massa-
chusetts coast. This was one of two leprosaria maintained in the USA
at the time, the other heing ““The louisiana Leper Home,” now the
U.S. Public Health Service Hospital at Carville. Both the Massachu-
setts Physician and the Boston Herald have paid attention to recent
researches of Dr. I. Rondolf Philbrook on this institution. An excerpt
from a “Report of the Committee on Publiec Health and National
Quarantine of the United States Senate,”” entitled *fCare and Treat-
ment of Persons Afflicted with Leprosy,” published in 1916, is of in-
terest in this connection. The item (statement of Dr. F. H. Parker,

Superintendent of the C'olony to the Senate Committee) reads:
“Commencing with our leper history in Massachusetts, we have no authentic record of
any lepers previous to 1882, Sinee then we have had 30 eases, representing 11 different
nationalities, namely, 4 Chinese, 1 Japanese, 1 Swede, 3 British West Indians, 6 Cape de Verde
Islanders, 2 Russian (Lettieh), 4 Russians (Hebrews), 2 Greeks, 1 Ttalian, 1 Syrian, 4
Americans, and 1 unknown. There were 23 males, 6 females, and 1 unknown: 15 were single,
9 married, 1 widow, and 1 widower. In 4 the civil status was unknown. Nine were known

to have children with whom they had been living since the onset of the disease. Three were

mariners or in some form followers of the sea, 6 were outdoor laborers, 3 laundrymen, 2

cooks, 1 painter, 1 brush maker, 1 factory hand, 2 clerks, 1 dishwasher, 3 housewives, 2 do-

mestics, 1 student, and 1 teacher. The oceupation of 3 was not ascertained. In 3 of these
cases the disease took the anesthetic form, in 2 the type would be most accurately defined as
“mixed,” and 23 cases exhibited the tubercular form; in 2 of the early eases the record fails
to show the form of the disease. With the exception of one case, the history of which is un-
known, these patients were either immigrants or showed a history of travel and sojourn in
foreign countries or districts where leprosy is more or less prevalent.”

The Massachusetts colony was active from 1905 to 1921. In the
latter yvear the remaining patients were transferred to Carville. An
informative account of its history, entitled **The Penikese Story. From
Bird Sanctuary to HD Haven and Back to the Beginning Again,’’ was
given in the Star for March-April 1962,

SAN FRANCISCO OUTPATIENT CLINIC CELEBRATES FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

On Thursday, January 21, 1965, the Leprosy Clinic of the U.S.
Public Health Service Hospital, San Francisco, celebrated its fifth
anniversary. The Clinie began from an idea of Dr. Paul Fasal, Con-
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sultant in Leprosy to the ULS, Publie Health Serviee and to the State
of Calitornia Department of Publiec Health. Dr. Fasal is presently
Director of the Clinie, assisted by Dr. Louis Levy, Assistant Chief
of Medicine at the Public Health Service Hospital. The Clinie was
begun with 15 patients residing in the Bay Area, most of whom had
previously been patients at the U.S. Publiec Health Service Hospital
in Carville, Louisiana, the only hospital in the continental United
States for the care of leprosy patients. The need for the Clinie, and
its suecess, may bhe judged by the continuouns inerease in the number
of patients served. During the past five years, a total of 135 patients
with leprosy have been seen. Most of the patients have been residents
of the Bay Area, but some have come from other parts of California
and from neighboring states, and some have come from other ecountries.
Many patients with suspected leprosy have been referred to the Clinie,
where another diagnosis was established; these patients have been
returned to their referring physicians for the necessary eare. Thus,
although it was originally planmed to serve as a follow-up facility for
patients discharged to the Bay Area from Carville, the Leprosy Clinie
at the San Franeisco Public Health Service Hospital has become a
center for diagnosis and ambulatory treatment of leprosy. The Clinie
has also served an important educational funetion. Because leprosy is
not common in this country, and because it is not often considered as a
diagnostic possibility by many physicians, it is frequently not diagnosed
in its early stages, and many years may elapse before the correct
diagnosis is established. In order to make the practicing physician
more aware of leprosy, patient demonstrations and leetures have been
held at this hospital, at the two nearby medical schools, and at two
national medical meetings. This program has resulted in an inereasing
number of patient-referrals from physicians who have attended the
demonstrations. (News Release from the United States Publiec Health
Serviee.)
PAHO FIGURES ON LEPROSY MORTALITY

In a recent supplement to the Boletin de la Oficina Sanitaria Pan-
americana entitled ‘‘Las Condiciones de Salud en las Americas 1961-
1962*" (Supplement Vol. LVIII, No. 1, January 1965) figures are given
for the mortality from infectious and other diseases in the Americas in
the two years named. The greatest numbers of deaths recorded for
leprosy were in Brazil (377 deaths in 1961 in the state of Sao Paulo
and cities of Recife and Rio de Janeiro; rate/10,000, 2.1), and Colombia
(130 deaths recorded provisionally for 1961; rate /10,000, 0.9). In a
few other places rates were higher, but the total number of deaths
was relatively low. The total number of hospitals for leprosy patients
in the Americas was recorded as 81 ;38 of these were listed as in Brazil.

ANNUAL REPORT OF DIRECTOR, PAHO, 1963
Leprogy Prevalence
The Annual Report of the Director of the Pan American Health
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Organization, Regional Office of the WHO, carries figures for 1963,
which are worth recording in Tur Jourxar (see Tables 9 and 10),
although it is recognized that numerous inaceuracies and inadequacies
exist in collection of the basic data. The Director noted that 167,038
cases of leprosy were on record in active registers as of 31 December
1963, only 89,861 of which were listed as under active supervision.

The Director ealled attention to a steady change toward abolish-
ment of compulsory isolation, and replacement, where appropriate, by
voluntary hospitalization and ambulatory instead of institutional treat-
ment. In the Americas, leprosy control has come to be accepted as a
regular activity of public health services. The Director’s Report
carries a review and assessment of leprosy control activities in indi-
vidual countries.

NEWS ITEMS

Mexico: The Mevican Society of Dermatology.—This Soeiety will hold its Third
Congress in the eity of Monterrey, Nueva Ledn, Mexico, from October 13 to 16, 1965,
under the presidency of Dr. Juventura Gonzalez B. The Secretary of the Society is
Dr. Franeisco Xavier Olivares H. Themes to be discussed inelude (a) ocenpational
dermatology, (b) syphilis, (¢) collagen disease, (d) ecutaneous oncology, (¢) myecoses,
and (f) leprosy. For further information inquiry should be direeted to The Seervetary,
Ensenada 209 Ote. Col. Mitras, Monterrey, N. L., Mexico, '

Dominican Republic: The Patronato de Lucha Contra la Lepra—The Patronato
founded in July 1963 in the eity of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, has had
18 months of intensive activity. This organization, made up of women dedieated to the
medico-social eare of leprosy patients and their families, is under the presidency of
Senora Carolina de Bogaert. Drs. Huberto Bogaert Diaz and Guillermo Herrera serve
as medical advisors. Material is prepared for newspapers, radio and television, inform-
ing the publie on leprosy and ereating a sympathetie attitude toward leprosy patients.
The organization also provides certain services and supplies, and has been instrumental
in the construction of three cottages for leprosy patients, old persons and invalids with
permanent deformities.

In January 1965, under the auspices of the patronato de Lucha Contra la Lepra,
Professors Fernando Latapi and Amado Sail of Mexico City lectured on dermatology
before University and medical society audiences in Santo Domingo. Their lectures are
said to have been of speeial value not only for physicians and medical students, but
also for the publie in removing existing prejudice against leprosy. At the present time
construetion is being completed in the Dominiean Republie for a Dermatological In-
stitute, Among its activities will be dingnostic and treatment facilities for leprosy.

United Kingdom: World Day for Leprosy Sufferers—In connection with the World
Day for Leprosy Sufferers January 31, 1965, a press conference was held in St. Brides
Church, London, Wednesday, January 27, Arvranged hy the Editorial Secretary of The
Mission to Lepers, the conference was sponsored by LEPRA (The British Leprosy Relief
Association), St. Franeis Leper Guild, The Home of St. Giles, The Order of Charity
and The Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem, The Chairman was Group Captain G.
Leonard Cheshire, V.C. Brief addresses were given by Dr. Krnest Muir, Viee President
of The Mission to Lepers, and Hon, Medical Advisor to LEPRA, and Dr. T. Frank Davey,
formerly ehief leprosy specialist to the Nigerian Government. Press reports were given
in many London and provineial newspapers and magazines. Radio interviews were given
for the British Broadeasting overseas service. This is the first oceasion in which English
groups devoted to leprosy service have collaborated in this way and it is hoped that
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vear by year elose relationship with the press will he made through similar conterences.

N. D, Fraser.

Mission to Lepers—On the oceasion of its 90th anniversary celebration in London
on October 1, 1964, the Couneil of The Mission to Lepers announced the intention of
recommending a change in the name of the Organization. The new title recommended
by the Couneil is “Christian Leprosy Mission.” The change will be voted on at the
next Annual Meeting of Members to be held in London on May 4, 10965,

United States: ALM program.—American Leprosy Missions, in its News issued in
Fehruary 1965, reviewed part of its program in the following note: Through the years
American Leprosy Missions has financed the construetion of some of the major leprosy
centers in the world, The speetacular medieal and surgieal advanees of the last two decades,
however, have radically changed the coneepts of leprosy management and demand highly
specialized and varied medical knowledge and skills. To meet this need Ameriean Leprosy
Missions now emphasizes the reeruitment of urgently needed, spiritually motivated
workers, and their training in surgery, physiotherapy and all aspeets of leprosy treat-
went. This training is given at the Schieffelin Sanatorium in Karigiri, India, at an annual
orientation seminar in Carville, La., and by means of short-term courses directed by
ALM’s medieal consultants in strategic areas in Asia and Africa. Dr. R. (G, Cochrane's
Leprosy Research Unit, jointly supported by ALM and The Mission to Lepers, also
provides an effective dingnostie and teaching center for mission workers passing through
London,

Hawaii: Closing of Special Dermatology Clinie. — The Special Dermatology  Clinie
of the Department of Health, State of Hawaii, Honolulu, was closed on August 1, 1964
and the direct management of the Hansen’s Disease Outpatient and Consultant Serviees
assumed by Dr. Ira D. Hirschy, Exeeutive Officer, Communicable Disease Division, De-
partment of Health,

Change in program for leprosy control—Outpatient serviees for released Hansen's
disease patients were reorganized in July 1964 with discontinuation of the elinies prev-
iously held twice a week, and assignment of all ontpatients to private physicians for
medieal supervision and treatment. An annual review is made by a leprologist, to note
progress, revise treatment schedules, and determine the need for further surveillance.
Special elinies are held oceasionally for examination of groups of contacts. Both the
routine medical supervision, which involves monthly examinations, and the consulting
services by leprologists, are obtained on a fee-for-serviee basis, The following medical
serviees are in effect on this basis: Dr, Hagrry L. Arxorn, Jr., has served as leprologist
since May 1, 1964, for the islands of Kauai, Maui, Molokai, and Lanai and provides
consultative services for Hansen's disease treatment at Kalanpapa Settlement, Molokai;
Dr. Cravpe V. CArvER serves as consultant on the island of Oahu and as consultant in
Hansen's disease for Hale Mohalu Hospital. Dr. Hagonp M., JoHNSON serves as con-
sultant in the Hansen's disease program on the island of Hawaii. He holds elinies on
this island and acts as consultant for the diagnosis of new cases or suspeets referred
on or from the island of Hawaii,

Africa: Republic of the Congo—Dr. Helen Roseveare, of the Worldwide Evangelisa-
tion Campaign, who was in charge of a hospital and leprosy treatment center at
Nehobongo in the Congo is reported safe and well after returning to her home in Kent.
Her story is reported as similar to that of many other white people, caught up in
the strife between rebel and government forees, and subjected to atrocities, Many did
not survive, “Onee the eountry is stabilized again the medieal services will have to be
vebuilt from serateh,” Dr. Roseveare emphasized. “Meantime two million people are
heing faced with epidemies and disease. In this territory there are more people suffering
from leprosy than anywhere else. There are no drug supplies left. There are now
10,000 sufferers without treatment.”—N. D. FRASER.

India: Leprosy film in West Bengal.—The Mission to Lepers, as reported in “With-
out the Camp” (Jan.-March 1965) has sponsored the production of a sound /color film
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of the Mission in West Bengal. The film was shot at Purulia. Dr. Ernest Muir was a
guest in the hospital at the time and he, with members of the present day staff, appears
in the filn.

Malaysia: Sungei Buloh Leprosarinm.—The Researeh Unit at Sungei Buloh Lepro-
sarinm has inereased its activity in the past vear, as Dr. J. M. H. Prearsox has joined
the Unit as Assistant Research Officer, In addition to the drug trials still heing carried
out in the Unit, and studies on the geneties of leprosy, the tuberculin test and its
conversion, and sulfone blood levels, the work has recently been expanded to inelude
investigations on the first cases of Mycobaeterivm wleerans infection rveported from
South-Kast Asia. The Unit has had many visitors recently, ineluding Dr. R, J. W, Rees
from -the National Institute for Medieal Research, England, Professor M. Nishiura aud
Dr. K. Toda from the Leprosy Research Laboratory, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan,
Dr, Chaisiri Kettanurak from the Leprosy Control Division, Bangkok, Thailand, and
Dr. Henning Schmidt from the Department of Dermatology, University of Copenhagen,
Denmark.

Sarawak: The Rujah Charles Brooke Memorial Hospital for Leprosy.—Sinee the
departure of Mr. MeGregor the Hospital, which is situated just outside Kuching in
the first provinee of Sarawak, has been without a Superintendent. Mr. Generawi bin Mok
has been Aecting Superintendent during this time. At the request of the Malaysian
Ministry of Health, Dv, J. . S, Pettit from Sungei Buloh Leprosarvium studied the
leprosy control program in the Sarawak, and certain modifieations have been instituted,
which will ensure that patients arve encouraged to veturn to their homes at an earlier
date than had previously been found possible. It is hoped that in the future a study
may be made of the incidence of leprosy in the different ethnie groups in Sarawak.

WHO: Erpert Committee on Leprosy—The Expert Committee on Leprosy of the
World Health Organization will meet in Geneva, Switzerland 27 July—2 August 1965,
The provisional agenda eall for a review of technical poliey in leprosy with respect to
epidemiology and associated disciplines, diagnosis and elassification, therapy, and
control measures including medieal technies, training, health edueation, and social, legal
and administrative measures. Rehabilitation will be diseussed, and consideration will he
given to the present status of research in mierobiology, immunology, pathology, diag-
nosis, therapy, chemoprophyvlaxis, and epidemiology.

PERSONALS

Dr. Davip Canmppery, preceding his journey to Easter Island, where he expeets to
spend two years as a delegate of the Chilean Navy Force, was recently in Argentina
for training in leprosy work at the Sanatorio Sommer. Easter Island has 30 leprosy
patients, living in a closed community, A commission of geneticists of the WHO studied
them a few months ago.

Dr. K. R. CuarrerJeg has returned to India after five vears' stay at the National
Institute for Medical Research in London. His present address is ¢/o Ramakrishna
Mission Boys Home, P.O. Rahara, District 24 Parganas, West Bengal, India. Dr.
Chatterjee was recently elected a member of the Expert Advisory Panel on Leprosy
of the World Health Organization.

Dr. Epwix K. Cnvxc-Hoox, ehief of medieal services tor the Hansen's Disease
Braneh of the Department of Health, State of Hawaii, was given disability retirement
in March 1964, after 30 years of service. Dr. Chung-Hoon began working in the field
of Hansen's disease in 1935 and was appointed Chief of Medical Services in 1949,
He continued in this post until his retirement.

Dr. Hecror Fion, chief of the “Dynamic Leprosy Campaign™ in Argentina which
is under the supervision of Dr, Carlos M. Bruseo, Director of Leprosy Control, resigned
from his position in January 1965. Dr. Domingo R. Rinaldi has taken his place tempor-
arily.

Dr. Georce L. Frre, Chief of Carville’s Laboratory Branch sinee July 1958, left
the Public Health Service hospital in December 1964 to assume duties as a Senior
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¥ditor of the Jowrnal of the American Medical Assoeiation in Chicago, Dr. Fite first
came to Carville in January 1945 From the National Institutes of Health, Bethesda,
Maryland. He has had two tours of duty at Carville. Also leaving the laboratory with
Dr. Fite was Mrs, Fite (Carolyn Wrinkle) who eame to Carville in January 1961 to
head up the new Bacteriology Seetion. A gradnate baeteriologist from the University
of Tennessee and holder of a Master's degree from Ohio State, she had a strong interest
in acid-fast bacterin and was able to put her knowledge and skill to good use in the
Carville laboratory.—(The Star 24(1965)11)

Dr. Josern . Harrnaway was appointed to serve as Medical Administrator at
Iale Mohalu Hospital, Pearl City, Hawaii, during the absence of Dr. Erida Reichert
on maternity leave, from October 1964 through March 1965,

D, Warpesmar F. Kirenneiver, who has been Chiel of the Mierobiology Section
of the Laboratory Branch at the U. S. Public Health Serviee Hospital at Carville,
Louisiana, has been appointed Chief of the Laboratory Branch, succeeding Dr. George
L. Fite, who has retived.

Dg. Micnen F. Lecuar, who has been Leonard Wood Memorial-National Institutes
of Health Fellow in Epidemiology at the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and
Publie Health, Baltimore, Maryland, and Visiting Professor at the School of Tropieal
Medicine, Antwerp, Belgium, has been appointed Epidemiologist of Zone 11, Pan Amer-
ican Health Organization, with residence in Mexico City.

Dr. B. L. Mavnorra, who was recently Aeting Medical Superintendent of Sungei
Buloh Leprosarvium, has been transferred to Penang, where he serves as dermatologist
in the Penang General Hospital and also visits the small but beautiful leprosarinm on
Pulau Jerejak just off the coast of Penang, where some 400 patients with leprosy are
being treated.

Dr. Ricagpo O, Maxzi, Director of “Dr. Baldomero Sommer” Leprosarium, General
Rodrignez, Argentina, is in Venezuela making an evaluation of the Leprosy Campaign
in that country, with support from the Pan American Health Organization.

Dr. Wayxe M. Mevers, of Aiteh, Pennsylvania, has been appointed by American
Leprosy Missions as medieal director of the Institut Medieal Evangelique leprosarium
at Kimpese, Republic of Congo. Dr. Meyers is the first full-time director of leprosy
work at the interdenominationally and internationally sponsored medical eenter whieh
was established in 1949 as a teaching institution for the training of Congolese auxiliary
medienl personnel. After the leprosarium was opened in 1960 American Leprosy Missions
and The Mission to Lepers (London) assumed the responsibility for its support. Former
medieal director of ALM-supported leprosaria at Nvankanda in Burundi, and Oicha in
Northeast Congo, Dr. Meyers will take over his new post early in 1965 after a prelim-
inary period of language study.

Dg. Jose N. Rooricuez, the well-known Philippine leprologist, visited Argentina
in October 1964, In Rosario he ealled on Dr, José M. M. Fernéndez, President of the
International Leprosy Association, who has been confined to his home by illness,

Dr. Lasserr SwerTS, who had been in charge of leprosy services for the Congolese
Red Cross (Croix Rouge du Congo) at Pawa, Vela, Congo, since 1947, is reported to
have been among the easualties in the recent massacres in the Congo. Dr, Swerts super-
vised several leprosaria, and was responsible for the organization of outpatient treat-
ment in the Congolese Red Cross avea, a region containing some 6,000 leprosy patients.
A bacteriologist by original training, Dr. Swerts, who was 43 years of age, had been
appointed as an employee of the World Health Organization in this region in February
1964,



