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s ix 1ll01lths of treaLmrnt the re wa s cl illi cal aw l ba cteriologic C'vidc'llcr 
of improvement . in four patiC'llts and no illlprovemellt ill thr(' e. III the 
experim ental studies ill the mou se foot pad thr bacilli frolll foul' pa ­
tients were completely illhihited hy sulfoll es and in th ree pati('llts the 
infection was not affected by sulfolll's . The thr('(' st raill s of bacilli 
which were not inhibited hy sulfon es ill the mou se foot pad corresponded 
with the three patiellt s who did llOt r es polld clillically or bacteriolog­
ica ll y. l ' sin g the Il e\\' techllic for producillg leprosy in th e mou se foot 
IJad, it has becn possihle, for t1w first 1-il1l e, to estah lish 1-hat s ulfoll e­
r es i.stallt strain s of 111. l ep'/'{II' ca ll ('x i8t ill mall. 

Our maill purpose ill repl y illg to Dr. I,'ite's lC'tter is to st ress tha1-
the successful tra ll smiss ioll of humall lC' prosy ill the Illou se foot pad 
achieved by Shepard provid es all expe rim ental illfect ion which can hr 
applied to invcstigate man." of thr ull so lvcd problem s ill leprosy. Our 
own st lldies show clearly the successful use of this experimental in­
fection for demon strating the exi s tence of sulfone-resi stant stra in s of 
II f. 1elJ1'a f' . 

Na tional [nstitllt e for Merli('(fl H f'SNIH-I, 

Mi ll H i ll. L ondo1l, N.W. 7 
F; '11 .01 (/1'/( i' 

B e::;earch Unit 
Su.n,qei Bu10h L elJ1-0S(wiu1II 
Sunpei Buloh, Sela11gor, Malaysia 
March 1 2, 196:5 

B . .T. '\\'. HJ·:J·:s, F.e. P ATH. 

.1. H. S. J>J ':TTlT, ~ 1. D. 
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To T H J.: EDTTOl't: 

1)1'. Wade c ri tic izes some of the reports of the rl'echn ica l Committees 
of the Rio CO llgl'e s (THE .JOUIt~AL 32 [106-/.] 427), "w rittell with much 
prctense and little knowledge," alld he proposes that at any futu re COll­

gress such committees should be small alld selected for expel-tize rath el' 
than for political rea sons ; and that each should be required to submi t 
a fOl'mall'eport by a given date. These proposa ls, admirabl e ill them ­
selves, do not take full account of the difficulties fac ing the panel s alill 
round tahles. ~rhis letter is a pl('a that th(' whol e cO ll cept a lld purpose of 
tho pan els should be ),econ sidered. 

]t appears to have heen th(' hopr that th(' technica l reports would 
(\) resolve disagrecmellt, (2) advan ce sc ientific understa nding through 
discussion, and (3) r ev iew tho ClllTC'nt s ituation and draw attention to 
rOCt'nt progress . To consider the second ohject first, a comm ittee which 
is suffici entl r comprehensive for the othcr two purposes is too (l ivers(' 
in its outlook and interes ts for s(, l'iotl s scielltific (liscuss ion. rll consid­
er ing this point the Bacteriology and Pathology panel at rrokyo gave 
its opin ion "that appointment of a techni ca l committee solely for the 
rongres , (and at the tim e of the Congress) is undes irable. It leads to 
compromise rat1wl' than to understandinf?:." ~rhe H(lvancen1('llt of . cien-
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tifi c ullll cr stHllding' would be bette r sl' rved by the a bolit iOll of panels so 
as to a ll ow time for ln fo rma l di scu ~s ioH hy those with ~imila 1' intcrests. 

~I'he third object l1lClltioll ed, a gener a l r ev iew, is the easiest to atta in, 
but it can ollly be achieved in a 111 eanil1 gful manncr in the tim e available 
if thel' e is already a consen sus of opinion amOllg the membe rs of the 
committce . Agreement ex ist~ about most clinical a nd social aspccts of 
le pros." , hu t ]lot about man y tcchnical a11(1 sc icntific matte!'s . 

The call scs of dispui'e arc lack of kll O\\'ledgc, the in terp r ct Hi iOll of 
evidell ce according' to one 's disciplinHr." hackg r ound , the gcog raphi c 
va riations of the di scasc pattcrn of leprosy, t he confli cting dcmand s 
of )'csea l'ch and (il' let wo rk, ami filledl." thc 1001g-drawn -out coursc of the 
di sc'el se, which makcs t he acculllulati on of l'x}){' ric ll Ce snch a slow pro­
ccs,', ihc resul ts of which one fig'h ts to d cf(,11d, Sil1 CC they a re not open 
to ('as,)' ve ri fi celtion. rl' he emotion gC llc ra tl'd in committee engenders p l'e­
tC1 1tioll S awl sometimcs CHlpty r cports. I t would he idle to cxpect othc r ­
wise . \)1'. 'Vadc's proposa l that committces shoulcl be smallcr, though 
good, is limited in its application h,\' th e 11 ('0(] fo r ad cq uate ]'C })l'Cs(, ll ta ­
t ion (if the object is to l'csolvc (]isagrcemcn t). \nd wh cn he rightly 
asks tha t formal r cports should he prcscnt('(] hy a g iven datc hc should 
r efl ect a lso tbat a whole Co ng r css wi th ib.; congcstcd t im C"- tahl e la sts 
hu t one wcC" k, a nd that a r epor t C<lllll ot hc cons i(krcd and lliscusscd if 
i t is !lot prcsentcd unt il t he la st clay . Th0 fact is that, gC Jl erall y spcak­
ing, thc prop0l' function of an intern ational scientifi c commi ttce is not 
to elucidate a con t roversial topic hut to giv0 offi cial r ecognition to a 
well-suhstantiated advance ancl to makc r ecommcndations to implcment 
i t . 

In lepr osy thcre a r e as yet all too f 0\\' well-substantiated a cl vances, 
though there a r c, no doubt, som c (iplcl s ill which eli , CU SSiO l~ migh t he 
pl·ofitabl c. I t is suggested; 

That the subject should be limi ted, aw] th e t0 1'1llS of r efer cll ce clea r­
ly stated befo re the commi ttee mee ts ; 

That, except for th e s im pl est 1l 01lcontrov0 rs ia l matte rs, th e commit­
tee should hold its m eetings before the opcning of the Congr css, as wi th 
the round tablcs at Rio; 

'rhat the com mittee should hr sma ll , that the cha irman should be 
consulted about the member ship, and tha t the l11 cmhcl' l->hip shonld ncve r 
bc ill cr cased by late appointmcnt l-> at the opening of the Congn'ss ; 

' I' hat a t ra nslator sh ould lw pl'o\' idcd; 
1'hat the r eport should lw prescnt C" (\ at Ipast 2 dCl ys befor c the tel'mi­

nat ioll of th e Cong rcss am] tin10 allottc(] fo r suhseq uent discussion. 
If these requircm 0nts canllo t hc m pt, much timc ,,"ould be saved hy 

!lot appointing- the committee. 

H os pi taZ lOt' T 'fap ical J)is(>(fses 
4 St . P (f11("I'(fS Hl ((.IJ 
L 01l rlon . N. VV . 1 .. Rut/l(fm7 
A }) /, i l 8 (), .1.% 6 

n. S. HrnLKY , Jr.]). 

.. 


