CURRENT LITERATURE

It is intended that the current litevature shall be dealt with in this
department. It is a function of the Contributing Editors to provide ab-
stracts of all articles published in their territories, but when necessary
such material from other sources is used when procurable.

Rixvanoo, D, R., and Carvero, B, T. Program de lucha antileprosa en la Argentina.
(The program of the fight against leprosy in Argentina.) Rev. Argent. Leprol,
1 (1964) 11-17.

An evaluation of the work done in pilot areas in Argentina (Tuewmdn, Misiones) as
a consequence of the “Convenio Argentina 28, which was established between the
Argentine government, WHO and UNTCEF.—FE. D. L. JoxqQUiERres,

Torsvey, N. A. (Leprosy in the Ukraine hetore the Revolution.) Summaries of papers
read at an Oblast Research and Practice Conference of the Donetsk Association
of Dermatovenereologists and the Donetsk Medieal Tnstitute. Kramatorsk (1964)
46-48.

Statistical data are quoted from sources in the literature, concerning the prevalence
of leprosy in those governments of Russia now forming part of the Ukrainian SSR.—
N. Torsvev.

Torsvev, N. A, (Leprosy in Yugoslavia.) Learned notes of the Institute for the Study
of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 25-29,

On the basis of data from the literature the anthor deals with the epidemiology of
leprosy in Yugoslavia and the history of its development, and quotes the available pub-
lished figures on the prevalence of the disease in that country. In his view leprosy, which
was quite widespread at the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th century in the
areas now making up Yugoslavia, has still apparently not been fully eradicated.—N.
TorRsUEV.

Torsvev, N. A. (Leprosy in Greeee.) Learned notes of the Institute for fhe Study of
Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 30-37.

The article narrates the history of leprosy in Greece and gives statisties of regis-
tered cases and a short deseription of the organization of control measnres. Although
during recent decades morbidity from leprosy in Greece has fallen considerably, that
country continues to be one of the countries of Europe in which leprosy is most prevalent.
—N. ToORSUEY.

Kogax, V. R. (Material on the prevalence of leprosy in the Astrakhan endemie zone
in the nineteenth century and at the beginning of the twentieth.) Learned notes
of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy, 4 (9) (1964) 45-49.

According to medieal records and sources in the literature in the first third of the
nineteenth century there were hetween 200 and 300 leprosy patients in the Astrakhan
government. The largest number lived in the Volga delta, but from the middle of the
century onward a steadily inereasing number of eases began to he recorded in villages
on the left bank of the Volga. Most of the patients were Russians, mainly men in the
older age-groups, engaged in the fishing industry.—N. Torsvey.

Kocax, V. R. (The organization of leprosy control in the Astrakhan endemic zone in
the nineteenth century and at the beginning of the twentieth.) Learned notes of

the Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 59-65.
At the beginning of the 19th century, there was a leprosarium in the vieinity of
Astrakhan, whieh in 1819 housed 19 patients. Many leprosy patients were accommodated
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in general hospitals or treated on an outpatient basis in regimental field hospitals. The
question of establishing a large leprosarinm in the Astrakhan region was raised more
than onee in the years following 1833, but not settled. From 1848 to 1866 there was a
special department for leprosy patients in a local hospital and during the whole period
207 patients were admitted. ITn 1896 an asylum for leprosy patients was set up in Astrak-
han and maintained by charitable contributions. Tn 1923 it was transformed into the
Astrakhan Leprosavinm, A small leprosarium, maintained hy private benefactors existed
at Krasny) Jar trom 1901 to 1922 —N. Torstvey.

SvpiN, V. F. (Some considerations on the mechanism of  transmission ol l"l”}“‘.\‘-)
Learned notes of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy, 4 (9) (1964) 5554,

In the opinion of the author leprosy is a condition in which it is impossible to equate
infection with illness. The process of infeetion may ocenr on a wide seale, but the in-
cidence of the disease will be regulated by the level of the resistance to it possessed hy
the population. If the campaign against leprosy is to be successful the main task now
is to change the level of resistanee in the required direction. This could he done by
means of specific immunization of the population if it were not for the failure to culture
the eausative agent and the absenee of an experimental animal. At the moment we have
to be content with BCG vaceination. Among the non-specific measures advocated by the
author is an iwmprovement in living conditions (social prophylaxis). The contral of
leprosy by preventing the dissemination of the infection, ie. by putting patients in
hospitals and treating them there is extremely diffienlt.—N. Torsvey,

GoxzaLez peL Cerro, S, and Larterza, A, M. Estudio elinico v bacteriolégico de las zonas
cutineas supuestas indemmes y atacadas en enfermos lepromatosos, (Clinieal
and bacteriologie study of cntaneous zones supposed to be free from lesions
and of attacked zones in lepromatous patients.) Leprologin (Buenos Aires) 8
(1963) 213-220.

Examination of 100 lepromatous patients confirmed the existence of generally non-
affected and affected zones. The authors believe they have contributed original data on
the topographie study of entaneouns lesions in lepromatous patients and that their data
will facilitate the diagnosis of the lepromatous type of leprosy. They bring new data
to elucidate the importanee of cold, cirenlatory stasis, sun rays, and repeated tramma as
agents for localization of lepromatous lesions. In 15 of the ecases, with or without pre-
vious treatinent, a comparative bacteriologic study of the usually elinically nonaffected
and affected zones was made. The authors confirm, as the most important faect, that
frequently the clinieally respected zones contain baeilli—K. D. L. JoNQUIERES,

Evstratova, V. A, (Follow-up of patients suffering from tuberculoid leprosy.) Learned
notes of the Imstitute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 50-54.

Between 1948 and 1962, 493 patients suffering from tuberculoid leprosy were under
the supervision of the follow-up serviees. Of these, 343 were being treated on an ont-
patient basis and 150 were kept under regular observation as having completed treat-
ment. During that period clinieal relapses oceurred in 62 cases (12.5%), sometinmes even
after lengthy treatment with sulfone drugs. Relapses were 14 times as frequent among
patients with extensive eruptions. In persons treated irregularly or inadequately relapses
were 7 times as frequent as among those who had had regular and adequate treatment.
There was no instance of relapse among the 187 patients with limited manifestations
of the disease, no lesions of the peripheral nervous system, positive Mitsuda reaction,
and negative bacterioscopie results. The author helieves that after 15 years’ observation
(former) sufferers from tubereuloid leprosy can be taken off the books and not sub-
Jeeted to compulsory medical examinations.—N. TorsvEy,

FEILCHENFELD, E. Ein atypischer Fall von Lepra. (An atypical case of leprosy.) Haut-
arzt (Berlin) 15 (1964) 517-518.

The author deseribed a patient whom he had the opportunity to observe during
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the vears 19411954, The first lesions that appeared were similar to those of “*parapsoriasis
Broeg en plagues disseminées,” and wnder this diagnosis the patient was presented he-
fore the Dermatologieal Society of Tel Aviv, At the same time a thromboeytopenie pur-
pura was present, and only later, when typieal leprotic nodules appeared, was the
diagnosis of leprosy made, The patient developed leprosy reactions and died atter develop-
ment of glomeronephritis in 1954, The difficulty of early diagnosis in leprosy is stressed;
it simulates other dermatoses in a population where leprosy is relatively uneommon,
I, SAGHER.

Horra, Berria, Reaceidn leprosag aspeeto elinico ¢ histopatholdgico. (Lepra reaction.
Clinmeal and histopathologie aspeet.) Thesis. Universidad Nacional Auténoma de
Mexieo, Mexico D, F. 1964,

In order to learn certain aspeets of the lepra veaction in Mexico, as shown clinieally,
epidemiologically and histopathologieally, a 5 year review (1939-1963) was made of
cases in the Centro Pasena, and 15 patients who presented reactional disturbanees were
studied. After consideration of the diverse nosologic aspeets of the lepra reaction this
complication was defined as “a conjunetion of eutaneous, nervous and systemie mani-
festations interrupting the evolution of a lepromatous case in an acute or subacute form.”
Other acute states that way ocenr in leprosy ave omitted in this definition, The different
etiopathogenic events invoked to explain the lepra reaction, and its symptomatology,
dingnosis, prognosis, and treatment, were analyzed. The epidemiologic method should
he applied in study of the lepra veaction by ohservation of a series of factors influencing
its manifestations. Some 727 veports from 479 lepromatous eases, in 3449, of whieh
lepra reaction oceurred, were reviewed. Consistent variations in age and sex were not
found, but the acute stage appeared to be more prolonged in the male. It oceurred more
irequently in nodular than diffuse cases; in the former, erythema nodosum was more fre-
quent, and, in the latter, the neerotizing type of erythema was the principal cutaneous
manifestation. Lepra reaction seemed more conspicuous and intense in the early vears
of the illness. Tt oceurred under all forms of treatment, but comparatively more commonly
with the sulfa drugs of prolonged action, and less frequently with DPT and nmeh
less often with DDS—A. Savr.

SeGUrA, N. Reaceion leprosa, su velacion con la fragmentacion del Mycobacterinm leprae,
bajo ¢l tratamiento sulfénico. (Lepra reaction; its rvelation with Tragmentation
ot Mycobacterivm leprae under sulfone treatment.) Professional Thesis. Univer-
sidad Nacional Auténoma de Mexieo, Mexico, D. F., 1964,

A study was made on the basis of a concept first expressed by Ridley that develop-
nment of lepra reaction is related to fragmentation of the bacillus, In order to test this
coneept a review was made of 429 veports of lepromatous eases under sulfone treatment
in the Centro Dermatolégico Pascua of Mexico City, and 10 lepromatons patients were
studied. Repeated bacilloscopies were made, as well as clinical and histopathologie studies
hefore and after the sulfone treatment and each reactional episode. Fragmentation of
hacilli was noted in 73.97% of patients in lepra reaction, and not observed in S1.7%
of patients who did not show acute disturbanees, Sulfone treatment did not seem to he
the only eause of fragmentation of baeilli; it occurred in 45.79% of patients hefore sulfone
treatment. All of the 10 patients studied had reactional disturbances; fragmentation of
bacilli was observed in 409 before the disturbances, and did not oceur in 309 in spite
of intense lepra reactions. The data obtained from this study did not permit firm con-
¢lusions, but it seemed that fragmentation of bacilli may oceur in veactional episodes,
but a eause-and-effect relation eannot be established.—A. Savr.

Maxzi, R, ., Lerevie, H., Barextiix, K. A, and Ferrer, J. Correlaciones entre fondo
de ojo, presién arterial y urea en sangre. (Correlations among ocular fundus,
arterial blood pressure and blood urea.) Leprologia (Buenos Aires) 8 (1963)
193-196.

Two eurves of hyperazotemia and of blood pressure are seen, one for the 30-40
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year age period and the other for 60 years or more. The Tormer corvesponds with leprosy
damage, and the lattey with senility changes—E, D. L. JoxQuikkes,

»

Merear, A, R., Borsaxi, R. and Serian, A, Lesion traumatica del enbital simulando
neuritis hanseniana. (Trauwmatic lesion of the ulnar nerve simulating leprotie
nenritis.) Leprologin (Buenos Aires) 8 (1963) 201-203. Case report.—I<. D, L.
JONQUIERES,

Ussaxov, R, K. (Bone eonduetion of sound in leprosy patients.) Summing-up Confer-
ence of Dermatovenercologists, Zdanov (1964) 56-57.

In 115 persons suffering from lepromatous leprosy the hearing was tested by means
of a tuning fork and pure tone audiometry, In 60 patients speeding up of bone con-
duction was noted: first degree (loss of 30 deeibels) in two persons: seeond  degree
(loss of 30 to 60 deeibels) in 41 persons; and thivd degree (loss of more than G0 decibels)
in 17 persons. Bone conduetion for tones from 125-1000 eyeles per second dropped out
in 37 patients, for all tones in 15 patients and for tones from 125 to 500 and S000 to
10,000 eyeles per second in 8 persons. The shortening of the range of bone econduetion
ocenrred mainly in patients suffering from fresh leprosy but also in those suffering from
relapses or exacerbations of the disease. There was considerable shortening of the range
of bone conductivity in 529 of patients, and particularly among those suffering from
exacerbations of the disease. This is apparently due to speeitie intoxication. —N. Torsvey.

Vernina, N, K. (The condition of motor chronaxy in leprosy patients.) Learned notes
of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 7T1-735.

The author studied the condition of motor chronaxy in 100 patients suffering from
leprosy in various forms and stages. A lengthening in the motor ehronaxy ol museles in
leprosy was found not only when the peripheral nervous system was affected but also
in museles whose innervation showed no elinieal signs of damage. In the absence of
neurotic disturbaneces the lengthening of motor c¢hronaxy in most museles was by a
factor of not more than 1.5-3.0 compared with normal. A greater change was found only
in single eases. The lengthening of ¢hronaxy is in direct proportion to the severity and
duration of the neuritis, In lepromatous leprosy a lengthening of motor chronaxy in
muscles whose innervation has not been affected is found in a larger number of museles
and to a greater extent than in leprosy of the tuberculoid or indeterminate types. In
sufferers from lepromatons and tuberculoid leprosy during periods of regression a eer-
tain degree of normalization takes place in the chronaxy of museles whose innervation
has been elinically unaffected.—N. Torsvey.

Verring, N K. (Electromyographic studies in leprosy patients.) Learned notes of the
Institute tor the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 74-77.

In lepromatons and tuberculoid leprosy changes in the electrical activity of mnseles
may take place whether neuritis is present or not. Electromyograms of muscles whose
innervation system appears elinically unaffected show a reduetion in the amplitude of the
action potentials while the frequency is maintained. When a neuaritie proeéss is present,
not only quantitative but also qualitative changes ocenr in the bio-eleetrieal netivity of
the museles (a lower potential frequeney), which suggests that the cells of the anterior
grey columns are affected. Electromyography ean be used in leprology to determine the
loealization of and degree of damage to the motor neuron and also to determine the
dynamies of changes in the nenromuscular system, particularly during the period of ve-
gression of the disease.—N, Torsvey,

Snyrro, V. T. (A ease of infeetion psyehosis due to an exacerbation of leprosy.) Voprosy
leprol. i dermat. 2 (18) (1964) 51-53.

This is a deseription of a case of infection psychosis with asthenia in the prepsy-
chotic and postpsychotic periods, marked delivinm at the height of the malady and a
favorable course and outcome. The connection between the psyehosis and leprosy s
shown by the faet that the psychosis began during a severe lepra reaction and by the
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absence of any favorable response to antibiotie therapy, in contrast with the positive re-
sults  of antileprosy  treatment  combined  with  the administration  of  preduisolone,
—N. Torsvgv.

Maxzi, R, 0., Sarasivo, F, Leveves, H, and Bagestos, B A Sindrone doloroso de
fosa ilinea devecha en enfermos lepromatosos, (Pain syndrome of right iliac fossa
in leprosy patients.) Leprologia (Buenos Aives) 8 (1963) 204-212,

Two cases of a pamful syndrome simulating acute appendicitis are recorded. In
one of them, in which operation was performed, retroperitoneal lepromatons adenitis was
found. The other case was one of hepatomegaly. In eases of reactional lepromatous leprosy
these two possibilifies must be kept in mind in the diagnosis of appendieitis. Radiologie
studies must be performed to rule out this surgical disease.—. D. L. JoxqQuiires,

Evsrrarova, Voo AL (Reparative processes in the bone tissue in enses of leprosy under
the influence of sulfone therapy (X-ray investigations.) Learned notes of the
Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (186G4) 101-105.

In a group of 40 patients suffering from different types of leprosy and kept under
observation for ten years, the author found that sulfone freatment prevented the develop-
ment of dystrophic [degenerative (N.1.)] and destruetive ehanges in the bones of the
feet and hands and also hindered the growth of changes alveady present. In some pa-
tients, however, despite lengthy treatment, pathologic ehanges may oeeur in the shape
of leproma formation and dystrophie processes, Sulfone treatment does not lead to the
replacement of eyst-like cavities by bony tissue. When symptoms of damage to the periph-
eral nervons svstem oceurred or beeame more intense during antileprosy treatment, the
dyvstrophie ehanges in the small hones of the extremities usnally spread.—N. Torsvey,

Nazarov, K. 1. and Veracixa, Vo S, (The effeet of helminth infestation on the course of
leprosy.) Learned notes of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964)
78-81.

On the bhasis of observations of the conrse of leprosy in 30 patients (26 with lepro-
matous leprosy, 3 with tuberculoid leprosy and 1 with leprosy of the indeterminate type)
the authors state that helminth infeetion in leprosy patients during the period of anti-
leprosy drug treatment slows up regression of the eruptions and contributes to the oe-
currence of exacerbations and relapses. Kosinophilic leucoeytosis as an indication of hel-
minth infeetion was not marked (5-1092), and was often found long hetore the discovery
of helminths by coprologic examination. Helminth infeetion should he called to mind
in cases of sulfone resistance—N. Torsvgy.

Garvs, L. Z. (The funetional condition of the adrenal cortex in persons suffering from
leprosy.) Voprosy leprol, i dermat. 2 (18) (1964) 70-75.

The funetional condition of the adrenal cortex was studied in 50 leprosy patients.
Funetion was found to be depressed in all eases. The lowest 17-ketosteroid level was
found in patients suffering from chronic lepra reactions of the erythema nodosum type
or from progressive lepromatous leprosy. The Thorn test was negative in almost all of
these patients. In patients with marked regression the level of exeretion of 17-ketosteroids
was normal in most cases, and the Thorn test more often than not was positive. In
carrying out antileprosy treatment account must be taken of the results of the Thorn
test and the level of 17-ketosteroids in the 24-hour urine must be determined.—N. TorRsUEV.

Misra, U, K. and Veskrrasvpramaxian, T. A, Serum cholesterol and phospholipids
in leprosy patients, Indian J. Chest Dis. 6 (1964) 48-51.

In leprosy significant changes tfrom the normal are observed in total cholesterol and
total phospholipids of serum. The average values of serum cholesterol andjphospholipid
phosphorus in leprosy are 108.60 mgm. and 5.79 mgm./100 ml, serum, as compared to
the normal values of 189.75 mem. and 7.97 mgm. /100 ml. serum, respectively.—AvrHors’

£ 1 7.
SUMMARY.
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Zarorokix, Fo Do (The dynamies of changes in the level of manganese in the blood of
persons suffering from lepromatous leprosy under the effeet of antileprosy
treatment.y Summaries of papers read at an Oblast Researeh and Practice
Conference of the Donetsk  Association of  Dermatovenercologists  and  the
Donetsk Medical Institute. Kramatorsk (1964) 46-48.

The level of manganese in the blood was determined by speetro-chemical analysis
in 143 patients suffering from lepromatous leprosy in the stage of regression, In 119
of these a elear-cut reduetion in the manganese level was noted (average: 1.6 mgm. %
in terms of ash), and in 24 an inerease was found (average: 3.4 mgm. % i terms of
ash). The wean level in the control group of healthy persons was 2.4 mgm. %. The
reduction is accompanied by a disturbance of oxidative processes and an aceumulation
of incompletely oxidized produets, which leads to a shift towards acidosis in the aecid-
base equilibrium, An inerease in the manganese level in the blood of leprosy patients
corresponds with elinical improvement in the disease.—N. Torsvev,

"

ZaroLokin, o D, (The effeet of antileprosy treatment on the level of copper in the
blood of persons suffering from lepromatous leprosy.) Summaries ol papers
read at an Oblast Research and Practice Conference of the Donetsk Associa-
tion of Dermatovenercologists and the Donetsk Medieal Institute, Kramatorsk
(1964) 48-19.

The level of copper in the blood was determined by spectrochemical analysis in
143 patients suffering from lepromatous leprosy in the regression stage. In 101 patients
the level was low (average 1.5 mgm. % in terms of ash) and in 42 patients it was high
(average 3.8 mgm. %), while in the healthy control group the mean figure was a 2.7
mgim. %. The investigations were earried out regularly over a period of two years of
antileprosy treatment. They showed that changes in the concentration of copper in
the blood of persons suffering from lepromatous leprosy ave stable and very slow to
return to normal.—N., Torsvey,

Daviekayova, F. AL and Zurikov, B. R. (Experience in the outpatient treatment of
leprosy patients in the Mujnak Leprosy Control Center in the Karakalpak
ASSR.) Learned notes of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9)
(1964) 55-58.

At the beginning of 1963, 231 patients were being treated at the Center on an
outpatient basis. Three were suffering from lepromatous leprosy, 44 from tuberculoid
leprosy and 46 from leprosy in the indeterminate phase. Sulfone therapy was prac-
ticed, sometimes in combination with Tibon (thiaeetazone) and Ftivazide. General
tonies and intracutancous injections of moogrol were widely used. Of 93 patients who
had not been in a leprosarinm earlier, 5 had relapses during a period of 9 vears. Of
138 who had been in a leprosarinm, 20 (14.49%) had relapses.—N. Torsvky,

Bracixa, V. 8. and Tovrix, Ju, P, (Experience in the use of eyeloserine in leprosy,)
Summing-up Conference of Dermatovenercologists. Zdanov  (1964) 63-6G5.

For six months the authors treated 14 persons suffering from lepromatous leprosy
with eyeloserine, heginning with a daily dose of 0.25 which was raised to 0.5, only one
patient tolerating a dose of 0.75, (The units of measurement of dosage are omitted
in the original. [N.T.]) They came to the coneclusion that the preparation has a rela-
tively slight therapeutic effect and causes frequent marked side effects (vertigo, head-
aches, general debility, nubing of the extremities, digital tremor, difficulties in nose-
breathing, and pastiness of the face and distal parts of the limhs), which make it
necessary to break off treatment. In therapentic effect eveloserine is inferior to the
sulfones.—N. Torsvgy,

Lericevskaga, A, M., Nazarvov, K. I. and VrRacixa, V. S, (A comparative evaluation
of the therapeutic aectivity in leprosy of DPT (Ciba-1906) and ethoxide.)
Learned notes of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 82-86.
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In carrving out o comparative study of the therapentie effectiveness of the two
preparations in three groups of patients (14 ecases of lepromatous leprosy, 16 of tu-
berenloid leprosy, and 17 of indeterminate type), the anthors found that DPT brings
about more rapid disappearance of the elinieal manifestations of the disease, and that
the process of regression is histologieally morve marked when it is used, In some of
those sulfering from the tuberculoid and indeterminate types of leprosy, the Mitsuda
lepromin reaction beeame positive in somewhat higher degree after DPT and ethoxide
treatment.  Unlike DPT, ethoxide has a depressant effeet on hematopoietic funetion,
causing signs of hypochromic anemia and sometimes even leading to toxicoderma.

N. Torsvey.

Roaero, (10 K. Treatamiento de la lepra con sulfametoxipividazina. Primeras experien-
cias en Mexico, (Treatment of leprosy with sulfamethoxypyridazine,  First ex-
perience in Mexieo.) Professional Thesis. Universidad Nacional Auténoma de
Mexico, Mexico, D.F. 1964,

On the basis of original studies by Languillon and Schoeider in the treatment of
leprosy with sulfamethoxypyridazine, and the original experience of Sail and Vargas
in Mexico, the drug was tested in 19 leprosy patients in the Centro Paseua in Mexico
City. Of these patients, 18 were lepromatous and 1 tubereuloid. In 16 cases the drug
was administered by mouth as follows: 500 mgim. each 24 hours in 2 cases: 250 mgm.
per 24 hours in others, In one ease 625 mgm. were given intramuscularly twice a week,
The patients were observed for periods from 3 to 36 months: appropriate clinieal,
bacteriologic and  histopathologic control  was  exerveised, and  biometrie studies and
ervthroeyte sedimentation tests were made. At the end of the study it was concluded
that the product is highly effective in leprosy. The tuberculoid case was eured clinieally
hefore the end of 3 months of treatment. In lepromatons cases improvement was evi-
dent within the first 3 months and elinieal eure after 6 months in 7 patients. Bacterio-
logic negative state was achieved in 9 patients. During the treatment toxic manifesta-
tions did not oceur; lepra reaction was slight and controllable except in one case, in
which it was necessary to suspend drug therapy. It was concluded that with the drug
tested, the treatment of leprosy ecould count on one wmore drng in its therapentie
arsenal.—A. SaUL.

Winkissox, F. F., Levi, 8., Maxzi, R, O, and Ferrer, J. La sulfametoxidiazina en ol
tratamiento de la lepra. (Sulfamethoxydiazine i

n the treatient of leprosy.)
Leprologia (Buenos Aires) 8 (1963) 228.232,

Ten  lepromatous  patients  were treated  with  sulfamethoxydiazine  with  doses
ranging from 1.5 gm. to 3 gm. a day. Good tolerance was noted i the short time of
observation (only 2 eases reached 4 months of treatment).—K. D. L. JoxqQuikres.

s, W, Garrr, J. Cl, Cagpama, Jo K., BauSa, Lo M. and Wikinson, F. F. Ensayo
terapéutico con griseofulvina en lepra. (Therapeutic trial of griseofulvin in
leprosy.) Leprologia (Buenos Airves) 8 (1063) 221-222,

Two lepromatous patients, not subjected to other previous treatment, were suh-
mitted to griseofulvin therapy. After 4 and 8 months, respeetively, of this treatwment
some clinieal improvement was noted. The histopathology and baeteriology remained
the same.—E. D. L. JONQUIERES.

Saxexa, Ko N and Maruvg, J. S, Intraneural Tolazoline in leprosy. J. Indian Med.
Assoce, 42 (1964) 131-133.

Favorable results are rt'lml'tml on intraneural administration of Tolazoline in two
cases of ulnar nerve involvement. One patient had had anesthesia and  contracture
of the little and ring fingers with shight wasting of interossei, of 6 months' duration;
the other had had loss of sensation in the affected part and a few reddish patches on
the forearm for 4 months, The former was on antileprosy treatment. On the presump-
tion that the nenral signs and symptoms of leprosy have a close relationship with
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blood eireulation to the affected nerves the patients were treated with intrancural
injection of Tolazoline, a vasodilator drug, 0.01 gm. twice a week. The first patient
recovered completely after 20 injections. Sensation for deep touch and pinprick and
color of the skin, returned to the affeeted part; the little finger, which was a little
wasted, returned to normal, The contractures of small and ring fingers were corrvected.
The thickness of the ulnar nerve was reduced. In the second ease, after 3-4 intrancural
Tolazoline injections, the patient noted an improvement in the venous prominence of
the dorsum of the hand and change in the previous atrophic color of the skin over
the affected part; sensation, previously lost, improved. The authors conelude that *“with
intraneural Tolazoline therapy the blood supply of the nerve supplying the affeeted
part appears to improve and thereby the lesions of leprosy also improve” —— K.
Ramaxuviam.,

Bosg, K. S, Guosn, S, and Mukerser, N. Decompression of nerves in the treatment
of leprosy neuritis. J. Indian Med. Assoc. 42 (1964) 456-460,

The authors deseribe a new operative technie to “produce decompression of the
involved nerves” in leprosy and promote recovery of atfected nerve fibers. Tt consisted
of exposure, after adequate preparation of skin and local infiltration anesthesia, of the
thickened portion of the ulnar nerve in the arm by a longitudinal incision 3 to 6 inches
long. The nerve was then ineised longitudinally in 3 to 4 equidistant places along the
whole length of the thickened portion, with incision of both the thickened sheath and
(-pi!wurium down to the center of the nerve, Caseous matevial, when present, was
scooped out. The sheath was left open and the skin sutured with a drain by nylon
threads for 48 hours aud a compression bandage applied thereafter for 3 dayvs. Post-
operatively, besides analgesies, systemie antibioties were administered 3 to 4 days more,
Prednisolone in a dose of 5 mgm. t.i.d. was administered for 3 weeks to prevent fibrosis
and scarring. Antileprosy treatment was continued. Physiotherapy both bhefore and
after operation was given 3 days a week “to minimize the stiffness of the joints of the
fingers and musecles.” This operation was earried out on 10 eases of nonlepromatous
leprosy (9 tuberculoid and 1 pure polyneuritic) showing wasting of musecles and de-
formity in the hand in 7 and pain and tingling along the thickened nerve in the re-
maining 3. Tingling pain was relieved in all eases within 1 month. Deformities im-
proved in 5 out of 7 cases, Wasting of museles improved with postoperative physio-
therapy. Abduction and adduction movement of the finger were restored to a consid-
erable extent in all the cases with impaired movement. The disease was arvested and
there was no spread of the polyneuritic changes during a two year tollowup. The
advantages of the operation are: It is simple; it can be done under local anesthesia in
any leprosy center; it is a preventive measurve in early cases; and it is free from com-
plications.—K. Ramaxuvia.

Puro J. pe A, Tres casos de lepra lepromatosa tratados pela lisozima associada ao
Caleiferol (Vitaminas D, e Dy). (Three eases of lepromatous leprosy treated
by association of lysozyme and Caleiferol.) Rev. brasileira Leprol. 31 (1963)
59-65.

This preliminary study indicates the importanee of prevention and early treatment
of eases of lepromatous leprosy as elements in control of the disease. The author dis-
cusses the effects of associated lysozyme and Caleiferol in the home treatment of
lepromatous leprosy. This association has proteolytic and biostatie antimierobial activity
hecause the lysozyme acts on the Virchow ecell membranes (Leprazellen) and has a
disruptive action on M. leprae. The associated Caleiferol, a vitamin with analergic
capacity, stimulating organie defenses, has been used sinee Charpy, in the treatment
of cutaneous tuberculosis, a disease resembling this kind of leprosy. The practical re-
sults obtained in the three cases treated by this association demonstrate some specificity
in healing the uleerations of lepromas. Tmprovement was observed in patients in lih-
eration of endotoxins which transformed anergie leprosy into an immuno-allergic
reaction.—J. pe A. Puro.
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lorrk, Ju. L. (The treatment of nenritis in leprosy by means of perineural injections
of Lidase.) Learned notes of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964)
03-97.

The author reports the elimination or reduction of pain and the stabilization of
neuritie manifestations as a result of perineural injections of Lidase (hyaluronidase)
in 20 patients suffering from exacerbations of neuritis. When begun early, the treat-
ment makes it possible, in a number of cases, to achieve partial rvestoration of lost
sensation. The results obtained arve usually lasting and the relapses that do oceur arve
eliminated as a rule by a second conrse of injections. The technie of perineural injec-
tion is simple and ean be used in any leprosy control establishment.—N. Torsvgy,

Nazarov, K. 1. (Pathomorphologic changes in the eyes of leprosy patients treated with
chaulmoogra-oil and sulfone preparations,) Learned notes of the Iustitute for
the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 180-184

The author earvied out histologic examinations of the eyes in autopsies on 15
leprosy patients, 12 of whom had been treated with preparations of chaulmoogra oil
and 3 with sulfones. All had lepromatous leprosy, The examinations showed that treat-
ment with chanlmoogra-oil preparations alone does not lead usually to regression of
lesions in the anterior chamber of the eye and does not stop their spread. In all eases
where the person concerned had suffered from leprous selerokerato-ivitis and had been
treated tor many years with chaulmoogrates, numerous speecific and  degenerative
changes were found in the anterior chamber. Sulfone treatment of persons with mod-
erate manifestations ot the disease led to a relatively swift regression of the leprous
process and torestalled damage to the organ of sight. In patients with specifie lesions
of the anterior chamber, sultone treatment led to their regression, going as far as
complete  disappearance.  However, the author found morphologie changes, although
not very marked, in the tissues of the anterior chamber in the histologically and elin-
ically unaffected eyes of persons treated with sulfones. Thus in the limbic area, the
adjacent selera, the ciliary body, and the iris, there were focei of infiltration consisting
mainly of Iymphoeytes with oceasional small elumps of homogeneous and granular lep-
rosy haeilli, No degenerative changes were found in the tissues and their nervous
apparatus.—N. Torsvkv,

Braxco, J. F. Plisticas de cornea con faseia lata, (Plastic surgery of the cornea with
fasceia lata.) Leprologia (Buenos Aires) 8 (1963) 22:3-225,

Repair of the corneal uleer that follows paralytic lagophthalmos in leprosy was
tried with fascia lata. The results were good in 4 of 6 treated cases. Inerease in vision
was noted in those cases in which the corneal uleer was not located in front of the
pupil. Some improvement, however, was seen in these unfavorable cases, resulting frow
corneal rest and improvement in the chronie inflammation and infection.—E. D. L.
JONQUIERES.

Sacueri, R, Tratamiento de la laringitis leprosa tibroestenosante. (Treatment of fibro-
stenosing laryngitis.) Leprologia (Buenos Aires) 8 (1963) 237-239.

In 2 cases of fibrostenosing lepromatous laryngitis the ecieatricial adhesions were
freed, enlarging the stenosed organ. Tracheotomy had to be performed previously to
avoid asphyxia.—E. D. L. JONQUIERES.

Torre, Juv. L. (The surgical treatment of neuritis in leprosy.) Learned notes of the
Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 87-92,

The author carried out 14 operations of epineuriectomy, neurolysis and transposi-
tion of nerve stems in fresh and chronic cases of neuritis in leprosy patients and states
that these simple operative procedures eliminate the pain syndromes. Total removal of
the nerve sheat (decapsulation), and also transposition of a considerable length of
the ulnar nerve, improve the effect of the u])u:'altiuu—;\'..’rnliﬂvl-:\’. i
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Logivov, V. K. and Torre, Ju. Lo (Amyloidosis in leprosy.) Learned notes of the In-
stitute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (196G4) 66-70,

After studying 19 persons with lepromatous leprosy, who were suffering at the
same time from amyloidosis, the anthors coneluded that the complication is a conse-
quence of permanent reactional phases, trophie uleers and osteomyelitis. They helieve
that perseverance and carveful antileprosy therapy, combined with symptomatie treat-
ment and proper diet may bring about a regression of the amyloid degeneration of the
internal organs, as well as cut short the veactional phases and lead to regression in the
main disease.—N, TORSUEV.

Voovisa, N. A, (Carbohydrate-protein componnds and nueleie acids in regressing lep-
romatous leprosy [ pathohistologic investigations].) Learned notes of the In-
stitute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 163-179.

Young, growing lepromatous granulomas arve rich in neutral mucopolysaceharides
and ribonueleoproteins. The coneentration of these compounds bears witness to the
high degree of cellular activity conneeted with the processes of phagoeytosis of M,
leprae. The eollagenous fibers of the derma contain an exeess of carbohydrate-protein
complexes, viz., acid mucopolysaceharides of the hyaluronic-acid type and to a greater
degree neutral polysaccharides, In view of the destruetion off myeobacteria and the
aceunulation of lipids in the protoplasm, the lepra cells lose ribonucleoproteins and
polysaceharide-protein compounds and are transformed into lipid drops surrounded hy
precollagenous fibers, These, as precipitation of the precollagen phase proceeds, grad-
ually lose their capacity to stain by the PAS-method and acquire the staining and
histochemieal properties of mature collagen. The process of intensive precollageniza-
tion is accompanied by the proliferation of fibroblastic eells vieh in deoxyribose nu-
cleoproteins and takes place in the presence of a huge number of anast cells, The pro-
toplasm of these ecells contains mucopolysaccharide-heparvin- and PAS-positive gran-
ules resistant to amylase and hyaluronidase, The slight reduction in the PAS-reaction
in the fibers in the process of formation and in the vascular walls under the influence
of hyaluronidase is probably due to the presence of glycoproteins. J. Gorsh and H.
Catchpole (1949) indicated the possibility of such phenomena. In patients in whom
regression is complete, nentral and acid mucopolysaccharides arve not always found
together and when present ave found only in small amount. In the skin they are pre-
served n the form of a narrow strip in the collagenous tibers under the epidermis and
around the appendages.—N. Torsvey,

Nisuimvra, S, Kawacvenr, Y., Konsaka, K. and Mori, T. Contamination of healthy
wice with murine leprosy-like acid-fast baeillus. La Lepro 33 (1964) 245-256.

The subeutaneous connective tissue, lvinph nodes and organs of healthy mice were
examined in detail by the spread-tissue preparation and stamp-smear methods, and
stained with the Ziehl-Neelsen stain.  Material from bacillus-positive animals was eul-
tivated on artificial media or inoculated into other mice, and numerous acid-fast bacilli
were isolated. Lepromas were produced in mice inoculated with the isolated organisms
and identification tests showed many of the organisms to have properties similar to
those of the murine leprosy bacillus. The organism has been called the murine leprosy-
like acid-fast bacillus, sinee there arve several points of difference, such as the absence
of active infection in the original animal, the lack of leproma production but prolifera-
tion in the lungs in the next generation of mice, and the simple eonglomeration of or-
ganisms rather than their presence in the cells, The source of infection is discussed.
As a result of the findings in this study, it is suggested that caution must be exercised
in experiments in which mice are inoculated with the leprosy bacillus, and that acid-fast
haeilli present in natural circnmstances must be noted as an infections agent of natural
murine leprosy.—AUTHORS' SUMMARY,

Savinie, B, V. (Cardiae changes in rat leprosy.) Learned notes of the Institute for the
Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 161-167,
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Specifie and nonspeeific changes oceur in the rat heart in enses of rat leprosy, The
speeifie changes inelude granulomas resembling the paratuberculous type and mainly
localized in the interstitial tissue of the myoecardimm. The nonspecific changes ocenr in
the Torm of alterations in matrix and connective tissue and are marked by collageniza-
tion and vaseular disorders together with the development of signs of inereased per-
meability, albuminous degeneration of musele-fibers, ete.——N. Torsvey,

Kukitov, V. Ja. (The eleetroencephalogram in experimental leprosy of rats.) Summing-
up Conference of Dermatovenercologists, Zilanov (1964) 66-65,

The investigations earried out by the author on 7 healthy rats and 9 rats suffering
from rat leprosy showed that in the sick rats there was a disorganization of the rhythm
of the biologie potentials in the brain, Oseillations with a frequeney of 3-4 per second
were absent, excitability and lability were reduced, and there was considerable exhauns-
tion of the cerebral proeesses.—N. Torsvey.,

Avasparov, I N, (Cerebral changes in experimental vat leprosy.) Learned notes of the
Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (196G4) 123-128,

By introducing Stefansky’s bacillus into the brain of white rats, the author hrought
about a weneral disease in the animals, with eharacteristie lesions of the skin and internal
organs. A typieal granulomatous process with a high bacillus eontent developed in the
brain, a vesult which does not occur when other methods of infeetion arve used. Under
natural conditions, or when extracranial voutes of infeetion are used, the Stefansky
mycobacterin apparently do not penetrate the cerebral substanee and this seems to be
responsible for the absence of specifie changes in the brain. In view of the affinities
between M. leprae and M. lepraemurinm and the similar changes they bring abhout in the
tissues, the author eonsiders that in human leprosy the central nervons svstem is not
drawn into the disease process heenuse M. leprae cannot overcome the blood-hrain
barrier.—N. TorRsUEY.

Ryzova, N. Ja, (The distribution and exeretion of Solusulfone administered with Kk-
molin in healthy white rats and white rats suffering from rat leprosy.) Learned
notes of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 120-136.

When Solusulfone is administered intramuscularly in the form of a suspension in
Ekmolin, it is quickly absorbed from the site of injection and the total amount in the
blood, liver, kidneys and skin during the first hour reaches 259 of the dose given, The
highest concentration oceurs in the skin. Ekmolin ensures that the Solusulfone is main-
tained a longer time in the tissues and is exereted more slowly by the kidneys than when
administered in an aqueous solution. Apparvently Ekwolin protects the Solusulfone
from change in the rat organism, as a result of which the amount of the substance
excereted is higher than when it is injected in an aqueous solution.—N. TorsUEV,

Kosorarkiva, Lo I and Savinie, Bo V. (Pathomorphologie c¢hanges in the internal
organs of white mice infected with the rat leprosy bacillus and treated with
Solusnlfone.) Learned notes of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9)
(1964) 142-148.

Solusulfone treatment of white mice infeeted with Stefansky's baeillus in the earlier
stages has a favorable effect on the course of the disease, slowing down its development.
After 4 months' treatment no granulomatous lesions are found in the internal organs,
Iviph glands, and skin. Lymphoid cells predominate in the infiltrates and foei of eol-
lagenization oceur; destruetion of lepra cells is noted, with marked destruetive changes
in the baeilli, which turn into granular forms. Marked dystrophie ¢hanges due to Solusul-
fone are not found in the internal organs of the animals. Solusulfone treatment of white
mice in an advanced stage of the disease produces no therapentie effeet and sueh animals
had died by the end of the first month of treatient.—N. TorsuvEy.
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Kosovarkixa, Lo I and Savinie, B. V. (The effect of DPT (Ciba-1906) on healthy
white mice and rats and on animals infected with rat leprosy.) Learned notes
of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 149-153.

The toxie dose of DPT (Ciba-1906) for healthy white miee 15 0.1-0.2 e, the non-
toxie dose 0.02-0.05 g, For rats the toxie dose is 0.3-0.5 g, the non-toxie dose 0,08-0.1
gm. In the internal organs of healthy animals given toxie doses of the drug, dystrophie
changes usnally develop, particularly in the liver (fatty and albuminous degeneration)
and in the kidneys (neerotizing nephrosis).  Neerotie processes are observed in the
gastric and intestinal mucosa, These findings indieate the need when treating leprosy
patients with DPT (Ciba-1906) to make earetul ehecks on the funetional condition of the
liver, kidneys, stomach and intestines.—N. TorsvEy.

Pocorerov, V. N, and Bapovskaga, Z. V. (An attempt to infeet guinea-pigs with Myeo-
hactevivm leprae, Mycobacterivm lepracwrinm and BCG when administering
cortisone.)  Learned notes of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9)

(1964) 154-160.

Administration of cortisone to guinea-pigs does not inerease their suseeptibility to
human and rat leprosy hacilli; but when they were infected with BCG vaceine, the infee-
tion progressed relatively more rapidly.—N. Torsrev.

Cerxvseva, L. M. (Pathohistologic changes at the site of injection ot lepromin in
guinea-pigs vaceinated with BCG)  Learned notes of the Institute for the
Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 185-191.

In guinea-pigs BOG vaceination causes changes in the reaction of the tissues to the
intradermal administration of lepromin. The changes are characterized by the develop-
ment of  cireumseribed lesions with a marked exndative component and a elear-ent
arrangement of the eellular elements into zones, and also by more rapid development ot
the lesions.—N. Torsvey,

Mercriy, G. V. and Borisova, S, S, (The complement fixation test in leprosy.) Sunnming-
up Conference of Dermatovenereologists. Zdanov (1964) 61-63.

The anthors carvied out G. V. Merelin's active modification of the complement fixation
test with the sera of 138 treated and 8 as vet untreated patients suffering from lepro-
matous leprosy and with 31 control sera from healthy persons. When rat lepromin was
used as an antigen, positive and weakly positive reactions were found in 113 of the
treated and in all the 8 untreated patients. When an antizen from BCG vaceine was
used, the corrosponding ficures were 81 and 6, hut among the healthy persons a positive
result was obtained only once, with antigen from rat lepromas. In the opinion of the
authors the positive reaction in the complement fixation test with sera from patients
suffering from lepromatons leprosy when lepromin and BCG vaceine are used as antigens
is the result of a specific reaction due to the presence in the serum of specific antibodies
(deteeted when Mitsuda lepromin is used as an antigen) and group antimyeobacterial
antibodies (detected when rat lepromin and BCOG vaceine are used as antigens), which
appear to be based on the biologie affinities of these bacteria with the cavsative agent
of leprosy and their possession of common antigenie properties—N. Torstvey,

Weeer, D., Haas, H., Rozaxsky, R. and Zirroxi, A, Evaluation of the tuberele phos-
phatide-kaolin agglutination test in tuberculosis.  Aeta tubere. Seandinav. 45
(1964) 118-122.

A new test detecting antiphosphatides, in whieh use is made of the phosphatide-
kaolin antigen, was deseribed by Takahashi, He found that the level of antiphosphatides
reflected the activity of tuberculosis more aceurately than other antibodies. The anthors
examined 488 sera. The phosphatide-kaolin agglutinins were found in 769 of sera from
persons sutfering from tuberculosis. The titer changed with amelioration of elinieal status.
Sixty sera from leprosy patients sent from the Tospital for Hansen's Disease in Jern-
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salem, gave similar vesults to those found in tuberculous patients. A titer of 1:16 or
higher was found only in 19 of the control group, whereas it was present in 57% of the
tuberculous, and in 67% of the leprosy patients.—F. SAcnER,

Mercar, A, R, DePaont, K. AL, Creasso, R, Camomaxa, J. M., Goxzavez, A., PobeEsTa, D,
and Martixez Prigro, P R. La reaceion de Rubino en lepra. (The Rubino
veaction in leprosy.) Leprologia (Buenos Aires) 8 (1963) 226-227,

The Rubino test was performed in 70 leprosy patients and 30 healthy persons. Speei-
ficity is claimed for the reaction. The sensitivity, however, was only 309%. Some relation
was noted between the Patlure of reaction and the antecedents of lepra reaction in lepro-
matous patients.—1. D. L. JONQUIERES,

Tararixov, Ju. S (hnmuno-eleetrophovetie analysis of blood-sernm proteins in leprosy
patients.)  Learned notes of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964)
106-112,

A comparative inmuno-electrophoretic analysis of the blood serum proteins in leprosy
patients and healthy persons, using “antileprosy™ and “antidonor”™ fmmune rabbit sera,
showed that the qualitative composition of the antigenie components in the serum proteins
undereoes no essential change in cases of leprosy.——N. Torsvgy,

Mercrix, G Voand Posorerov, Vo No (Use of the protein fraction of BCG vaccine as an
antigen in the complement fixation test with sera from leprosy patients.) Learned
notes of the Institute for the Study of Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 113-115.

The anthors earvied out complement fixation tests in parallel, nsing as antigens BCG
vaceine, rat lepromin and the protein fraction of BCG vaceine prepared by the modified
Dharmendra wethod. The BCG protein fraction proved somewhat less sensitive than the
vaeeine itself as an antigen in the complement fixation test with sera from persons suffer-
ing from lepromatous leprosy and treated with sulfones, and somewhat more sensitive
than the vaceine when the test was carried ont with sera from persons suffering from
treated tuberculoid leprosy.—XN. TORSUEV,

Daveekasova, F. A, (The effect of BCG vaceination and lepromin testing on the results
of the Mitsuda reaction.) Learned notes of the Institute for the Study of
Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 116-122,

Tn the eourse of a fve-year observation period no leprosy was found among negative
reactors to lepromin, either among those vaceinated with BCG (330 persons) or those
civen onlyv the lepromin test. Among persons with a positive reaction to lepromin, and
therefore not subjected to BCOG vaceination (3793 persons), 3 contracted leprosy (2
lepromatous, 1 tubereuloid). The author considers that persons reacting positively to
a 1:80 dilution of lepromin are exposed in endemie foei of' the disease to a risk of con-
tracting leprosy just as wmueh as the negative veactors and that they should be covered by
active prophylactic measures. A negative lepromin test may become positive both after
BCG vaceination and after the lepromin test itselt has been carried out. In view of the
long inecubation period in leprosy, comparative studies of morbidity among those vac-
cinated with BCG vaceine and those not so vaceinated should cover a long period (at least
10 years).—N. Torsvev,

Miraxna, R, N, Investigacio dermatolgica aplicada a lepra. (Dermatologic investiga-
tion applied to leprosy.) Publicacoes do Centro de Estudos Leprolégicos
(Parand) 4 (1964) 31-38,

Presence of bacilli in acute lepromatous lesions of the skin is inconstant, a faet
indicating the ocenrrence of eyeles in dissemination and destruction of baeilli in these
lesions. Baeilli may be found in the blood stream and urine, but at any moment they may
disappear from these bodily elements also. Baeilli are found, especially in the form of
globi, in leucoeytes and exudations from aente lesions. Tt may bhe concluded that the
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globi are destroyed little by little in these cells. Additional studies based on the original
work of Lopes de Favia and others were concerned with lepromin-like reactions to
extracts of normal skin (Favia reaction). The Favia reaction was found to agree with
the Mitsuda reaction in 929 of cases in type and 419 in intensity. The studies point to
nonspecifieity of the Mitsuda rveaction; there is evidence that it belongs to the biologic
phenomena designated “isopathie.”—E. R. Loxa.

Maxzurro, A, Maxzi, R, O, Lerevee, H. C. and De Boxis, J. Estudio comparativo
de baciloscopia eutdinea y baciluria acidorresistente en la poblacion de la Colonia
Sanatorio “Baldomero Sommer.” (A comparative study of entancous bacil-
oscopy and of acid-fast bacilluria in the inmates of the “Baldomero Sommer”
Sanitarium.) Rev. Arvgent. Leprol. 1 (1964) 23-27.

A seareh was made for acid-fast baeilli in the urine of 570 inmates of the “Sonmmer™
leprosarium. The baeilli was found in all elinieal types and forms in different proportions.
A surprising fact was the finding of acid-fast bacilli in the urine of a great number of
arrested eases, some of them considered enrved for morve than 5 years, with persistent
negativity in the baciloscopy of nmeus and skin, ineluding tuberenloid and indeterminate
cases. I these findings arve confirmed, the epidemiology of leprosy must be reviewed.
Account must he taken of the fact that in other works the authors reported recovery of
acid-fast bacilli from a river near the leprosarium, where dirty waters are discharged.—
E. D. L. JoNQUIERES,

Serian, S, Ubieacion de los bacilos de Hansen en las bacterienmias leprosas. (Loeation of
Hansen's baeilli in leprous bacteremia.) Leprologia (Buenos Aires) 8 (1963)
180-182.

Blood from 12 lepromatous patients was studied by the techmie of Crow. Only 2
bacilli were found extracellularly. Polynuelears carried from 1 to 3 bacilli, and mono-
eytes from 1 to 15, Seventy-nine baecilli were observed in a single monoeyte. In view of
the taet that there were 65 polynuclears for each 8 monoeytes, it seems that monoeytes
are the principal phagoevting cells— . D. L. JoNQUIERES.

Vasit'ev, N Voand Loparkix, O. N. (An attempt to grow a tissue culture for the study
of rat and human leprosy.) Learned notes of the Institute for the Study of

Leprosy 4 (9) (1964) 137-141.

In tissue cultures of liver and spleen, M. leprae was found to penetrate cells (as
many as 7 bacilli) for 8 days, but thereafter no inerease in its numbers was noted. Rat
leprosy was distinguished by the higher “take” rate of its bacilli (M. lepracmurinm)
when grown in a fluid medinm, by their marked affinity for white rat tissues and by
the more intensive growth of the eells in cultures of liver, spleen and skin tissues, For
8 days there were rat leprosy baeilli in the cells of the tissue eulture and even from the
40th to the 50th day, in 8 out of the 20 preparations examined, up to 20-22 bacilli were
found, arranged in groups.—N. Torsvkv.

WiLkinsox, F. F., Gaco, J. and Saxtapava, E. Bacillus proptermariam. Experiencia
animal. (Bacillus proptermariam. Fxperiments in animals.) Leprologia (Buenos

Aires) 8 (1963) 175-179.

Rats, mice and guinea-pigs were inoculated with baeillus proptermariam. Early bacil-
lemia, alopecia, eyanosis and dyspnea were noted. Twenty-two days after the inoculation
M. leprae was recovered from some of the animals. The authors speenlate on the possi-
bility of a eyele in M. leprae infeetion in which bacillus proptermariam could play a
role. This hypothesis is based on previous work in which the anthors, inoculating hybrid
mice with the technie of Chatterjee, recovered the baeillus proptermariam from the ani-
mals. Cyclomyein V. has proved effective in the treatment of signs provoked by the
bacillus—E. D. L. JONQUIERES.
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Winkinsox, F. F., Gaco, J. and Saxtasava, K. Pruebha terapéutica sobre ¢l bacillus
proptermariam. (Therapeutic assay of the bacillus proptermariam.) Leprologia
(Buenos Aires) 8 (1963) 156-188.

The following antibioties were tried on the bacillus proptermariom : tetracyeline,
pyrreolidin-inethyl-tetracyeline, kanamyein, c¢hloromyeetin, and a combination of tetra-
eveline and ehloromyeeting The results in vive were very poor, and not in agreement with
the vesults in the antibiograms. Some elinical response, with lessening ot infiltration in
lesions, was noted.—E. 1. L. JONQUIERES.

Bosg, . Lepra bubalorum. (Lepra bubalorum.) Leprologia (Buenos Airves) 8 (1963)
183-185.

The author deseribes the histopathology of lepra bubalorum, a condition similar to
luman leprosy that affeets the huffalo of Indonesia. The possible identity of this organism
and that of “hovine leprosy,” which affects cows, is under diseussion. It is usetul to re-
member this rare condition beeause in some cirenmstances it may be found in Argentina,
—(From author's summary)

Brusco, €. M. Consideracion acerca de la ensenanza v la investigacion en leprologia ( Con-
sideration of teaching and investigation in leprology.) Leprologia (Buenos
Aires) 8 (19063) 197-200,

For teaching purposes leprology must he studied with respeet to: bacteriology, gen-
eral pathology, histopathology, immunopathology, internal medicine, epidemiology, ecol-
ogy, alimentation, geneties, experimental leprosy, therapeuties, prevention, rehabilitation
and social aspeets. The anthor stresses the need for better training in internal medieine
for all leprologists. Prevention of mutilations and functional disorders is one of the most
important factors operating against fear, the prineipal element of prejudice—E. D. L.
JOXQUIERES,

Brusco, C. M. Grandeza v decadencia de los leprosarios, (Greatness and decadence of
leprosaria.) Rev. Argent. Leprol. 1 (1964) 7-10.
Facts and prejudice in leprosy are discussed. The value of leprosarvia in a leprosy
cmmpaign is stressed. Data on the cost of internment of patients arve given.—IK. D. L.
JONQUIERES,

(Ivoxpa Leprosarics, Desocrarie Rerpvenie o toe Coxco) Annual Report of the
Leprosavimn 1064, Iyvonda’s Catholic Mission near Coquilhatville, Equateur
Provinee, dated February 1965, mimeographed, 32 pages, 2 annexes, 1 map,
Coquilhatville, P. 0. Box 1028, D, R. of the Congo.

The number of hospitalized patients on December 31, 1964, was 663 (252 tubereu-
loid, 299 lepromatous, 62 borderline, 41 indeterminate, 14 not classified). Nine deaths
have oceurred among the patients (2 from poisoning with food or native drngs). Because
of administrative difficulties and poor communications, only 40 enred patients have been
discharged. Outpatient treatment coverage has heen extended deeply in the hinterland,
with 486 patients under supervision. Sixty-six new ecases have been detected through
case finding, among which were 44 eases with early lesions. The coverage includes 75
villages, visited twice monthly by ear or hievele (463 miles of travelling). The staff in-
cludes 42 Congolese personnel at present as well as 9 Europeans, 19 of whom are con-
nected directly with medieal activities and 23 with administrative or other duties (kitch-
en, schools, messengers, ete.) In addition, assistance is given occasionally by WIHO per-
sonnel from Coquilhatville. The staff does not inelude a physician at present. Training
of fellows for the leprosy eampaign has been initiated under the auspices of “Les Amis
du Pére Damien.” In addition a dispensary for general medical assistance and publie
health activities is maintained by the Mission (36,833 consultations, 222 deliveries, 499
children registered at the well-babies elinie, during 1964). Routine laboratory examina-
tions (bacteriologic examination for mycobacteria, hemoglobin, KSR, thick smear for
malaria, nrine, ete.) numbered 7539 in 1964, Extensive physiotherapeutic activities have
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been under way (216 plaster easts, 1603 wax-bath treatments, 137 x-ray examinations.)
Twenty-nine patients have completed training in rehabilitation and learned a trade (21
carpenters, 2 eleetricians, 2 mechanies, ete.). The institution counts 174 erippled per-
sons. Brief and rather optimistic wmention is made of the extreme difficulties against
which the stafl has to struggle in maintaining its activities. It is extraovdinary to see
how Iyonda’s leprosarimm is maintaining its standards and extending its activities, in
spite of the major difficulties encountered at present in this region with a very limited
budget. The main feature is the development in 1964 of outpatient activities, ease-finding,
and treatment, depending on the institution and covering the whole Kalemba terrvitory.
Integration in the general publie health serviee is sought in a reverse way; Le., leprosy
activities are used to stimulate the still existing dispensaries and give general assistance
i the area (more than 1,000 consultations for other diseases given during the ease-find-
ing nhetivities for leprosy in 1964). A remarkable fact is that, althongh oceasional men-
tion is made of the names of different members of the personnel, the obvious authors
of the report are not named. For information, they are: Father Alfonse Cloes, Superior
of the Mission, Sister Amanda Lemeire, head-nurse, and Mr. K. Moris, leprosy officer
and physiotherapist.)—M. F. Lecnar.



