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'I'h e dcath of Dr .. Jose ;\1. 1\1. I ~'erllalld(';t, 011 July :21, ]96;), ",ill have 
come as a profollnd shock to his lllall), fl'i clld ::; all 0\,('1' the world . ']'0 us 
who have had the privilege of working ",ith him, hi s 10::;::; i ::; irreparahle. 

It will be r emembered tha t last yca 1' , on hi ::; rl'tu rn from London, 
Dr. F ernimdez suffe r:ed a stroke and had to be admitted into ho ::; pital. 
His friends and colleagues hoped that he would r ecovcr ::; ufficicntly to 
guicle the International Lepros:' .... ssociatioll actinl)' once agl1 ill , hut 
thi s wa s llOt to be. 

' 1'0 IIlC pc rsonally, 1h. I ~'(' rn alld(';t,' passing ]l1 ('aIiS the loss of a 
high ly rcve red professional hrother, for Ollr friendship spanll('d a pe
riod of almost th irty ),('<11'8. I fir st nll't hinl in Cairo ill ]938 at the IVth 
In t('r ll atiollal Congress of L('])ros)" a lld since that date meeting Dr. 
Wernalldez at the various Intel'l1ational Congr csscs ha s bcen 11 privilege 
and olle that 1 shall a lways r emember. 

In dermatology, as well as in leprology Dr. Fernandez' name has 
ever been held in gr eat r espect. H e wa s a man of outstanding personal
tty, great integrity and professional competence. During a ce rtain try
ing period in the politica l history of his country his courage, hi s intell cc
tual and scientifi c hon esty, and his straightfOl'\\'al'dll(' and willingn ess 
to stand up for his principles r esulted in a time of strain and stress and 
till' loss of profess ional appo inln1l'nts. Dr. F crnand ('z ha s always up
held those p rincipl ('s in medicin e whi ch a rc the bas is of our prof(' ss ioll 
and without whi ch the Hippoc ratic oath is H mere r e' J)(' titioll of word s of 
110 significance. 

III r es(,Hrch and its app li cat'ion Lo th0 (1 ('1<1 of lll('di cine Dr. FC1'llan 
cl('z was outstand in g. Hi s l1Hll1 (, ",ill always he associHte'd with the' ('arly 
lepromin r eaction, knowll as the F ernandez r eaction. Always a prag-
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IIlUti::.:L, for hi s cUli cepts uf t111~ pl'iHcipl es uf dOl'lllHtolugy aile! Il'prosy 
were a lways geared to the practi cal, he hl'lcL little I1 se for theol'i 7.ing 011 

qu es tions that had JlO application to hi s dail y work. 
Dr. F ernandez ' work and life have encouraged lllany of his COUll

tr'ymen, and men of science throughout the world, to continue and en
la rge their own endeavors. \Ve all owe much to his leader ship. J per
sona lly r emember his kindly smile and hi s ellthusia stic welcome. His 
very handshake inspired confidence. J1~veJl as 1 write this, J: can vi sualize 
him ]JOW, separating himself from his coll eagues and coming forward to 
sha.ke hand s with me in that manner that endeared him to us a ll. 

Dr. F ema.nd ez ' leader ship in the Jntel'nationalLeprosy Association 
and his preemin ence in the field of dermatology \\' ere greatl y adm ir ed, 
and his opinions among his profess ional colleagues eagerly sought. 

Our dear fri end , we salute you as one of the gr eat dermatologists 
and leprologists. \Ve pay our r espects to you as a beloved colleague. 
vVe mourn your loss and to your wife and fRmily we extend our heart
felt condolences. 

Ave et Vale ! 
H OBI·: wr G. COC I-'IHAN Jo; 

P ART 2 01<' THIS I SSUE 01" THE JO UR NA L 
CONFERENC E; OK LEPROSY R.E SEARCH 

This issue of THE JOURNAL is published in two parts, the second and 
larger of which r eports the P'roceeclings of a conference, with inter 
national participation, sponsored by the Leonard , Vood ~ l emorial 
(American Leprosy Foundation) and the Armed Forces Jnstitute of 
Pathology in Washington, D. C., " seeking ways," accordillg to the orig
inal announcement of the confer ence, "to break through a 91-year-old 
impasse that has blocked r esearch efforts " in the long study of leprosy, 
The impasse to which the announcement r eferred is the inability of 
scientific investigators to devise effective and l'eliable methods for 
growing Mycobacte1"iurn Zeprae in artificial culture in the laboratory. 

The Program Committee of the Leonard \V ood :Memorial, headed 
by Dr. Chapman H. Binford, Medical Director of the Memorial, invited 
approximately one hundred and fifty scientific experts in variou, :fi elds 
to a ssemble for a four-day confer ence in vVashingion, May 11-14, 1965, 
to discuss this and closely r elated problems. A substantial numher of 
those invited to participate wer e experts, not in the :fi eld of leprosy, but 
in other disciplines in microbiology, who had been successful, after long 
effort, in laboratory growth of bacteria and fun gi tha t had long r esisted 
all attempts to cultivate them artificially. 

Tn order to inform and stimulate thcse invcs ti gators, in turn, th e 
Program Committee arranged for each day of the COnfCl'Cll Ce a number 


