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Dr. Binford. We shall now go on to
clinical investigations. Dr. Skinsnes, Professor of Pathology at the University of
Chicago, is, as you know, well known in
leprosy work. He was for several years
Senior Lecturer at the University of Hong
Kong, and while th ere became greatly interes ted .in leprosy. He is doing what Dr.
Cochrane has urged, viz., bringing leprosy
research into a university circl e. We are
much pleased that he will this afternoon be
the chairman of the session on clinical research,
Dr. Skinsnes. Pathologists have been
happy to attend a conference avowedly
dedicated to study of bottleneck problems in cultivating mycobacteria, particu-

larl y M. le prae. Like Dr. Binford I have
a personal aversion to counting bacilli , but
I am a~ved by thos e who have th e pati ence,
th e persistence and th e dexterity to do so.
' Ve are more concerned with the function s
of tissue resistance to pathogens than with
the technic of the cultivation of M. leprae,
but we stand waiting breathl essly for somebody to cultivate enough of the organism
to give us more tools to work with. ' Ve
have several interesting papers this afternoon. Dr. Browne from Nigeria and many
other parts of the world, whom we have
met at many conferences before, who is
known to all of us, and needs no furth er
introduction, will speak on "Some clinical
problems awaiting solution by research."

Some Clinical Problems Awaiting Solution by Research
S. G. Browne, O.B.E. , F.R.C.P.1

Confronted as they are every day by patients who are never free from the risks of
acu te exacerbation and severe nerve damage in the course of years of treatment,
clinical leprologists can never be complacent. It is the over-sanguin e and superfi cial
observer, be he physician or journalist, who
is bemused by the relative successes of
sulfone therapy and satisfied with the present state of therapeutic progress. It is not
only ques tions of b'eatment that bristl e \vith
unresolved problems, Whenever a funda' Leprosy Service R esearch Unit. Uzuakoli, Eastern
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mental question is posed on some clinical
aspect of leprosy, the only honest answers
that can be given at present are at best
equivocal and at worst confessions of ignorance.
My object in this paper is to indicate certain obvious and not-so-obvious clinical
problems in leprosy that await solution .
Many of these problems touch upon the
domains of the dermatologist and the neurologist; most of th em concern closely th e
immunologist and the biochemist. All of
them present a challenge to some ancillary
discipline allied to basic pathology, and
all are related more or less directly to th e
intensely practical "theoretic" qu es tions we

759

