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SUR1'1'I 'LE FOR. 1'17E JOURNA l , AND CHANGE TN :FORMA'l' 

-Within r ecent months the Editorial Board of Tm; .TOURNAJ~ and the 
Connci l of til(' Int erllational Leprosy Association havC' c1ppro\'(:,d cer ­
tain challges in the covel' and format of rl't-II'; JO UltNAL, to take e ffect_ 
",ith the first issue fol' H)66, i.e. , Yolume 3+, Number], fol' the mOllth 
.J allua l'y-M arch. 

']'he sc ient i fi c investigation of leprosy ha s always profited f ronr 
1H1vances in the und erstanding of pathogenetic factors aJl(1 the cl inical' 
co urse of other diseases ca used by microorgani sms of the genus .11,1/(,0-

bar-ieriU11I . rl'h e utilization in leprosy of staining procedures, epidemio­
logic methods and chemotherapeutic d rugs used successfnl ly in ttl ber ­
culosis, and the leads obtained for investigation of M. lep'ra e through 
an understanding of the unique growth requirements of the etiologic' 
agent of .Tohne's di sease, are cases in point. Many othel' examples­
could be cited. Disease of mycobacterial origin occurs in mice. rats, 
cats, cattle of wide variety, .fi sh and other cold blooded animals, birds­
of many species, and numerous other forms of life. In not ~ few of 
these the hi stopathologic picture in affecte(1 ti ssues bears same resem­
hlance to that of leprosy. ~I'hus, howeve l' illogical it may be, and an­
Hoying at t imes to expert lep rologists, such terms as rat, cat, and bird 
leprosy, and lepra hubalo!'um, have crept into leprosy literature, CO Il­

fusing some issues, a s well as calling attention to some factors in com­
mon. Currently infection s by Mycobacterium ulcerans and Mycobac­
t erium balnei evoke increased interest, partly because of the necep,sar~r 
differential diagnosis from leprosy in some area s of the world. As a 
mattC'!' of fact, j)('sides thei!' shared sta inin g charactC'ristics, certain 
othC'r attrihutes,including optimum temperature requirements for ­
growth of the etiologi c agents, a re r eminiscent of factor s beliend to 
playa role in the multiplication of M. lep'rae. 

,,'lith such facts in mind, and a practical interest in increa sing 
circulation of ~rHg .T OURNAL by bringing in an audience of wider inter­
est, members of the IGditorial. Board constitnting a majority of the · 
Board, meeting in '\iVashington, D. C. in May ]965 in connection with a 
r esearch conference on leprosy problems sponsored by the Leonard 
"Vood Memorial and the U. S. Armed F ,orces Institute of Pathology, 
recommended that the suhtitle "and other mycobacterial dif3eases" (in 
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small e l' t~' pe ) he appended to the tit l(· !KTEI\NATIO:\AL .)OL' I{:-IAL OF 

LEPROSY. Subsequent circulation of llOard memhers ]Jot present nt- that 
meeting r es ulted in approntl withont a dis sent ing vote, 

H should be noted that ill makillg the r ecommendation the Boa I'd 
wi shed to strengthen the rol e of ~~ I:-IE .JOUltNAL in its primary purpose of 
adding to knowledge of leprosy, and not to open its pages to indepen ­
dent expos ition of new facts on other di sea ses now well cared for in 
othe r journals, as in the ca se of tuberculosis. rrh e subtitl e s imply 
places r esponsibility on the I ~~ditol'ial Board for the acceptance mid 
selection of original arti clcs and ahstracts from cnrrent literature on 
mycohacterial di sease that have a rccogn i~abl e hearing on the propaga­
tion of under standing; of leprosy. 

~rhe change r ecomm ended by the I~~ditorial Boa I'd wa s approved by 
the Counci l of the [ntel'national Leprosy Association by mail vote fol ­
lowing circularization among it s membcrs by lite Secr etary-rrrea sul'er 
of the Association, in .Tuly ] ~)6;"), of a lette r with reference to the change 
prepared hy the Acting Pres ident of the I nte rnational Lepros ~' Asso­
ciatioll. 

_A_ secolld change approved by the J ~~ clitorial Hoard is in the inte res t 
of economy. As most member s of the ILA know, ~~ J-H: JOURYAT~ n\ll s 11 

substantial deficit each year, which has to be mad e up at prcscnt from 
other sources than the membership of the Association. rrh e JJL is not 
alon e in this r espect. Years ago it was learned in the managem ent of 
other medical journals that a s ubstantially larger number of word s can 
be placed on a single page, without proportionate increa se in printing 
and mailing costs, by going to the douhle (or in larger size journals, 
tripl e ) column format. The trend in thi s (lay of rising costs is entirely 
in that direction . The majority of r eader s, if not all, al so find th e 
smaller line of th e doubl e column format ea sie r to follow in continuoll s 
r eading. rL'he r ecent convers ion of L eprosy Heview to th e doubl e col­
umn format is an illu stration of th e trend. 

_A t the May ] 96;) meeting of the Editorial Board is wa s recom­
m ended that the P1'oceedings of the R esearch Conference in which they 
wer e taking part, be publish ed in rCHE .TOURXAL in double column for­
mat, and, if that course appeared practical, to commence publication of 
the r egular issu es of THE .TOUBKAL in similar form in 1966, The Boar(l 
a s a whol e later approved the change by mail. ~Che Proceedings of the 
confer ence wer e published in that f orm a s Part 2 of the issne of THI'; 
.TOU RXAL for July-September 196;"), and on the bas is of that experi ell ce 
~rHl': .J OUBNAL will use the doubl e column format r eg-ularly ill 1966. 

The attention of r eaders of the ]xn:nxATTOxAL JOl; RNAL OF TiP-PROSY 
is called to the fa ct tha t ce rtain changes in th e subscription price for 
n onmember s of the Interna tional Lepros~' r\ ssociation will S0011 be n ec­
essary. These 'will he the suhject of a later communica tion from the 
busin ess management of rrHE .) OU RXAL. 

l~s ~J:Oxn R. LOXG 


