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ON STANDARD DEFINITIONS 

In correspond ence submitted to the Archives of Dernw tology [90 
(1964) 434] Drs. Thomas L. 'Watt and Oti s F. Jillson point out that: 

It is surprising that standard definitions of most primary lesions have never been 
agreed upon by derllwtologists. This became apparent to us in a recent departmental 
confe rence, when mcmbers of the same institution disagreed on tbe meanings of such 
elelll entary terllls a ~ macule, p apule, nodule, tumo'I", 'Vesicle, and bulla. Indeed, when we 
turned to various textbooks for substantiation, we fo und there was no unanimity of 
thought alll ong the several authors as to the exact definitions of these "primary lesions." 
The situation has been compounded over the yea rs because of the f ailure of the authori­
ties (1) to concur in size lilllitntions of Ill os t of the lesions, (2 ) to appreciate the di­
mension of depth intrinsic to nodules and tumors, a nd (3 ) to ex pand the termin ology to 
include such Icsions ns pa /I' li es and plaques. 

rl~h e l'(, follow. a (li scussion of textbook usages of, most important, 
macule and patch (the form er a small Rat les ion , the latter a large r 
on e), al so of pap1lle and plaqu e (again small versus larger), ant1 of 
nodules and t1,tmO'l's . They invite discussion of the following dennitioll s, 
saying that the r cm. cutoff point had been found practical in use. 

:JIneul e : up to ].0 (' Ill in size, circumscribed, Ant, color chnnge 
Patch : > 1.0 Clll in s ize, cil'cumsc ribed, fla t, color chnnge 
p[lpule: up to 1.0 cm ill size, cir('ulll scribed, elcvated, superfi cial, solid 
Plaque: > 1.0 cm in s ize, circullIscribed, e l ev fl t~d , superfi cial , solid 
~ odule: up to 1.0 elll in size, solid with depth 
TUlllor: > 1.0 em in size, solid with depth 
Vesicle: up to 1.0 cm in s ize, circumscribed, elevated, fluid-fill ed 
Bulla : > 1.0 cm in size, circumscribed, elevated, fluid-fill ed 
Pustul e : vari es in s ize, circumscribed, elevated, pus-fill ed 
\Vh ea l: varies in size, elevated, transient 

Note is made here of these proposals for the same purpose, to in­
vite comments hy leprologi sts as to their suitabil ity for use 'in lepro y. 
- H. YV. \¥. 


