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rosy administration in those countries. His 
efforts have contributed greatly to the prog­
ress of research on leprosy in Japan. 

Dr. Hamano was a' man of strong con­
victions and decisive action, and an ex­
cellent organizer. His zeal to relieve lep-

rosy patients and to promote research on 
leprosy should be esteemed highly and 
long remembered after his death , in Japan 
as well as in other countries. 

- K ANEHIKO KITAMUHA 

Orestes Diniz 
1902-1966 

The leprology fami ly has lost one of its 
most distinguished members with the death 
of Orestes Diniz on 16 February 1966 at 
Belo Horizonte, Brazil. 

Born in Varginha, State of Minas Gerais, 
Brazil, on 26 April 1902, Orestes Diniz 
finish ed his secondary studies at Belo 
Horizonte and then entered the Medical 
School of the University of Minas Gerais. 
H e graduated in 1929, at the age of 27. 

His career as a leprologist began in 1930 
at the Inspectorate of Leprosy and Venereal 
Diseases, under the sponsorship of his 
teacher Prof. Antonio Aleixo. He was the 
first director of the leprosarium Santa Iza­
bel Colony, which was inaugurated in De­
cember 1931, and lived there for seven 
years, working in the institution as a de­
voted scientist and dynamic administrator 
with a high humanitarian spirit. H e be­
came Chief of the Leprosy Service in 1939, 
and Director of the Department of H ealth 
of the State of Minas Gerais. He then 
returned to his former post. He became 
Director of the National Leprosy Service 
in 1956, and was General Director of the 
National Public Health Department in 1960 
and 1961. Although then retired from pub­
lic life, he was called back as Director 
of the Division of Hospital Organization 
of the Ministry of Health. 

He was assistant in the Department of 
D ermatology and Professor of Leprology 
at the School of Medicine of the State of 
Minas Gerais , giving courses on leprosy in 
Minas Gerais and other states. During his 
professional career as a leprologist, profes­
sor, and health administrator, he worked 

in the public health services of the State 
of Minas Gerais and the Federal Govern­
ment. 

Possessed, as he was, of great medical 
culture and experience with Hansen's dis­
ease, both in its scientific and social as­
pects, he always stimulated and helped 
various na tional and international institu­
tions. He was a member of numerous pro­
fess ional associations, including the Coun­
cil of the International Leprosy Associa­
tion. His principal activity was in the field 
of leprology. In this he was known na­
tionally and internationally. 

H e was Commander of the Military 
and Hospital Order of St. Lazarus of Jeru­
salem and Bethlehem, of the Order of 
Medical Merit of Brazil, and the Order of 
Inconfidencia of Minas Gerais. 

He published 150 scientific papers, many 
of them in collaboration with other inves­
tigators. In the literary field he wrote an 
interesting work entitled Variaf{oes em tOI'­
no do mesmo tema (Variations around the 
same theme), published in 1959, and an­
other of great success, in 1963 entitled 
Nos tambem somas gente (We too are peo­
pIe), which recorded his memories of thirty 
years among leprosy patients . 

His was a spirit devoted to study, during 
all his long and profitable career. He had 
a magnanimous heart, turned always to his 
brothers suffering from Hansen's Di5ease. 

His motto was: "Indulgent toward oth­
crs ; scvere with himself." 

- EHNANI AClUcoLA 


