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a ncw organism on such evidence. Months 
went by while we tried aga in. At that time 
the positive cultures were useless to us; 
later they were an impediment. 

During a lon g period we had thought 
and talked about the possible significance 
of the temperature of the sites of the le­
sions in man and animals. Many scraps of 
evidence accumulated , but we were par­
ti cularly impressed b y the primary epi­
didymal lesions in male rats, and th e no­
tion that the function of the scrotum is to 
keep the tes tes cool. In female rats we ob­
tained no intra-abdominal ' les ions. The 
growth of the cultures mentioned above, 
a t 37°C, seemed to refute these ideas. 

Just then we had no rats a t a suitable 
stage to obtain the fresh fluid which w e 
assumed would be necessary for culture. 
Because we could not go on, it occurred 
to Glen Buckle to check the records and 
he saw that the growths were all associated 

type and he deduced that it might have 
an unsa ti sfactory heat circulation. He found 
that although its thermometer varied only 
insignificantly from 3r, the floor varied be­
tween 33° and 37° during each three OJ 

four hour heating-cooling cycle. In retro· 
spect it appeared from the records thai 
we had placed subcultures and "repeat' 
cultures in other more conveniently situ· 
a ted incubators. The evidence of the cuI · 
tures was now in agreement with our idea~ 
on temperature. As I sa id , we had no fresh 
fluid , but we had several fluids stored in 
the refrigera tor ; we attempted culti va tion 
and this time we were success ful. 

It was the idea that the site of the lesions 
would be below 37°C that led us to exam­
ine the incubator and not vice versa. W e 
thought this was an interes ting series of 
ideas and observations. 
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Malignant Lymphoma In Lepro sy 

T o THE EDlTOn: 

In the leprosy hospital Colonia B. Som­
mer in Buenos Aires there are always about 
800 patients in isolation, making up a stable 
population. One of us has found some of 
them to be suffering from malignant lym­
phomas, as well as leprosy. In a review of 
1,200 clinical histories, however, we could 
find only five such cases, which we could 
study clinically, pathologically and hema­
tologically. A sixth case was found in the 
Instituto Municipal de H ematologia. The 
leprosy was discovered in this case after 
original admission of the patient for the 

hematologic disorder. After an intensive 
review of the litera ture at our disposal we 
have found an account of only one other 
case ( reported b y Dr. P. Bosq in El Dia 
Ivl edico 27 ( 1955) 3195-3198). W e are in­
terested to learn if readers of this letter can 
give us other references to this association 
of the two diseases. 
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