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NEWS and NOTES 

This department fu. rnishes information concerning institu.tions, organizations, 
and individuals engaged in work on leprosy alld otl, er mycobacterial diseases. 
alld makes note of scientific meetings and other matters of interest, 

C ha nges in Prospect for Th ree 
U. S. Leprosy Cente rs 

The Carville Stcw for March-April 1966 
called attention to certain changes in pros­
pect for the three leprosy centers in the 
United States, i.e., the hospital at Carville, 
La., the Hale Mohalu Center in Pearl City, 
Oahu, Hawa ii , and the Kalaupapa Settle­
ment in the island of Molokai in Hawaii . 
The Hale Mohalu center has deteriorated 
and will be replaced by a new 85 bed hos­
pital cos ting $1.8 million. The enrollment 
of pa tients at the center at Kalaupapa has 
decreased . Only 61 patients with active 
disease remain, but some 136 other pa­
tients who have recovered have elected 
to stay at the center. At Carville present 
plans call for construction of a new clini­
cal and office building to replace the old 
infirmary building and house various treat­
ment and clinical facilities. The bed ca­
pacity will be 70 infirmary beds, 40 beds 
for protective care and 30 beds for the 
neuropsychiatry unit. Funds for the mod­
ernization are expected to be availab le in 
the fiscal year 1968. One hundred and 
eighty patients with active leprosy and 120 
recovered patients were reported as res i­
dent in the U.S.P.H .S. Hospital at Carville. 
( The Carville Star 2S ( 1966 ) 8.) 

Seve nth American Leprosy 
Missions Seminar 

The seventh annual seminar on leprosy 
sponsored jointly by American Leprosy 
Missions and the U. S. Public Health Serv­
ice was held at Carville, La., April 14-20, 
1966, with participants selected by Ameri­
can Leprosy Missions, including physicians, 
surgeons, nurses, physiotherapists, occupa­
tional therapists, technicians and adminis­
trators. Drs. O. VV. Hasselblad and Paul 
W. Brand emphas ized the necessity of co­
ordinating all leprosy work, governmental 
as well as mission and private, to ensure 
proper progress in control of the disease. 
Dr. H asselblad pointed out that the time 
is pas t when a mission center can carry on 
effective leprosy work without regard to 
other programs in the area. Dr. Brand 
stressed the role of the WHO and govern­
ernment programs in dealing with large 
numbers of patients, and the wisdom of 
mission institutions in offering their hospi­
tal facilities for rehabilitation and surgical 
treatment in 'WHO and government pro­
grams. 

NEWS ITEMS 

Bolivia: Three new hospitals. In cere­
monies attended by Bolivian government 
offi cials and church leaders, three new hos­
pitals were recently dedicated at the Boli­
vian Indian Mission Leprosarium on the 
shores of Lake Victoria in the Beni Area. 
The new units of the 18-year-old treatment 
center, which has been renamed the Walter 
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J. Herron Leprosarium after its late found­
er-director, consist of a cl inic, a dispensary 
and a hospital ward. There are about 50 
res ident patients. In addition the lepro­
sarium conducts a program for domiciliary 
treatment in surrounding towns. [News 
from A.L.M., February 1966.] 
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Paraguay: C onstnlction of new leprosy 
clinic building. The "Patronato de Lepro­
sos," a voluntary agency serving leprosy 
patients in Asunci6n and its environs, has 
commenced construction of a modern lep­
rosy clinic building with financial support 
from American Leprosy Missions. The clinic 
building will include treatmen t rooms, a 
dispensary, laboratories, consultation rooms, 
offices, a library and an auditorium. It is 
es timated that there are 60,000 victims of 
leprosy in Paraguay, of whom 16 per cent 
are reached by the Patronato and govern­
ment and mission programs. [From News 
from A.L.M., February 1966.] 

Venezuela: Visits by leprosy experts. 
A follow-up program, based on the two 
month course on leprosy rehabilitation held 
in the spring of 1965 in Caracas under the 
auspices of the Pan-American Health Or­
ganization, the Government of Venezuela, 
the International Society for Hehabilitation 
of the Disabled , American Leprosy Mis­
sions, and the World Hehabilitation Fund, 
has been set up which will include visits 
in Argentina, Paraguay, Ecuador, Colom­
bia, Mexico and Venezuela during 1966 by 
Dr. Paul W. Brand of Carville, La. , U. S. A. 
and Dr. Jose Arvelo of the Division of Der­
matology of the Venezulean Ministry of 
Health. Their visits will include discussions 
with participants in the 1965 course who 
returned to their countries to carry out 
recommendations made at the rehabilita­
tion course in Caracas. [From News from 
A.L.M., April 1966.] 

Germany: ALM opens office. American 
Leprosy Missions has opened a joint office 
in Frankfurt, Germany, which will serve 
as a distribution point for educational and 
informational materials on leprosy. 

Switzerland: WHO Expert Committee 
on Leprosy. Reporting on its meeting in 
Geneva July 27-August 2, 1965, the World 
Health Organization's Expert Committee 
on Leprosy reported that leprosy patients 
all over the world have benefited from the 
efforts of voluntary leprosy organizations. 
More emphasis than ever before is being 
placed by these agencies on research. 

Taiwan: Increase in number of clinics. 
The Taiwan Leprosy Relief Association, in 
its annual report for 1965, reported that 
there has been a steady increase in the 
number of patients treated in the nine clin­
ics operated by the Association. Treatment 
has been hampered by lack of qualified per­
sonnel. It is estimated that some 6,000 lep­
rosy patients in Taiwan are not receiving 
treatment. In the report data are given on 
the leprosy rehabilitation program of the 
Association, with a summary of the deform­
ities of various types encountered. The 
report also includes summaries from the 
individual hospitals and clinics operating 
in the antileprosy program. 

Uganda: New leprosy hospital. Dona­
tions by the German Federal Government, 
the cities of Hilden and Wuerzburg and 
the German Foundation for Leprosy, fi ­
nanced a leprosy hospital with 86 beds, 
opened recently at Buluba near Lake Vic­
toria in the central African state of Uganda. 
[Deutsch. Aerztebl. March 12, 1966; 
].A.M.A. 196 ( 1966 ) 748.] 

United States: Kellen·berger Memo rial 
Foundation. A foundation , designated the 
Kellersberger Memorial Foundation, has 
been es tablished by Americatl Leprosy Mis­
sions to honor the life and work of its for­
mer general secretary Dr. Eugene R. Kel­
lersberger "to insure the ongoing of many 
basic principles in Christian leprosy work 
instituted by Dr. Kellersberger." Initially 
A.L.M.'s Board of Directors will use the 
Foundation's gifts to help es tablish the All 
Africa Leprosy and Rehabilitation Training 
Center in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, a project 
proposed by Dr. Kellersberger 22 years ago. 
[News from A.L.M., April 1966.] 

Stanley Stein Award. The first annual 
Stanley Stein award for "services beyond 
the call of duty" in leprosy ,"vork has been 
awarded posthumously to Dr. Edgar B. 
Johnwick. The $100, which goes with the 
award, will be put in the present fund for 
es tablishing the Edgar B. Johnwick Me­
morial Reading Room in conjunction with 
the Carville Medical Library. [Carville Stat 
25 (1966) 10.] 
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United Kingdom: Regulations for care 
of leprosy patients. Th e Carvi lle Star re­
ports the substance of a debate on thc sub­
ject of le prosy in the British House of Com­
mons in February 1966. Mu ch of the discus­
sion centered on changes in Parli :lment's 
regulations of such character as to level the 
"wall of secrecy" which, in the past, has 
interfered with proper care of leprosy pa­
tients. A "spccial Panel of Leprosy Opin­
ion" was es tablished by the Ministry of 
I [ealth . to assist public he:l lth officers in 

problems of diagnosis in volving lcprosy and 
th c management of cases and contacts. 

Mexico: 1\1 e:rican Association for Action 
against Lewosy. The Mexican Association 
for Action ag:linst Leprosy in its 19th gen­
eral assembly of members on 28 April 1966 
elected the following officers , among others , 
to serve from 1966 to .1968 : Pres idcnt, 
Fern ando Latapi; Vice-presiclent, Amado 
Saul ; Secre tary, Victor Manuel Buiz Godoy; 
Treasurer, Sirita Concepcion Perez Cas tro . 

PERSONALS 

Dn. MEHLIN L. BnuBAKEH, Medical Of­
ncer in Charge, U.S.P.H.S. Hospital , Car­
ville, recently spent several weeks in the 
Hyukyu Islands as consultant on leprosy 
for the U. S. Civil Administration in the 
Islands. His trip included a visit in Oki­
nawa. 

PASTOH \"'EHNEH DICKE, head of the An­
nastift, Center for the Habilitation and 
Hehabilitation of Physically Disabled, in 
Hannover-Kleefeld for 25 years, has b een 
named President of the Tenth World Con­
gress of the International Society for He­
habilitation of the Disabled , replacing Dr. 
K. Lindeman (see below). 

DH. OLIVEH W. HASSELBLAD, President of 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc. , has been 
made a member of the U. S. President's 
Committee on Employment of the Handi­
capped, a committee made up of repre­
sentatives of labor, industry and the pro­
fessions , national , civic and veterans bodies, 
and organizations for the handicapped , to 
provide a continuing program of public in­
formation and education for employment 
of the handicapped. [Carville Star 25 
( 1966 ) 14.] 

PnoF. DR. ME)). K. LINDEMAN, Professor 
and Director of the Orthopedic Institute 
of the University of Heidelberg and first 
Chairman of the German Society for He­
habilitation of the Disabled , who was to 
serve as Pres ident of the Tenth World Con­
gress of the International Society for He­
habilitation of the Disabled to be held in 

vViesbaden, Germany, September 11-17, 
J966, died on April 9, .1966. 

Dn. INDHA BAIIADUI1 MALI, Senior L ep­
rologist in th e Government of Nepal, the 
nrst leprologist from Nepa l to take part 
in the training program of the Agency 
for International D evelopment, has re­
turned to Nepal after receiving the degrees 
of Master of Public Health and Master of 
Tropical Medi cine at Tulane University. 
[From Carville Star 25 ( 1966 ) 5.] 

Dn. JOHN M. H . P EAHSON, who has re­
cently been on home leave in England, re­
turned in June 1966 to the Leprosy He­
search Unit at Sungei Buloh, Malaya. 

Dn. JOHN H. S. PETTIT, who b ecame in­
terested in leprosy while professor of der­
matology in the University of Siraz in Iran, 
and after January 1962, worked for the 
British Medical Hesearch Counci l as Of­
ncer in Charge of the Research Unit at 
Sungei Buloh Leprosarium in Malaya, 
started work in Jul y 1966 as Chief of Pro­
fessional Training and Research at the 
United Sta tes Public H ealth Service Hos­
pital in Carville, Louisiana, U. S. A. 

DB. KOCHU KUN.l U PHABHAKAnAN, bio­
chemist, who has been with the Indian 
Cancer Hesearch Center in Bombay for 
the past 16 years , has joined the laboratory 
staff of the U .S.P.H.S. Hospital a t Carville. 

SISTEH I-IILAHY Boss, who assumed a new 
post in Japan nve years ago after 37 years 
of service at the U.S.P.R.S. Hospital at Car-
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vi lle, re turned to Carville for a visit in 
February. Sister Hilary will have been a 
nun for 50 years in November of this year. 
The part she played in the original inves­
tigation of the va lue of prom in in the treat­
ment of leprosy is noted in the reprinted 
article on that subject in this issue of THE 
JOUI1 NAL ( pp. 298-310 ). 

DB. JOli N R. THAUTMAN, formerly Chie f 
of the Clinical Branch at the U. S. Pub­
lic Health Servi ce Ilospital at Carville, 

La., has been transferred to the position of 
Medical Officer in charge at the U.S.P.H.S . 
Hospital in San Francisco. 

DR. M. F. R. WATEHS, currently on the 
staff of the National Institute for Medical 
Hesearch in London, wi ll return to Malaya 
in October 1966 to take ch ~Hgo of the Lep­
rosy Hesearch Unit at Sungei Buloh , which 
is operated under the joint auspices of the 
Malaysian Ministry of Health and the Brit­
ish Medical Hesea rch Council. 

OBITUARY 

Saul Adler 
1895-1966 

Professor Saul Adler was born in 1895 
in Hussia and came as a child of five to 
England, where he studied medicine at 
the University of Leeds. He served as Hegi­
mental Medical Officer in Mesopotamia 
during World vVar I , and there became in­
terested in tropical diseases. After the war 
he studied at the Liverpool School of Trop­
ical Medicine, and then worked in Sierra 
Leone. 

His belief in the future of the Jewish 
National Home brought him to Palestine in 
1924, whore he function ed as Professor 
of Parasitology at the Hebrew University 
and its Medical School until his death on 
25 January 1966. 

Adler's work was important in several 
fi elds. Together with Theodor he worked 
on the identification of the Phlebotomus 
species, which proved to be a major contri­
bution to the epidemiology of leishmania­
sis. His study of the dog as a reservoir of 
L. infantl.l1n helped in the eradication of 
infantile visceral leishmaniasis. Of special 
importance was his work with Leishmal1ia 
tropiccl , the causative organism of Oriental 
sore. His inte rest in this disease ,:Vas 
awakened by the pioneer work of the head 
of the Dermatology Department, Professor 
A. Dostrovsky. He was ahle to show that 
human volunteers could be infected with 
L. tropica hy inoculating leptomonads from 
the upper alimentary tract of laboratory­
bred and artificially infected Phlebotomus. 

With the assistance of Mr. Haim Ben­
Menahem he succeeded in breeding in 
captivity the wild Syrian hamster, M eso­
cricetus auratus, thus introducing this val­
uable animal for rcsearch purposes, which 
is used today in many research centers all 
over the world. He worked for many years 
in the fi eld of leprosy and was very near 
to succeeding in the transmission of this 
disease to these hamsters. 

Saul Adler was loved by his students , 
highly es teemed by his co-workers, and an 
important figure in the scientific life of 
Israel. He was invited to many universities 
and medical schools in Europe, Asia, and 
Central and South America. He was one 
of the two foreign scientists invited to pre­
sent a paper at the Pasteur centenary cele­
brations in Paris. He taught parasitology to 
the medical personnel of the Allied Forces 
stationed in the Middle East during World 
War II, helping to keep the Allied troops 
health y, and adding in this way to the vic­
tory of the Allies in the North African 
desert. 

Adler translated Darwin's Origin of 
Species into Hehrew at the hundredth an­
niversary of Darwin's famous publication . 

Adler was awarded the Order of the 
British Empire, the Chalmers Gold · Medal 
of the Hoyal Society of Tropical Medicine 
and Hygiene, and the Laveran medal of 
the Societe de Pathologie Exotique. He re­
ceived an Honorary Doctorate from his 


