RETROSPECT

As these lines are written the Leonard
Wood Memorial is entering upon its 40th
vear. During the four decades of its ex-
istence, under the administrative direction
of two presidents and three medical direc-
tors, it has followed the course set by its
founders, with primary emphasis on re-

search that will add steadily to knowledge
of leprosy, and help, in the long run, in
measures leading to its control, and ulti-
mately, it is to be hoped, to its eradication.

Within that course, certain continuous
threads are readily apparent. The Me-
morial’'s program of research has been
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made up of long continued studies on the
epidemiology and transmission of leprosy,
investigations of the value of varying forms
of treatment of the disease, and intensive
studies of its natural history, including in-
vestigations of its etiologic agent, and at-
tempts to cultivate it artificially, and trans-
mit it to laboratory animals. Investigations
in these fields are highly sophisticated to-
day as compared with the less precisely
oriented studies of 40 years ago, and yet not
different ‘in their character and purpose.
An important element in the research
program, also within the general plan at
the start, has been the training of experts
for research on leprosy in the future, With-
out provision for the continuation of re-
search in the future, the value of research
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