
.3.5, 2 (Pt. 2) Long, E. R.: Tlistoru of tl/C Leonard Wood Me morial 289 

numher of trainees has not been large, but 
it is believed that the IIltimate impact on 
future research on leprosy and other myco­
bacterial diseases will be great. 

RETIREMENT OF C. I. CROWTHER 
AND APPOINTMENT OF 

D. V. WILSON AS PHESIDENT OF 
THE MEMORIAL 

On .31 D ecember 1966, Mr. Cyril I. 
Crowther, who had been Pres ident of the 
Memoria l since July 1958 ( see page 276 ), 
retired from his position, but continued his 
interest as a member of the Board of Trust­
ees. During his term of office the income 
of the Memorial had increased notably. An­
nual expenditures advanced from $255,000 
to $552,000, with accompanying augmenta­
tion of the scientific program and increase 
in the Memorial's research staff. Numerous 
improvements and new procedures in ad­
ministration were put into effect ( Fig. 33 ). 

Concomitant with his re tirement was 
that of Miss Marcella Fox ( Mrs. Louis 
Paladino ), who had served for twenty 
years in the LWM New York office. Start­
ing as secretary and bookkeeper she soon 
gathered numerous additional responsibili­
ti es. In her later years in the office she car­
ried the title of Assistant Treasurer of the 
Memorial. 

In M r. Crowther's place, to take office on 
1 January 1967, the Board of Trustees 
elected Mr. Donald V. 'Wilson , who had 
been Secretary-Genera l for the past 16 years 
of the International Society for Rehabilita­
tion of the Disabled , an organization of 
wide scope that included leprosy as one of 

the deforming diseases amon g its projects . 
~1r. \\Tilson, a gradllate in law from "Ves tern 
Heservl' University, with long experience in 
social service and a master's degree in that 
subject from the University of Chicago, 
brought to the Memorial a concept of lep­
rosy ga ined by his lengthy association 
with vrograms to rehabilitate victims of 
the disease_ The appointment was timely 
in the light of world-wide increasing em­
phasis on research on the prevention and 
trea tment of the disabilities to .. "hich lep­
rosy patients were subjec t. Mr. Wilson was 
introduced to the Advisory Medical Board 
by the retiring pres ident, Mr. C. I. Crowther 
at an interim meeting of the Board on 17 
D ecember 1966 ( Fig. 34 ). 

I' le. 34. Mr. Donald V. Wilson, President 
elect, Leonard Wood Memorial , 1967- . 

RETROSPECT 

As these lines are written the Leonard 
Wood Memorial is entering upon its 40th 
year. During the four decades of its ex­
istence, under the administrative direction 
of two pres idents and three medical direc­
tors, it has followed the course se t b y its 
founders, with primary emphasis on re-

search that will add steadily to knowledge 
of leprosy, and help, in the long run , in 
measures leading to its control , and ulti ­
mately, it is to be hoped, to its eradication. 

"Vi thin tha t course, certain continuous 
threads are readily apparent. The Me­
morial's program of research has been 
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made up of long continued studies on the 
epidemiology and transmiss ion of leprosy, 
inves tiga tions of the value of va rying forms 
of trea tment of the disease, and intensive 
studies of its natural history, including in­
vestigations of its etiologic agent, and at­
tempts to culti va te it artificially, and trans­
mit it to labora tory animals. Inves tiga tions 
in these fields are highly sophistica ted to­
day as compared with the Jess prccisely 
oriented studjes of 40 years ago, and ye t not 
different 'in their character and purpose. 

An important element in the research 
program, also within the general plan at 
the start, has been the training of experts 
for research on leprosy in the future. With­
out provision for the continuation of re­
search in the future, the value of research 
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APPENDIX 16 

Important Dates and Events in .. ·he 
Scientific Program of the 
Leonard Wood Memorial 

1928: Leonard Wood Memorial for the 
Eradication of Leprosy incorporated in 
New York State as nonprofit organization. 
--: Mr. Perry Burgess appointed Di­

rector of Leonard Wood Memorial. 
1930: Mr. Burgess appointed first Presi­

dent of Leonard Wood Memorial. 
1928-31: Period of construction in the 

Philippines: Pathology Laboratory at CuJi­
on, Eversley Childs Sanitarium, with ca­
pacity for 1,250 patients, and the Skin Dis­
pensary at Cebu. Pathologic research com­
menced at Culion, which has continued to 
date, an important phase of which related 

6Appendix I was prepared by Miss D. Derroro. 

to clariRcation of the basic differences be­
tween the major types of leprosy and con­
tributed to recognition of the "borderline" 
form. 

1931: Dr. H . W. Wade appointed Medi­
cal Director of the Leonard Wood Me­
morial. 
--: Leonard 'Wood Memorial Confer­

ence convened at Manila, Philippines, with 
22 scientists from 14 countries paTticipat­
ing. Recommendations included revision 
of classification of forms of leprosy, es tab­
lishment of the International Leprosy As­
sociation, and INTEHNATIONAL JOUHNAL OF 
LEPROSY. 

1932: First meeting of Advisory Medical 
Board, Metropolitan Tower, New York. 


