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OPENING RE~IAR~S ,~ ~~ \- ~ , 

Dr. Shepard . T his conference represents 
the second annual leprosy research confer­
encc sponsored by the U, S. Leprosy Panel 
of the U. S.·Japan Cooperative Medical 
Science Program. The intention of thcse 
conferences is to provide a focus for 
presentation and discussion of recent re­
search advances and topics of special inter­
est. The large national meetings in the 
United States frequently do not provide an 
audience that is sufficiently interes ted and 
informed in leprosy research to be helpfll l 
to the reporting scientists. 

In Japan a leprosy research conferencc 
has been held each spring for many years. 

\ t\le arc unfortunate not to have any of our 
Japanese co lleagues here this year. Trans­
Pacific travel is a major item of expense 
and our colleagues in Japan are concentrat­
ing their efforts to achieve travel to a 
meeting on leprosy and tuberculosis to be 
held in cas tern United States this coming 
fa ll. \Ve are fortunate in having with us 
sevcral leprosy scientists from other parts of 
Asia that are the concern of the U. S.-Japan 
Coopcrative \1 edical Sciencc Program. 
They will add a great deal in providing 
experience and orientation to the confer· 
ence. 

The Efficacy of Sulfone Therapy In Leprosy l 

Louis Levy2 

The history of the introduction of the 
sul fones , and particularly of dapsone (4,-
4'·diaminodiphenyl sulfone), into the chem­
otherapy of leprosy has been thoroughly 
reviewed by Chang and his co-authors (1), 
by Doull ("1), and by Wade (17) in the 
correspondence pages of the Il\'TEHNATION­
AL JOURNAL OF LEPHOSY. BrieRy, Fagct and 
his co-workers at Carville explored a vari· 
e ty of substitll tcd dapsones beginning in 
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1941 with Prom in (;;), the his (N-glucose 
sodium sulfonate) of dapsone. Dapsone in 
a rather large parenteral dose was first 
employed in 19-16 by Cochrane (~), who 
found it too toxic for routine use. During 
the next year, Lo\ve (1U) began its use as 
an oral agent in more moderate dosage. 

Dllring the sllcceeding twenty years, sul­
rones have become firml y established in the 
chemotherapy of leprosy. Altho ugh there is 
now no serious qucs tion regarding the 
status of sulfones in the therapy of leprosy, 
it seems important, nevertheless, to review 
the evidence for the efficacy of sulfones. 
After all, for many years before the intro-
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