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urban and rural leprosy survey work, going 
where the patients are, finding them, 
treating them, and saving the rising gener­
ation from infection. It may mean, if the 
immunologists can provide us with a defin­
ite answer, devoting more time and energy 
and money to preventing leprosy by mass 
vaccination. Thus our flexible priorities may 
suddenly undergo a change of emphasis, as 
new knowledge is acquired and the validi­
ty 'of new methods of control becomes 
es tablished scientifically. Only by so doing 
can we hope to reduce the level of infec­
tion in the community. Repetition of the 
familiar should reinforce our concern, not 
dull us into complacency : "early diagnosis; 
adequate treatment; prevent deformity; 
break the circle of transmission." These are 
the overriding priorities. 

And they can be attained, and put into 
practice, only by cooperation. There must 
be more joining of hands, and working 
together: the official bodies, like govern­
ments, and the great voluntary agencies to 
which the world of leprosy owes so much, 
The Leprosy Mission, Leonard Wood 
Memorial, LEPRA, and many another. 
These were the pioneers. The Leprosy Mis­
sion, in particular, having shown concern 
when nobody else cared, has led the way in 
medical and surgical treatment, and in fos­
tering widespread interest in the leprosy 
patient as a man. 

The International Leprosy Association 
can help, as a catalyst and stimulator and 
coordinator. I am hopeful that the Associa­
tion will be known not only as the sponsor-

ing body of quinquennial congresses such 
as the present, but as a scientific godmother 
encouraging a continuing interchange be­
tween workers in special fi elds, communi­
cating and perhaps meeting from time to 
time between congresses. I express the fe r­
vent hope that the World Health Organiza­
tion may work even more closely with our 
Associa tion in the future. Then, UNICEF 
has a great function today, with its practi­
cal outreach in the provision of drugs and 
transport and technical advice, all avail­
able, on request, to governments that ask. 
The United States and Japan have shown 
what can be done at the level of interna­
tional cooperation in the cause of leprosy. 
May other nations follow suit! 

Cooperation is being achieved, and must 
be the future pattern and basis of success­
ful leprosy work, between those possessing 
a deep Christian fa ith, and those of other 
fa iths or of no faith, men and women of 
altruistic good~vill , cooperating happily and 
worthily in the huge task still confronting 
us. 

Let us, then, continue the dialog with the 
fruitful interchange of language and ideas 
and intuitions, in research and the applica­
tion of the results of research and new 
knowledge to the practical tackling of this 
great and growing problem of leprosy in 
the world. Let us get our priorities right, 
and then let us work together. If only we 
could together apply existing knowledge, it 
is not beyond the realms of possibility that 
leprosy could be controlled in our gener­
ation and eradicated in the next. 

Banquet 

The banquet of the Congress was held 
on the evening of 20 September 1968 in the 
Lancaster Room of the Savoy Hotel of 
London. There was a large gathering of 
delegates ( 268 ) to the Congress and guests 
( 24 ) . 

The banquet toasts included: Toast to 
The Queen, Patron of the Congress, pro­
posed by Dr. R. G. Cochrane, Congress 
President and President of the Internation­
al Leprosy Association. 

Toast to "Our Guests and Foreign Visi­
tors," proposed by Dr. S. G. Browne, Secre­
tary General of the Ninth International 
Leprosy Congress, and Secretary-Treasurer 
of the International Leprosy Association. 
Sri T. N. Jagadisan, Secretary of the Hind 
Kusht Nivaran Sangh of Madras, replied on 
behalf of guests and visitors. 

Toast to the International Leprosy Asso­
ciation proposed by Dr. Chapman H. Bin­
ford , Medical Director of the Leonard 
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Wood Memorial (American Leprosy 
Foundation ). Dr. Binford's remarks in­
cluded a message from the first President of 
the ILA, Dr. Victor G. Heiser, which read 
in substance as follows : 

"For the first President of the Interna­
tional Leprosy Association it is a real privi­
lege to have the opportunity to greet the 
President and assembled members of the 
Congress nearly 40 years later. During this 
period great progress has been made in the 
treatment of leprosy and much of its horror 
has been removed. Unfortunately the trans­
mission of leprosy is still unfathomable. But 
the leprosy workers are not discouraged 
and are pushing resolutely forward. Rays of 

light are beginning to penetrate the 
darkness. The cultivation of the organism 
of leprosy, I feel sure, will soon be a fully 
accomplished fact. Biologics and drugs for 
its prevention are in the offing. But a 
disturbing specter has appeared. It looks as 
though the prevalence of leprosy is increas­
ing. Obviously better prevention methods 
will be needed before this disease is 
brought under control. My warmest greet­
ings to the offi cers and members of the 
International Leprosy Association and as­
sembled guests." 

The Guest Speaker of the Banquet was 
Sir Max Rosenheim, President of the Royal 
College of Physicians of London. His ad­
dress follows : 

Banquet Address 
Sir Max Rosenheim 

Mr. President, Chairman of the Greater 
London Council, Dr. Browne, Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I regard it as a great honor to be invited 
to speak at the banquet of this tremendous­
ly important Congress, which, I gather 
from all that I hear, has been most success­
ful. 

I realize, of course, that I have been 
invited in my capacity as President of the 
Royal College of Physicians, a college that 
next month will celebrate the 450th an­
niversary of the granting of its charter by 
Henry VIn in 1518. I do, however, have a 
considerable personal interest in leprosy­
an interest that dates back to my service in 
the Army in South Eas t Asia at the end of 
World War II. Since then I have been 
keenly interested both in problems of med­
ical education in the developing countries 
and in tropical medicine. I have been able 
to visit leprosaria in India, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Uganda and Nigeria, and have 
seen the wonderful and devoted work that 
goes on- the superb care, the changing face 
of therapy, the great efforts at rehabilita­
tion, both surgical and physical, and the 
research. 

You have, I note, had over 200 communi­
cations at your Congress. I know that great 
advances are being made on many fronts 
and I am sure that the report, when pub­
lished, will present a very fin e review of 
present knowledge on all aspects of lep­
rosy. 

This is the Ninth International Congre.5s 
and, if the recent plan of congresses every 
five years continues, the next, the Tenth 
Congress, will take place in the centenary 
year of the discovery of the leprosy bacillus 
by G. A. Hansen in 1873. The Royal Col­
lege of Physicians has taken an interest in 
leprosy in the past. I wonder how many of 
my British colleagues here know that the 
College published a "Report on Leprosy" in 
1867 - just over 100 years ago. In 1862, the 
Governor-in-Chief of the Windward hlands 
sugges ted to the Colonial Office in London 
that reports on leprosy should be obtained 

. from the various colonies and that these 
should be collated by some professional 
body in this country. An invitation was 
extended to the College, and on 14 June 
1862 it was agreed that the College would 
draw up an "interrogatory," or what we 
would today call a questionnaire, and that 
the College would collate and digest the 


