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Working Party on Thalidomide 
in Leprosy Reaction 

Chairman: Professor F. Sagher 

Clinical reports read at the first part of 
this session were all in agreement concern
ing the effectiveness of thalidomide in lep
rosy reaction. The effect is rapid and 
seems to represent progress in comparison 
with cortisone. Double-blind trials conduct
ed by the WHO were mentioned, but their 
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results have not ye t been published. The 
longes t experience was reported by Sheskin 
and Sagher in the treatment of patients 
with leprosy reactions in whom sulfones 
and thalidomide were used simultaneously. 
Side effects were relatively mild and did 
not necessitate stopping the treatment dur
ing reactions. Two patients with Lyell's 
epidermal necrolysis were reported by Ma
caden and W-intsch, but these patients had 
received other drugs also at the same time. 

The second part of the Working Party 
session was devoted to the question of the 
mechanism of thalidomide action and the 
immunologic aspects of leprosy reaction. 
On this subject Turk and Hellman reported 
on their valuable work.-F. SACHER 

Symposium on B.663 (Lampren. Geigy) in the 
Treatment of Leprosy and Leprosy Reactions 

Chairman: Dr. M. F. R. Waters 

The working party on B.663, organized 
by J. R. Geigy, S.A., and Geigy ( UK ) Ltd., 
met on 14 September 1968, at the Royal 
Garden Hotel, London. It was attended by 
approximately 60 leprologists, including 24 
contributors who reported clinical experi
ence with B.663 gained in all six conti
nents. The object of the symposium was to 
assess and evaluate the drug so that more 
precise guidance might be given as to 
when and how B.663 should be used in the 
treatment of leprosy, to define areas of 
further research, and in addition, to enable 
the manufacturers to decide if the time has 
now come to market B.663. 

The design of the symposium was unusu
al, resembling that of a clinico-pathologic 
conference. No formal papers were 
prelJented, but different clinical subjects 

were considered in sequence. Physicians 
known to have experience in the topic 
under consideration were invited in tum by 
the Chairman to contribute. Then followed 
open discussion, and, finally, a brief sum
ming up before passing to the next section. 

Evidence was submitted by many work
ers (including Dr. S. G. Browne, who was 
the first to treat leprosy with B.663 ) that 
previously untreated lepromatous patients 
responded satisfactorily to the drug in 
doses ranging from 300 mgm. daily to 100 
mgm. twice weekly. The methods of assess
ment used included the bacterial, morpho
logic and biopsy indices, and clinical and 
histologic improvement. The rate of re
sponse appears to be similar to that ob
tained with standard DDS therapy, but a'S 

no controlled trials have as yet been CORl-


