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Clinical reports read at the first part of
this session were all in agreement concern-
ing the effectiveness of thalidomide in lep-
rosy reaction. The effect is rapid and
seems to represent progress in comparison
with cortisone, Double-blind trials conduct-
ed by the WHO were mentioned, but their
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results have not yet been published. The
longest experience was reported by Sheskin
and Sagher in the treatment of patients
with leprosy reactions in whom sulfones
and thalidomide were used simultaneously.
Side effects were relatively mild and did
not necessitate stopping the treatment dur-
ing reactions. Two patients with Lyell’s
epidermal necrolysis were reported by Ma-
caden and Wintsch, but these patients had
received other drugs also at the same time.

The second part of the Working Party
session was devoted to the question of the
mechanism of thalidomide action and the
immunologic aspects of leprosy reaction.
On this subject Turk and Hellman reported
on their valuable work.—F. Sacner



