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Working Party on Thalidomide 
in Leprosy Reaction 

Chairman: Professor F. Sagher 

Clinical reports read at the first part of 
this session were all in agreement concern­
ing the effectiveness of thalidomide in lep­
rosy reaction. The effect is rapid and 
seems to represent progress in comparison 
with cortisone. Double-blind trials conduct­
ed by the WHO were mentioned, but their 
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results have not ye t been published. The 
longes t experience was reported by Sheskin 
and Sagher in the treatment of patients 
with leprosy reactions in whom sulfones 
and thalidomide were used simultaneously. 
Side effects were relatively mild and did 
not necessitate stopping the treatment dur­
ing reactions. Two patients with Lyell's 
epidermal necrolysis were reported by Ma­
caden and W-intsch, but these patients had 
received other drugs also at the same time. 

The second part of the Working Party 
session was devoted to the question of the 
mechanism of thalidomide action and the 
immunologic aspects of leprosy reaction. 
On this subject Turk and Hellman reported 
on their valuable work.-F. SACHER 

Symposium on B.663 (Lampren. Geigy) in the 
Treatment of Leprosy and Leprosy Reactions 

Chairman: Dr. M. F. R. Waters 

The working party on B.663, organized 
by J. R. Geigy, S.A., and Geigy ( UK ) Ltd., 
met on 14 September 1968, at the Royal 
Garden Hotel, London. It was attended by 
approximately 60 leprologists, including 24 
contributors who reported clinical experi­
ence with B.663 gained in all six conti­
nents. The object of the symposium was to 
assess and evaluate the drug so that more 
precise guidance might be given as to 
when and how B.663 should be used in the 
treatment of leprosy, to define areas of 
further research, and in addition, to enable 
the manufacturers to decide if the time has 
now come to market B.663. 

The design of the symposium was unusu­
al, resembling that of a clinico-pathologic 
conference. No formal papers were 
prelJented, but different clinical subjects 

were considered in sequence. Physicians 
known to have experience in the topic 
under consideration were invited in tum by 
the Chairman to contribute. Then followed 
open discussion, and, finally, a brief sum­
ming up before passing to the next section. 

Evidence was submitted by many work­
ers (including Dr. S. G. Browne, who was 
the first to treat leprosy with B.663 ) that 
previously untreated lepromatous patients 
responded satisfactorily to the drug in 
doses ranging from 300 mgm. daily to 100 
mgm. twice weekly. The methods of assess­
ment used included the bacterial, morpho­
logic and biopsy indices, and clinical and 
histologic improvement. The rate of re­
sponse appears to be similar to that ob­
tained with standard DDS therapy, but a'S 

no controlled trials have as yet been CORl-
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pleted, precise comparison is still awaited. 
B.663 has also proved effective in the small 
number of borderline and tuberculoid pa­
tients treated. 

Patients with sulfone-resistant leprosy, 
either foot pad proven ( reported by 3 
centers) or presumed (2 centers) have 
responded normally to B.663, the initial 
dosage being 100 to 300 mgm. daily. No 
relapses have been observed in up to four 
and a half years' treatment, and the drug 
could well be the trea tment of choice in 
this condition . B.663 has also been used 
successfully in thiambutosine ( OPT ) resist­
ance, and in patients suffering from sul­
fone or from multiple drug allergies. 

There is experimental evidence that 
B.663 has an anti-inflammatory action, and 
i ts effect on lepra reactions was discussed 
in detail. Three centers reported a lower 
incidence of reaction (erythema nodosum 
leprosum, ENL ) in lepromatous patients 
with active leprosy treated with B.663 than 
had been their experience with DDS. Con­
trolled comparisons are required. The 
effect of B.663 on established ENL was 
investigated by 11 workers, using a variety 

of methods, including internally controlled, 
paired, and uncontrolled studies. All save 
one found that B.663 suppressed ENL, 
allowing prednisolone to be stopped in 
previously steroid-dependent patients. The 
dose required varied from patient to pa­
tient, varying. from 100 to 400 mgm. daily, 
although one patient was not fully con­
trolled on 600 mgm. daily. In severe ENL, 
it was necessary to continue B.663 fo r many 
months before reverting to DDS. 

All pa tients receiving B.663 developed 
pigmentation, which was unaccep table to 
some light-skinned patients. Toxic effects 
included mild gas trointestjnaJ disturbances, 
pruritus, giddiness, and possibly one case of 
exfoliative dermatiti s. Transient appear­
ance of red cells in the urine, associated 
with a change in creatinine clearance, was 
also reported. No teratogenic effect has 
been observed as ye t, although babies may 
be somewhat pigmented at birth and sub­
sequently become more deeply pigmen ted 
from inges ting B.663 in the mother's milk. 

The symposium was closed by Dr. 
Vincent C. Barry, the discoverer of B.663.­
M. F. R. W AT ERS 

Meeting of French-Speaking 
Leprologists 

Chairman: Dr. F. P. Merkle" 

In the course of the Ninth International 
L eprosy Congress, thanks to the good 
Qffices of its Secretary-General, Dr. S. G. 
Browne, the Association of French-Speak­
ing Leprologists was able to hold an infor­
mational meeting on 20 September 1968. 

At this meeting it was possible to define 
the objective of this Association, which was 
founded in October 1967, at Hammamet in 
Tunis at the time of a symposium orga­
nized by the Societe de Biologie Humaine 
et de Transfu sion Sanguine of the African 
()()untries and those of the Middle E ast. 
There was no question of creating a new 
body duplicating the activities of existing 
organizations; on the contrary the French­
speaking leprologists wish to work in liaison 
with these associations and especially with 

the International Leprosy Association. 
The objective of the French-speaking 

leprologists is to aid doctors and para­
medical workers in charge of the antilepro­
sy campaign in French-speaking countries. 
It must be remembered that in general the 
latter are not specialists, and that it is 
essential to provide them with documenta­
tion oriented to their practical problems, 

'including information on the latest scien­
tific advances in leprology. 

This association would also stimulate in 
French-speaking countries an analysis of 
the leprosy endemic in relation to the 
economic resources available, the only way 
that will lead to a real solution of the 
problem. 

This association, whose temporary office 


