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the dormitories. Each child is taught to work and is assigned tasks 
and duties, such as gathering fuel for the home, all quite as are 
normal children in th e villages. 

'l'hese marriages have had a good effect on the other inmates. 
In the first place, the couples themselves are exceedingly careful 
not to l1rcak l·ulcs or do anything that mi ght lead to thcir dismissal 
from the institution, and the othcrs are trying so to live that they 
themselves may be allowed to marry. As for th e important consid· 
eration of expense, the produce of their farming has reduced 
the per capita cost of the maintenance of these couplcs to one-fourth 
of that of the average. One fails to see any good reason why this 
method of dealing with lepers in an institution such as ours should 
not be allowed, and we are selecting the next ten couples to be given 
the same privilege, though we are limited in the extent to which we can 
do this hy lack of land. 

SUMMARY 

Certain selected inmates of our leper colony in whom the dis­
ease has been arrested have been allowed to choose· mates. After 
they had built, with some assistance, houses for themselves on 
plots of land assigned to them, and after the males had been steril­
ized, they were married. Each couple was required to select f rom 
among the children of the colony one to adopt and bring up as their 
own. Those who entered this relationship did so voluntarily, and 
the experiment so far has been eminently successful. It has had 
a good effect upon all of the inmates of the colony, and has re­
duced to one fourth the per capita cost of maintaining those con­
cerned. 
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K wangtung has long been recognized as one of the provinces of 
China most heavily infected with leprosy. What is known of the 
situation in the region aronnd Swatow, in which there is an estimated 
population of 2,000,000 people, can be stated briefly. 
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Just over 1,000 cases have been diagnosed clinically at the 
Swatow Mission Hospital within the last six years, and about 100 
cases attend our weekly outpatient leprosy clinic for treatment. 
Up-country mission hospitals report seeing numerous cases, and one 
of them maintains a lcprosy clinic with nearly 100 cases in attend­
ance. '1'here are about 100 cases continually in segregation in H 

leper colony maintained by the Swatow Municipality. From the 
information available I think it is safe to assume that at least 10,000 
persons are suffering from the disease in this district, or ahout fivc 
per thousand. 

The only official activity at present is the maintenance of the 
municipal colony referred to, a small institution on an island, built 
some thirteen years ago with a capacity of 60 patients hut housing 
twice as many. Few other than pauper lepers found begging in 
the streets are sent there. Recently the provincial government 
has taken an interest in thc matter and an organization has been 
fOI'med with the purpose of enlarging the colony to a capacity of 
:)00, the prov incial government offering a grant of $2,000 (Mex.) 
per month for operation. However, the circumstances are such that 
even this expansion of activity seems far from imminent. 

\Vith a view to making it easier f01" patients to get tl'eatnwnt, 
and in order to treat the condition at its source in the villages, the 
writer decided last year to experiment with the organization of a 
village clinic. The original aim was (a) to form in the village 
an organization which should accept responsibility for all local ar­
l'angements and local expenses, and (b ) to secure the voluntary 
services of doctors practicing in the neighborhood. The cost of the 
drugs used was covered by a grant from the Mission to Lepers. 

The idea was discussed with a Chinese minister who is in touch with the 
work of all the up·country churches and he suggested that his own village, lam 
Tsau, would be good place to start in. He personally knew of a number of 
lepers there, and lam Tsau has the oldest and strongest of the up· country 

churches, a number of doctors being among its strongest supporters. The vi I· 
lage has about 6,000 inhabitants, and is situated some twenty-fi ve miles from 
Swatow. The place is reached by motor· bus-or to be accurate by five buses, 
as the road crosses the delta of the Han river and is cut in foUl" places by its 
branches-and the j ourney takes from two to three·and·a·half hours each way 
according to the we:1ther and one's luck in making connections. 

After correspondence with the local mini ster, who arranged to notify the 
lepers known to him of our comiug and for the use of a temple on the out.skirt~ 
of the village for the meeting, our first visit was made on September 23rd, 
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1934. On this occasion 26 patients put in an appearance. It was arranged to 
hold weekly clinics, and a committee was f ormed which would take over tho 
local responsibilities and expenses and would work in cooperation with tho 
membel's of the hospital staff engaged in leprosy work. By the end of the year 
the number registered had reached 106, and by far the greater number were 
putting in regular attendance. The news of the clin.ic had spread rapidly to 
the surrounding villages and patients were coming distances of ten and twenty 
miles to get the treatment. 

For the first two clinics two members of our hospital staff went to lam 
Tsau, and the technic of the injections was shown to a local practitioner-a 
non-graduate but the only "western doctor" in the village. He carried on 
the work for several weeks, and the hospital arranged for someone to go over 
once a month to supervise and assist. However, the rapid increase in the numbers 
attending the clinic made it impossible for the local practitioner to carryon 
single-handed. Therefore two doctors, members of the lam Tsau church who 
are in practice in towns some five miles distant, were invited to help with the 
work twice a month. 'l' his they did, but the demands of their practice and 
the time involved in getting to lam Tsau and attending to 50 or 60 lepers 
made their visits uncertain. The further steady increase in the number of 
patients made it imperative that regular assistance should be sent, and so the 
hospital is now sending over a member of its staff each weell:. This work is 
undertaken by Dr. Ang Tsak Liang who has been in charge of our leper clinic 
for some years, and by a senior technician who assists in the leper clinic, and 
by myself. 

The treatment given has consisted of intramuscular injections of iodized 
esters (from Culion) and alepol 4 per cent (B. W. and Co.), and intradermal 
injections of the iodized esters. All tl'eatment is given free, but since such 
large numbers of patients have come forward they have been asked to contribute 
what they ean towards the cost of their treatment. It is gratifying to know 
that within a few weeks over $50 (Mex.) was received froI¥ this source. 

The clinic was originally held in a small t emple on the outskirts of the 
village. Later a mat-shed was erected just outside the temple doors and was 
used for the injections, the patients waiting in the temple itself. With the 
present large number of patients coming up the villagers are beginning t o 
criticize the use of the temple for this purpose, and plans are now afoot to put 
up a shelter on some common land outside the village. 

The clinic has been running for less than four months, and 
though simple records are being kept no time has yet been found to 
draw up a detailed report of the types of cases seen, nor of course 
can the results of treatment be reported on as yet. However, many 
patients already claim to be much improved, and in a number of 
cases this is obvious. We hope soon to establish other, similar clinics 
in nearby towns. 


