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the Empress, she presented the following
poem of her own composition.:
Comfort them as our true friends
On my behalf I beseech you
In their day by day living
As my presence with them
May not always be possible.
This poem was sung, immediately after the
7th Congress had been officially declared
open by H.LH. Prince Takamatus, by the
Toiwa-kai Chorus Group of girls.
In 1933, Empress T eimei sent maple
seeds to the Fukusei Leprosy H ospital requesting that they be planted in commemoration of the birthday of H .LM. the
Empress Dowager Shokun, mother of Emperor Taisho. Later, maple saplings were
accompanied by further verse by the Empress which carried the following thoughts:
May these seeds convey my heart-felt
solace to each
May they be cultivated with care so that
they will grow fast and before long
become strong
As you wait and watch the trees grow
tall, may your long life become more
pleasant.
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Each year the general meeting of the
directors of leprosaria was held in Tokyo.
At these meetings the Empress T eimei
asked questions about conditions in the
leprosaria and listened eagerly to discussions about the status of the p atients since
her concern for them was great.
The d eath of H .LM. the Empress Teimei
was announced on May 17, 1951. In October
of that year a campaign was begun to
collect funds for the relief of leprosy in
memory of the Empress. At this time the
name of the Japanese Leprosy Foundation
was changed to "Tofu-Kyokai." This name
was achieved by taking the seal character
"To" for "wisteria" of the Empress Teimei
and combining it with the seal character
"Fu" for "maple" of the Empress Dowager
Shoken.
Human-heartedness and art did indeed
meet in Tokyo and were there shared by
friends from many lands, gathered in Congress.
-OLAF

K . S KINSNES

Leprosy Sketches from a Chinese Brush .
In Medieval and Renaissance European
art, leprosy appears as a subject quite frequently, usually with the disease victim
depicted as receiving charity from some
saint or as illustrating some Biblical account
of leprosy. In a search. extending over more
than two decades we have been ullable to
uncover any old, indigenous representation
of leprosy in the art of the Far East. Old
Japanese woodblock prints do occassionally
relate to medicine and in several instances
we have noted social reaction against the
victim of some "spotted" skin disease which
we initially assumed to be leprosy. Careful
attention to the inscriptions on the prints
have, however, always indicated that
hashika (measles ), rather than leprosy, was
being depicted. Veith! resurrected an old
Veith , IIza. A J apanese Picture of Leprosy. Bull .
Rist. Med. 2 1 (1947) 905-917.
1

picture of leprosy in Japan in a Dutch book
of 1669 by Arnold Montanus, which has a
title running to 73 words. The representation, a woodcut print, is of a man and a
woman said to be Jap anese leprosy cases
but their appearance together with oth er
features of the print strongly suggest that
the European artist was probably working
from second-hand description. In any case,
the representation is not Oriental.
We present here a set of Biblical paintings, dating from 1954, from the brush of
Johnny Shek. 2 In four p anels they illustrate
the cure of ten persons with leprosy, of
whom only one showed gratitude, as
recounted in the Bible; Luke 17 :11-19.
-OLAF K. SKINSNES
2 Presentl y, Electron Microscope T echn ologist,
ALM Leprosy Atelier, U niversity of H awa ii Sc hool
of Medicine.
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"In the course of his journey to Jenlsalem he was travelling through the borderlands of Samaria and Galil ee . As he ,vas enterin g a vill age he was met by ten men
wi th leprosy . They stood some way off and called out to him, 'Jesus, Master, take
p ity on us.'
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"When he saw th em he said , "Go and show yo urselves to the priests';
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"and while they were on th eir way, they were made cl ean,"
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"On e of them, findin g him self cured, turn ed baek pr:llSl1l g God aloud . H e threw
himself down at Jesus's feet and thanked him . And h e was a Samaritan. At this Jesus
said: "\Ve re not all ten cl ean sed ? Th e o ther nin e, where are they? Could none b e
found to co me back and give praise to God except this f;n eign er?' And he sa id to
th e mall , 'Stand up a nd go 011 yo ur way; your faith has eured yo u.'''
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