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Yasutaro Goto 

From News at the "Fields" (Feb. 1973) 
comes word that Mr. Yasutaro Goto, for 
many years the president of the Japan 
Leprosy Mission, passed away. As a young 
man he came under the influence of Dr. 
Kagawa and Dr. Mitsuda, two great Chris
tian leaders. Out of this association came 
Mr. Goto's own Christian commitment and 
the development of the Japan Leprosy Mis-

sion which serves the spiritual and social 
needs of patients in the Japanese Govern
ment's leprosaria. Only recently had this 
organization expressed a deeper concern 
for an international outreach. Mr. Goto, 
who had been a frequent visitor to Ameri
can Leprosy Missions, will truly 'be missed 
as a great loss to Christian leprosy work. 

J Victor George Heiser. M.D. 

1873- 1972 

Dr. Victor George Heiser, the first pres
ident of the International Leprosy Associa
tion, died in New York City February 27, 
1972, at the age of ninety-nine. His intense 
interest in leprosy, which began on his 
assignment in 1903 to the Philippines by 
the U.S. Marine Hospital Service, persisted 
throughout his entire life. His autobiogra
phy, An American Doctors Odyssey, pub
lished in 1936, described his colorful career 
in fighting and controlling disease. 

Heiser was born in Johnstown, Penn
sylvania, on February 5, 1873. On May 31, 
1889, he was orphaned at the age of 16 
when the great Johnstown flood swept 
away his entire family. Working as plumber 
and carpenter to earn money for education 
he studied mechanical engineering in Chi
cago for a year, but influenced by a physi
cian living in his boarding house he turned 
his interest soon to medicine. In 1897 he 
received the M.D. degree from Jefferson 
Medical College in Philadelphia. After a 
year's internship at the Lankenau Hospital 
in Philadelphia, he went to Washington, 
D.C. on a vacation. While there, by 
chance, he took a grueling two-weeks ex
amination for a commission in the U.S. 
Marine Hospital Service, forerunner of the 
U.S. Public Health Service. He was among 
3 of a group of 42 candidates who received 
a prized commission. He was soon involved 
in quarantine and immigration work in 

Victor George Heiser 

New York. In 1903, after special details in 
Europe on health problems among immi
grants and in Egypt to study bubonic plague, 
he was sent to Manila to be the Chief U.S. 
Quarantine Officer. Two years later he 
was appOinted by the U.S. Government as 
Director of Health in the Philippines, on 
leave from the Public Health Service. In 
that capacity he worked incessantly in 


