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torial offi ce in Honolulu, Hawa ii . Though 
the facilities of the American Leprosy Mis
sions will be utili zed to help find support for 
this J OURNAL, the IJ L does not beco me a 
part of the American Leprosy Miss ions but 
retains its entity as an independently incor
porated venture and continues as the house 
organ of the International Leprosy Associa
tion. 

All matters pertaining to subscriptions, 
payment of subscriptions and other financial 
matters pertaining to the JOURNAL should be 
referred to Dr. Oliver W. Hasselblad , Inter
national Journal of Leprosy, P.O . Box "G" 
Madison Square Station, New York, N.Y . 
10010, U.S.A. Membership dues for the IN
TERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LEPROSY, which 

will of co urse continue to cover the subscrip
tion costs for the membership may be sent 
to thi s address or may, as in the past , be sent 
to Dr. Stanley Browne, Secretary-Treasurer, 
International Leprosy Association, 16 
Bridgefield Road , Sutton, Surrey, England . 

This JOURNAL expresses its profound ap
preciation for the guidance and support so 
generously and devotedly rendered by Dr. 
Binford. At the same time it welcomes the 
deepened association with Dr. Hasse lblad 
and is firmly assured that he will pursue the 
interests of the JOURNAL with the sa me en
thusiasm and imagination that he has pre
sented to the many other se rvices that he has 
rendered in the cause of leprosy work around 
the world .- OLAF K. SK INSNES 

This JOURNAL: The Past Five Years 

The INTERNATIONAL J OURNAL OF LEP
ROSY, house organ of the I nternational Lep
rosy Association, began publication with the 
Janua ry- March issue of 1933. At that time 
it was largely under the aegis of the Leonard 
Wood Memorial, a position maintained till 
the JOURNAL was independently incorpo
rated . Initially its budget was U.S . $5,000 
per yea r, but by the time of its incorporation 
the budget had ri sen to about $34.000. and 
by the end of the 1973 publication year the 
total cost of its 41 years of publication a p
proximated $600,000. That , of course, is not 
the actual total cost for initially the L WM , 
and later also others, have housed it s pro
duction facilities without charge and the 
JOURNAL, under these conditions, has en
joyed many ancillary benefit s for which 
there is no way to estimate costs. 

As the result of these efforts the JOURNAL 
series today stands as perhaps the most ex
tensive single broad compilation of leprosy 
lore , containing as it does in addition to pub
lished origi nal ma nuscript s, a broad sa m
pling and reflection of other leprosy publica
ti ons through its regular sectio n on a bstracts 
from current literature. It s occasional re
printed articles have made available hi stor
icall y and scientifically significant publica
tions which otherwise would be difficult of 
access. The section on "News and Notes" is 
often hi storically rewarding and of current 
interest, though THE STAR published by the 
patients at Carville should be consulted by 
those interested in this area. It should also 

be noted , o ut of genuine res pect, tha t other 
publications, begun a t a bout the sa me time 
as this one, nota bly LEPROSY REV IEW, LA 
LEPRO (Japan), LEPROSY IN INDIA, LEPRO
LOGIA (Argentina), and R EV ISTA BRAS. 
LEPROL., also present great concentrated 
scientific and historical repositories of in
formation on this disease. 

Dr. H. Windsor Wade carried the editor
ship of thi s J OURNAL from his base in the 
Philippines for 30 of these years , and it is 
self-evident that hi s labors were monumen
ta l. During much of thi s period world com
munication was by ship and even after air
mai l was introduced there were difficulties 
exemplifi ed by the occasion when an air
plane crash resulted in loss of the material 
for a whole issue. In the light of some of the 
publication ex periences of the pa s t five 
yea rs, we read with sy mpath y and wry 
am usement Dr. Wade's regular report s to 
International Leprosy Congresses of his pe
riod on why it had not been possible to get 
the JOURNAL into an "on time" schedule. 

Dr. Esmond R . Long presided as editor 
during a golden period of this JOURNAL'S 
history. His residence was close to both the 
publication office in Washington, D.C. and 
the printers in Baltimore. The printers had 
had a long association with the JOURNAL and 
had staff experienced in its production, and 
the publication office was in a strong posi
tion to play its role . It had in its possession 
the regularly arriving exchange journals 
from which many abstracts were culled and 
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had contact with la rge libra ry facilities fo r 
others. Co pying facilities were immedia tely 
a t ha nd a nd Miss Delt a Derrom , a n incred
ibly fast typist , had a background of ma ny 
years experie nce with J OU RNAL style a nd 
publication procedures. Facilities, ex pertise 
in publication a nd printing were but a sho rt 
telephone call away fro m the experienced 
edit o ria l wi sd om of Dr. Lo ng a nd subject to 
repeat ed persona l visit s by him . Add to thi s 
hi s meticul ous and persistent ha rd work a nd 
the ex planation of on-time schedule achieve
ment becomes ev id ent. 

The pas t fi ve yea rs have coincided with 
diffi culti es in scientifi c funding refl ected in 
part in J OU RNAL fina ncing both di rectly a nd 
indirectly. During the sa m e period th e re 
have been a success ion of di sruptive changes 
in organizatio n a nd facilities. Virtually a ll 
ha ve been unforseea ble a nd each has exerted 
it s influence either on some as pect of the 
J OURNAL'S make-up or on its total produc
tion process. A s a res ult th e "on-time" 
schedule has not been ma inta ined despite 
three concentrated edito rial drives for its 
achievement , including two occasions when 
the manuscript fil e was totally emptied , all 
available manuscripts having been edited 
and readied for publication. 

When the edit oria l o ffi ce was esta blished 
in Hawa ii some diffi culti es in communica
tion were anti cipated , but given the functi o n
ing producti on a rra ngements these were not 
regarded as of majo r impo rt. At least one 
other majo r medical publi cati on is success
full y edit ed in Ha wa ii a nd printed on the 
U. S. mainla nd . Initia ll y the edito ria l office, 
with twelve hours o f secreta rial time pro
vided by the J OU RNA L per week, had primary 
responsibility fo r ha ndling ma nuscripts a nd 
edit o rial matters. Abstracts a nd news items 
co ntinued to be ga thered by the publication 
offi ce as in the pas t a nd that o ffi ce a lso con
tinued it s res po nsibility fo r the yea rl y pro
ducti on of the requisite author a nd subject 
indices. Dr. Long, as Edit or emeritus, con
tinued editoria l supervision of the current 
literature a bstracts a nd the news a nd notes. 
Miss Delt a Derrom. devoting a bo ut ha lf of 
her time to the J OU RNAL. continued her ac
tivities in these a reas, in working with the 
printers on J OU R"'AL ma ke-up a nd produc
ti on a nd the necessa ry billings a nd record 
keeping. 

Inev it a bly there were initia l edit o ri a l de
lays resulting from the process o f becoming 

fa milia ri zed with deta ils o f J OU RN AL style 
a nd procedure. whil e a t the sa me time de
ve loping new leprosy resea rch fac ilities a nd 
staff a t the newl y develo ping medical school 
a t the Uni ve rsit y of Ha wa ii . These facilities 
had to be developed from scratch. There 
were some diffi culties due t o vagaries of 
ma nuscript fl ow to the edit o ria l o ffi ce from 
time to time. but fo r the most pa rt there was 
a n adequate submi ss ion to comma nd eer the 
ca pac ity of the J OU RNAL pages. Nevertheless 
there were dic hotomies between edito rial 
a nd publica ti o n offi ce schedules as exem
plifi ed by o ne memo ra ble iss ue. When, while 
ga ll ey proofrea ding was being completed , 
page proofs arri ved . The ga lleys being then 
use less, immediate a ttenti on was given to 
reading proof o n the page proofs but by the 
end of tha t week the printed J OU RNA L was 
rece ived in the edit o ri a l office, not having 
had the benefit of a ny edit oria l proofreading 
beyond that of the fin a l ma nuscript submis
sion. Other insta nces of "l ost" manuscript 
bundles we re .recovered from miss-filing at 
the printers a ft er edito ri a l proof of posting 
was presented . Quite by coincidenta l cha nce 
a nother mem orable issue resulted when a ll 
but two of the co ntributing a utho rs to whom 
m a nu sc ript s we re re turn ed fo r proofing, 
proved to be on wo rld tours or semiworld 
tours a t the same time and up to fo ur mo nths 
ela psed befo re the last ma nuscript was re
turned . 

It became evident that instability was de
veloping within the printing co nce rn a nd 
sudd enly the compa ny was reorganized un
der new ma nagement ; a ma nagement which 
ex pressed continued interest in the J OU RNAL 

a nd ass ured it of a pro du ction efficiency 
which never developed . In the summer of 
1972 the editor, in consultation with the pub
lica ti on offi ce, located competent printing 
concerns in Hawaii a nd there was discuss ion 
of moving the J OU RNA L production to Ha
wa ii . The pres ident of the original printing 
house, who had reta ined a relationship with 
the new concern and who had in past years 
rend ered s igna l se rvice to the JOU RN AL , un
dertoo k perso na l responsibility for watch
ing over the J OU RNAL, a nd he made valiant 
efforts, a t a g reat personal sacrifice, to do 
so. Thus, in the a utumn of 1972 a modus 
vivendi was ag reed on by which the J OU RN AL 

would be on time by the Tenth Interna tional 
Leprosy Congress a nd the Festskrift would 
be ava ila ble in sample form by the Congress. 
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In fact, nei ther the Fes{skr!f{ nor its pre
ceding issue Number I of Volume 41 was 
available because the printing company was 
liquidated and other printing arrangements 
had to be made. As a · result, the FestskriJt 
was eight and a half months in printing after 
completion of the final manuscripts, and it 
did not come off the press till mid-March 
of 1974. 

Among its many contributions to leprosy 
work over the past decades , the Leonard 
Wood Memorial's undergirding of this JOUR
NAL must be regarded as among the most sig
nificant. . The changing economic milieu of 
the past decade as well as some internal 
changes in direction made continuing sup
port of the JOURNAL unfeasible and such 
support has, at least temporarily, ceased. 
During the past five years the accompany
ing organizational changes have inevitably 
reflected themselves in JOURNAL production. 
The two most significant changes were the 
resignations of Miss Delta Derrom and that 
of Dr. Binford from his position as medical 
director. 

Miss Derrom's departure came without 
much forewarning and suddenly the need 
for accumulating abstracts for the "Current 
Literature" section and news items for 
"News and Notes" devolved on the editor
ial office. Secretarial time provided by the 
JOURNAL had increased to 30 hours per week 
but this hardly compensated for the loss of 
the many hours that Miss Derrom had been 
devoting to the IJ L. It took time to redirect 
the exchange journals to the editorial office 
and to build the routine and facilities for sur
veying the world literature and to channel 
news to this office. Dr. George Fite, long and 
widely known in leprosy circles for his con
tributions , utilized his base in the editorial 
offices of the JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION to help over the 
transition period and has continued some 
contributions to the present. H is often inim
itably worded abstracts and comments are 
recognized by those who know him and are 
identified by his signature on each contribu
tion of the abstracts. At the present C URRENT 
CONTENTS (Life Sciences) with weekly index 
and MEDLI NE monthly hook-up by satellite 
to the computors of the National Library of 
Medicine, in addition to exchange journals, 
provide a wide coverage. This is vital since 
communications regarding leprosy are ap
pearing in a continually increasing number 

of medical publications. Having thus ob
tained the weekly and monthly references 
thi s office is still faced with the necess ity of 
obtaining the original publications from 
which to draw summaries and abstracts. 

Following the resignation of Dr. Binford 
the facilities of the Leonard Wood Memorial 
offices and staff were no longer available to 
the IJ L and Dr. Binford's office was taxed 
to maintain the financial structure and ac
counts of the publication . As a result, while 
the final iss ue of 1972 was in page proof, the 
ed itoria l office was suddenly faced with the 
responsibility of producing author and sub
ject ind ex for Volume 40. This necessitated 
quickly finding and training temporary part
time secretarial assistance for that purpose 
again with resultant delay in final printing. 
The same problem exists at the present writ
ing for Volume 41 though it has been pos
sible to make some anticipatory prepara
tions . 

With the loss of the facilities of the offices 
of the Leonard Wood Foundation the IJ L 
also lost access to the only complete bound 
set of its own publication previously acces
sible, which was mtained by the Leonard 
Wood Memorial offices. We are now depen
dent on the editor's personal set, accumu
lated over the past years and inevitably 
incomplete especially with respect to the 
first 15 years of publication. We face the 
necessity of attempting to reconstitute a 
complete set for the future editorial and pub
lication needs of the JOURNAL. 

With the present issue, the publication 
office of the IJ L is joined to the editorial of
fice, without any increase as yet in manpow
er time. An additional function of obtaining 
reprint orders from authors, compiling these 
and mailing addresses for the printers de
volves on this office and we will also have to 
prepare associated statements for the billing 
of reprint costs from the financial office. 

Also with this issue, the printing of the 
JOURNAL is moved to Hawaii. Increasingly, 
for reasons of cost and facility , journals, 
magazines and newspapers are converting to 
electronic typesetting and offset printing. 
The "hot type" printing process by which 
this JOURNAL has been produced in the past 
is being phased out rapidly by most printing 
houses and , indeed, such facilities capable 
of printing this JOURNAL no longer exist in 
Hawaii. The present printers have already 
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been printing a nother medica l journal for a 
considerable number of yea rs and a lso have 
broad experience in the production of other 
scientific publications. We thu s regain at 
least a portion of the contiguity of facilities 
which, as noted a bove, existed once before 
in the history of this publication. However, 
as matters now stand the full responsibility 
of both editorial and publication work fall s 
on a ha lf-time secretarial position and the 
editor, who finds that it has been ta king a 
minimum of 800 hours of editoria l effort for 
each year; that is for each volume, in addi
tion to the secretarial time. Fortunately, the 
present assi stant to the editor is now well
experienced , highly compet e nt and ve r y 
conscienti ous. 

In addition to the routine productio n of 
the J OU RNAL the past fi ve yea rs have pro
duced some unusua l effo rts. We have quite 
regularl y published the a b strac t s of the 
me etin gs of the U.S. -J a pa n Coo pe ra ti ve 
Medi ca l Science Progra m. Leprosy Pa nel 
Conferences. A m o nument a l effort la rgely 
credit ed to the effo rt s of Dr. Lo ng, was the 
publica tion of Lepros)' Today, the proceed
ings of the Int e rn a tion a l Le p rosy Coll o
quium held a t Borstel, as a supplement to 
issue Number 2 of Volume 39. A historical 
review of the past century of leprosy work 
was presented as a Festskrift in issues Num
bers 2 and 3 of 1973. Initia ll y, as a pproved , 
thi s was intended as a single issue but fin a n
cia l a nd posting conditi ons necessita ted a 
deci sion to issue it in tw o p o rti o n s a t the 
time that it was a lread y in press. The tra ns
actions of the Interna tio na l Leprosy Con
gre sses of 1963 a nd 1968 we re eac h pub
li shed as supplements to issues Number 4 of 
each of those years. A simila r procedure was 
contempla ted a nd hoped fo r with respect to 
the proceedings of the 1973 congress . Again , 
we were commissioned to publish these pro
ceedi ngs but no specia l financia l a rra nge
ment s were made t o cover the costs. This 
congress was much la rge r than the preced
ing congresses. Thus, the a bstracts for the 
1963 congress totaled 193 covering 85 pages 
while that of 1968 presented 236 a bstracts 
requiring 97 pages. The 1973 congress p ro-

du ce d 378 a b strac t s req uirin g 229 pages 
which t ogether with a ncilla ry materi a l fro m 
the congress provided the equiva lent of two 
a utho ri zed iss ues o f the J OU RNAL. T he tra ns
acti o ns of t hi s congress therefore consumes 
the who le issue Number 4 for 1973 , Vo lume 
41. As a res ult there is inevita ble delay in 
the publi ca ti o n of some submitted ma nu
scri pt s. 

A fina l acco mplishment wa rra nts noti ce . 
In 1973 ' we co mpleted the co mpila tio n o f a 
cumul a ti ve a uth o r a nd subject index fo r the 
fir st 40 volumes of thi s J OURNAL. T his was 
fir st suggested by the publica ti o n office a nd 
was initia ted prio r to the a ppea ra nce of some 
o f the viciss it udes no ted a bove. Some wo r k 
o n it was initia ll y necessary in o rd er to es
tima te it s cost of producti o n a nd by the time 
secretaria l a id was t ra ined to thi s produc
ti o n it seemed a waste not to compl ete the 
compila ti o n eve n th o ugh it was recognized 
that finding support fo r its fina l printing 
mi ght be diffi cult . The ma nuscript is now 
complete a nd .it is estima ted th at fi na l print
ing will require a bo ut 500 pages, the eq ui va
lent of a who le vo lume o f the IJ L. T he cos ts 
of printing will be consi dera bly less tha n that 
of a full volume since it is a lread y in ma nu
script form a nd estimates fo r th is have been 
o bta ined . In the mea nwhile, the ca rd index 
o n whi ch the ma nuscript is based , is o f in
estima ble va lue to the edit o ri a l o ffi ce a nd 
the la borat o ry a t which thi s o ffice is based . 
On thi s basis a lo ne the p roductio n costs to 
da te seem justifi ed , pa rti cula rl y since they 
did no t imp inge o n the regula r fina ncing of 
thi s J OURNAL. 

The a b ove re p o rt is not o ff e r ed as a n 
a pologia, th oug h some may rega rd it as suc h, 
but is record ed , as editoria ls of pas t edito rs 
have d o ne, as a record o f a po rtio n o f t he 
history of thi s J OU RNAL. It seems a ppro pri
ate to venture such a summa ry a t this time 
since we have not d o ne so a t a ny time during 
the past fi ve yea rs. W e wo nd er, with some 
a musement , what we may be finding o ur
selves writing fi ve yea rs from now, if indeed 
the J OURNA L ca n survi ve the ra pidly r isi ng 
costs of publicati o n tha t lo ng. 

- OLAF K. SK INSNES 

An Appeal to Authors 

The "Current Litera ture" sectio n of this 
J OURNA L is des ig ned to summa ri ze, o n as 

broad a base as poss ible, the worldwide ad
va nces in lep rosy resea rch a nd practice. 


